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“From Generation to Generation: A New Beginning” 

Texts: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 and Revelation 21:1-6a 

 

I came across a website offering suggestions for New Year’s Resolutions.  Since it is still early 

enough, I thought it might be good to share these ideas.  Here are some of the better ones: 

 

I resolve to help all my friends gain ten pounds so I will look skinnier. 

I resolve to visit the grocery more often than restaurants, especially when they are serving free 

samples. 

I resolve to finally go to the gym…and cancel that membership I signed up for last year. 

I resolve to give back to the community and I have already started this by signing up to the a 

crossing guard for an online school. 

 

We come to this day with the best of intentions.  And I don’t mean to make light of that.  This, or 

any day, can be the day when we make a positive change in our lives.  If you don’t get around to 

it today, you can make resolutions tomorrow or later this week or any day for that 

matter…unless your resolution is to procrastinate less. 

 

But January first is not just a day to look ahead.  It is an opportunity to look back.  The month of 

January is named after the Roman god, Janus, who had two heads…one looking forward and one 

looking back.  Today is a day to look ahead at the new possibility that a new year offers.  But it 

is also a day to reflect upon where we have been, what we have faced, the obstacles we have 

overcome, the challenges we have embraced. 

 

Two of my favorite hiking trails nearby have a common feature.  The Laura Hare Nature 

Preserve near Gnaw Bone and the Scarce O’Fat trail in Yellowwood State Forest west of 

Nashville are beautiful hikes filled with wildlife, picturesque hills and little streams.  But both of 

these trails have a bench where you can sit and reflect.  It might be a place to relax in the midst 

of the rugged hike.  You can pause to enjoy the beautiful scenery.  But the last time I hiked there, 

I found it to be a place I could stop and reflect upon what I had seen and experienced to that 

point.  So, this morning, I want to invite you to pause.  Whether your bench is a pew in this 

sanctuary or your couch at home or sitting at the dining room table with a cup of coffee.  Come 

join me on this bench, and let’s reflect for a bit. 

 

2022 was a wonderful and challenging year.  In many ways we were still and continue to be 

recovering from the effects of the covid pandemic.  We went from having formal, in person 

worship services and full programming to shutting everything down and meeting online.  We 

worshipped online.  We had classes online.  We all had to adapt in many ways and learn skills 

we never expected to know.  Many of the familiar events we had come to expect were cancelled.  



Concerts, family reunions, vacations, large gatherings were cancelled to protect our health and 

the health of those around us.  And amid those changes, there was a lot of anger and bitterness.  

There were folks who felt the changes were too much.  There were those who experienced 

deepening loneliness.  It was a difficult time. 

 

In 2022, we began to carefully resume those activities.  We were able to resume the Cookie 

Walk in its familiar format and experienced one of the most successful events ever.  More than 

$3000 was raised by the UMW and those funds are helping here and around the world.  In 

February we held the most successful fundraiser for the Learning Tree Preschool scholarship 

fund.  In most years, we raise a very generous $10-12,000.  This year we raised over $18,000, 

which was very much appreciated because the need was greater this year than it has ever been.  

Along with that, we had special giving opportunities for hurricane and flood relief.  Aiding our 

partners at the United Methodist Committee on Relief, this church alone donated thousands of 

dollars along with material goods to alleviate the suffering.   

 

In June of this year, we resumed our annual First Cares, a day of service for all ages and abilities.  

We made and delivered cookies to the hospital staff as a way of expressing appreciation for their 

hard work.  It has been a difficult few years for those in the health care field and it was nice to be 

able to offer a bit of support and encouragement.  We made blankets for foster children and 

homemade cards for our shut ins.   

 

We raised funds for a return trip to Mission Guatemala and this spring will have fourteen people 

making that trip.  I look forward to hearing their stories and adventures from this meaningful 

mission trip. 

 

This has been a challenging year for those in need.  In recent times, we have been serving food to 

more than 200 people each Monday through Hot Meals.  We are taking meals to the guests at 

Turning Point, serving those who are homeless.  This is possible only because of members of this 

church who are generous with their time, their service and their gifts.  I hope you know how 

much your ministry means to this community and beyond. 

