
Dear Friend, 

Ash Wednesday is one of the most beautiful and difficult worship services for me.  I love the liturgy 
which is about preparing oneself for the season of Lent.  It is about a commitment (or more likely a 
recommitment) to a holy way of living.  The liturgy of the Ash Wednesday service invites us to     
self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting, reading and meditating on God’s Word.  In general it 
calls us to faithfulness.  I really appreciate the solemn invitation. 

During the liturgy, there is a line of explanation of the season of Lent.  It notes that Lent was a time 
when “persons who had separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled by 
penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the church.”  That phrase   
really impacted me a few years ago. 

When the Ash Wednesday service ended, I thought of church members who no longer attended for 
various reasons.  I missed them.  I wanted to find healing and reconciliation, if possible.  So before 
returning home that evening, I wrote a personal letter for six individuals.  I told them that I would 
be praying for them for the next few weeks and would give them a phone call to see if it was      
possible to find healing together. 

Every morning, I began the day by praying for these individuals.  I won’t go into details, but they 
had ceased to attend for a variety of reasons.  One was upset because someone he considered    
unworthy was allowed to be a liturgist.  Another had taken exception to something I had said in a 
sermon.  One was angry at another parishioner and refused to attend as long as she was there. 

As promised, I prayed each morning.  But the prayer as not just for them.  It was for me.  How had I 
failed them?  Where did I need to offer an apology?  Reconciliation and healing would only be    
possible if I recognized some responsibility as well.  In that spirit, after a few weeks, I called each 
one of them. 

Let’s just say it didn’t go well.  None of the individuals were ready to forgive. Not one returned to 
church.  They were respectful on the phone and thanked me for calling, but they were not ready to 
move forward.  I had expected too much.  I had hoped for the beginnings of healing and               
reconciliation.  What I got instead was more anger directed at me and the church.   

It is difficult to forgive, but easy to hold grudges.  In this current social climate, we are not inclined 
to find common ground, but quick to point out divisions.  Maybe that is what makes Ash      
Wednesday and Lent so important for our time.  This season calls us to do the hard work of healing, 
forgiving, reconciling and loving one another.  I pray that this may be a holy season of healing for us 
all. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 

February Book Club 

The February selection for the book club is “The Last Blue” by Isla Morley.  Based 
upon an obscure group of people living in the rural parts of Appalachia, Morley 
tells a story of identity, love and family.  The author will be joining us via zoom 
to discuss the work.  The discussion will be held on Sunday, February 19th at 
6:00 p.m.    

The new year is a good time to remind everyone of some important 
items.  The church office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.  It is always recommended that you call the church in advance 
to make sure the person you may be looking for is available at that 
time. 

For those who have a key fob to enter the building, we want to       
remind you that the fob unlocks the door but it does not turn off the 
building alarm.  The alarm is always set when no one is in the  building 

and requires a code to turn it off.   

If you enter the building after hours and have a code to turn off the alarm, we ask that you sign in 
on the board next to the main entrance.  By putting your name and location where you will be, you 
will help someone avoid setting the alarm on you while you are still in the building.  It is an easy 
mistake to make.  Just sign in and sign out on the dry erase board so that others can see at a glance 
who is in the building.   

Become a Member! 

Are you interested in becoming a member of First UMC?  Join us for a            
conversation on Sunday, February 12th after worship.  We’ll talk about the   
ministries of First UMC, a bit about Methodism and provide a general             
orientation to the church.  For more information, please contact Rev. Howard 
Boles at hboles@fumccolumbus.org. 

Chocolate Sunday 

Sunday, February 19th is the much talked about, highly anticipated 
Chocolate Sunday!  Come join us in the Fellowship Hall after    
worship for a time of extended fellowship and wonderful sweet 
treats.  We are grateful for the Learning Tree Preschool for putting 
this together. 
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Lent 

Lent is the forty day period leading up to Easter 
morning.  Because the date of Easter is based upon 
the lunar calendar, the beginning date changes year 
to year.  This year, Lent is early, beginning on         
February 22nd with a special service in our sanctuary 
that evening at 7:00 p.m. 

Children’s Sunday School classes are going 
strong. Come join us for fun and age-appropriate 
lessons taught by some amazing teachers! You are 
welcome to join us even if you haven’t attended 
Sunday School before. 