 

I read a story this week about a woman who went to Seattle because she had reason to believe he 

was living on the streets there.  She didn’t find him.  But what she did find were many other 

people in need.  She provided 20 blankets to people living on the streets, helped provide food 

and other necessities to those in need.  Although she didn’t find her son, she commented that she 

hoped that someone was able to do for him what she was doing for those she met.   

 

We don’t often think of it this way, but these ministries are often an answer to someone’s prayer.  

There is a mother whose child is living in a tent in the cold weather.  She prays that there are 

people caring for him.  There is a father whose child has struggled with addictions and he has 

done all he knows to help.  Now he prays that his son will continue to find the support when and 

if he chooses to make life-saving changes.  Your work is the answer to someone’s prayer. 

 

This year, we began new ministries like the Trunk or Treat with the preschool.  If you had asked 

how many children and families to expect, I might have guessed that 50 would have been an 



overwhelming success.  We far exceeded that bringing smiles to preschool children and 

neighborhood children and families.   

 

We completed and commissioned our new labyrinth.  This community ministry is used by many 

and it brings me great joy to see people walking there. 

 

We continue to be blessed with incredible music.  The concert by the Singing Hoosiers was an 

unforgettable evening.  But there were so many others as well including the Echoing Air concert 

performed in memory of Kevin Butler.  And week after week to have the kind of special music 

that Caio, Laura, Joyce and our Chancel Choir and Chancel Ringers provide has blessed us 

tremendously. 

 

We continued many of the special ministries like the book club, Santa’s workshop, the church 

picnic, collections for the Mountain Mission and blood drives in our Fellowship Hall, the 

Blessing of the Animals, our participation at Columbus Pride, and all the services associated with 

Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Advent and Christmas Eve. 

 

That is why it is good to sit down.  Not just because that lengthy list will wear us out, but 

because we have been so busy that there are things we will overlook.  And what we must 

remember about all of this is the impact that such ministries have in our community and 

throughout the world.  Someone needing to rebuild their home after floods or hurricanes was 

likely looking at the damage, wondering where to begin, when a representative from UMCOR 

showed up and offered a helping hand in your name.  And their burden became a bit easier.  

Someone was feeling discouraged, maybe even thinking of giving up, when a note or card or bag 

of cookies showed up on their door and they found the ability to keep going.  I cannot help but 

hear the words of that familiar parable where the people turn to Jesus and say, “But when did we 

see you hungry or in need or suffering?”  and he replied, “When you did it to those around you, 

you did it to me.”  Our ministry has made a powerful impact. 

 

I think it is important to look back on these ministries to remember where we have been and 

what has brought meaning and purpose to us.  We have laughed and celebrated together.  We 

have wept and consoled one another.  We have rejoiced and we have struggled.  We have feasted 

and we have fed one another.  As the book of Ecclesiastes pointed out, there is a time and season 

for all these things.  Life is about experiencing the fullness of all that there is.  To love someone 

enough to have our hearts broken.  To experience the kind of joy that can only be danced.  To 

long for an elusive peace and to work for that so that all are safe.  To continue to strive for what 

Jesus called “the kingdom of God,” the Beloved Community so that all are loved and accepted 

and welcomed.  That is what we have done.  And it is what guides us into a new year. 

 

Before we rush into the new year, let us pause to give thanks.  We are grateful for the impact of 

the ministries that we have shared.  We are grateful for the meaning they have in our own lives.  

We are grateful for the ways in which God has been present with us in difficult times.  Together 

we will set some goals and dreams for the coming year, while being open to the unexpected 

adventures God has in store for us. 

 



Philosopher and theologian Alasdair MacIntyre once said “I can only answer the question, ‘What 

am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior question, ‘Of what story or stories do I find myself a part?’” 

The deeper story of which our lives are a part is a love story.  It is God’s love for each of us and 

our actions flow from that reality.  And we have the benefit of being able to know how the story 

ends.  The reading from Revelation speaks of a new heaven and a new earth, the restoration of 

the way God intended.   

 

Like weary hikers on a bench in the forest, it is good to stop and rest, to reflect upon where we 

have been.  But now it is time to rise and continue our journey.  May God bless all that lies 

ahead. 