This summer, FUMC will be partnering with First 

Presbyterian, the Unitarian congregation, the 

Hindu temple, and others to put on the first fully 

inter-faith Peace Camp.  The program will be 

hosted at UUCCI and include lots of fantastic   

activities for kids ages 5-12.  Mark your calendars 

for June 12-16 and keep your eyes open for an 

upcoming parent survey pertaining to time and 

duration of camp sessions!  More information 

will be shared as our guiding team makes final        

decisions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All 7th-12th grade students are invited to join us 
for our FUMC-only group on February 5th as we 
check in with each other, play some games, and 
have some snacks! 

Mega Youth Group on February 19th will be at 
First Presbyterian Church, where we will join up 
with youth from First Pres and Sandy Hook UMC. 
We will be hosting a game night, so invite your 
friends to join us!  Based on interest, we might 
extend this evening into a lock-in since BCSC  
students have no school the next day. Let me 
know what you’re interested in doing!!   

Stay up-to-date with youth group happenings by 
following the @firstumcyouth Instagram or by 
emailing jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. 

Our youth group combined 
with students from First  
Presbyterian and Sandy Hook 
UMC for pizza, games, and a 
great discussion about what it 
means for us to welcome 
“the stranger” that Jesus 
talked about in Matthew 25. 
Students came up with great 
ideas of ways to welcome 
new or different people        
to their schools. Encourage 
them to keep welcoming  
others…and ask them what 
you might do to make church 
more welcoming for them!  
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Don’t forget to say hi to Zander and our other 

FUMC teens when you see them in worship or out 

and about! They appreciate our love and support 

at their sporting events and performances. These 

talented teens have so much to offer! 

Scout Sunday 

Join us on February 5th for Scout Sunday.  First UMC is pleased to host very active scout troops and 
will offer a blessing to them that morning.  Following the service, you might like to purchase   
cookies from the Girl Scouts.  And in Fellowship Hall, the Cub Scouts will be holding their annual 
Pancake Breakfast to raise money for future activities.  Your support helps with these important 
ministries. 

HOT MEALS THANKS YOU! 

Many thanks for all the wonderful donations of gifts cards, hats, gloves, food, etc.  The items were 
very much appreciated by many and we are starting the year with a well-stocked pantry! 

In December, we began allowing those who wished to eat inside in the dining room, while         
continuing to provide carry out meals.  This has provided warmth and socialization for                   
30-40  individuals each week. 

But this model does require more volunteers!  If you would like to serve meals or greet guests at 
the door we could use an extra hand from 4:30-5:30pm.  No cooking or dishwashing required!  
Contact Trish Heathcote (heathcotes@comcast.net or 812-374-6719) to be added to the schedule.  
And continued thanks to the faithful volunteers who cook and serve each week.  

Fridays@First 

Join us on February 10th at 7:00 p.m. for a Fridays@First concert.  
This free concert will feature students from the Laura Andrews    
Violin Studio.  Donations will be accepted at the event.  We look  
forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:heathcotes@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is Love-A-Child Month! 

Time to begin our Love-A-Child Scholarship Drive! Every year,  
approximately 15% of LTP children receive Love-A-Child            
assistance. This is made possible because of the generous         
donations given by the congregation. Last year we raised more 
than $18,000!  So far this year we have helped benefit two       
refugee families resettling in our community, a homeless family 
in transition, several children from the nearby Turning Point    
Domestic Abuse Shelter along with several single parent families. 

Donations can be mailed to the church (just be sure to write Love 
a Child in the memo line).  You can also donate electronically via 

our Facebook page (click on the Sign Up button) or church website (click the Tithing banner) and 
use the drop-down menu to select the LoveAChild tab. This is the primary fundraiser for this       
important ministry and we appreciate all the support.  

Learning Tree Preschool 

If you haven’t seen the playroom (Room 213, across from the Blue Room), here’s a sneak peek.  

This wonderful artwork was created by Chelsie Liberati.  If you haven’t checked it out, stop by and 

see this wonderful improvement. 

“The first five years have everything to do with how the next eighty 

turn out.”-Bill Gates 
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Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to fumc@fumccolumbus.org. 

 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 8th 
grade (multiple classrooms) 
10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 

Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 
YouTube pages:  

www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

https://www.youtube.com/@FUMC_Columbus 
 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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