
Dear Friend, 

In the December issue of the Christian Century magazine, editor Peter W. Marty began his front 
page article with these words: 

I am going to assume you’re a positive person who enjoys people, radiates goodness and thrives on 
hope.  I’m also going to assume you’re familiar with discouragement.  So, tell me if I have this much 
right: sometime in the last year you looked out over the sanctuary and congregation you love, and 
you wondered, What happened to the people? 

Marty identifies an issue that has faced most churches over the last few years.  Our in-person 
attendance figures have declined.  Some of that is the natural attrition of people dying, people 
moving away, etc.  Some of it is attributed to habits.  During covid, we got out of the habit of 
attending and restoring those habits takes time and determination. 

While we saw a decline in attendance at First UMC, the numbers have begun to slowly creep back 
up.  There are many factors to this, but we are seeing some steady signs of hope. 

Peter Marty offers a few recommendations amid these transitional times.  Number one, remember 
that God has given the church a great message of hope that is desperately needed for all people.  I 
would also add that the church offers the things that people are seeking…love, belonging, meaning, 
inspiration.  Let us not lose sight of our unique mission. 

Secondly, he reminds us of the significance of being a loving community.  We are called to love one 
another and to extend that love beyond the walls of the church.  We reach out to one another amid 
the grief and losses and sufferings we experience.  We care for those around us in various times of 
need.  This has always been an important part of what it means to be God’s beloved community.   

Third, he reminds us to accept people where they are.  When so much of our society is geared to 
pointing out the ways in which we do not measure up, the church is a place where folks can bring 
their brokenness, their self-doubts, the humanity and know that they will be received.   

Dr. Marty suggests fostering the opportunities to gather together for a shared purpose.  Whether it 
is worship, a service project, singing in the choir, participating in a small group, there is something 
powerful that happens when people unite in a shared task.   

Finally, he invites us to remember our joyfulness.  People gravitate toward joy.  People want to be a 
part of something that is fun and meaningful.  Though we may feel discouraged at times, let us   
remember to give thanks for the faithfulness that abounds in this congregation and let others see 
that spirit of joy.  It is very attractive. 

We are still coming out of a very bumpy time.  We are not unique in that regard.  But I am grateful 
for positive signs that point toward a fresh beginnings, not only in a new year, but each and every 
day. 
Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Lena Powell, Nancy Engelbert, Lyle Leitholt, 

and Carol Nelson. 

Organ Repair Project 

The organ in our sanctuary will be undergoing repairs at the     
beginning of the year.  We anticipate the repairs to last for 6-8 
weeks.  During that time, we look forward to worship music from 
the Bechstein Piano until the repairs are complete.   

Do you enjoy reading?  Like a good recommendation? Come and join the church’s 
monthly book club.  We engage in lively discussions of interesting books learning 
from one another and gaining new insights into inspiring literature.  We begin 2023 
with the book, “How Y’all Doing” written by actor, Leslie Jordan.  We will meet in the 
church library on Sunday, January 15th at 6:00 p.m.  A copy of each month’s book is 
always available in the church library or can be purchased at Viewpoint Bookstore.  If 
you want to read ahead, here is the full list of upcoming books: 

Book Club 

February 19 

“The Last Blue” by Isla Morley 

March 19 

“The Truth About Grace” by 
Cassie Dandridge Selleck 

April 23 

“Heaven Is My Destination” 
by Thornton Wilder 

May 21 

“Ordinary Grace” by William 
Kent Krueger 

June 18 

“Man in a Cage” by Patrick 
Nevins 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School classes are going 
strong. Come join us for fun and age-
appropriate lessons taught by some    
amazing teachers! You are welcome to join 
us even if you haven’t attended Sunday 
School before. 

There will be no children’s Sunday School 
on January 1. 

All 7th-12th grade students are invited to join us for our 
FUMC-only group on January 8th as we check in with 
each other, play some games, and have some snacks! 

Mega Youth Group on January 22nd will be at First 
Presbyterian Church, where we will join up with youth 
from First Pres and Sandy Hook UMC. All students are 
invited, even if you haven’t been to youth group       
before! 

Stay up-to-date with youth group happenings by      
following the @firstumcyouth Instagram or by     
emailing jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. 

Don’t forget to say hi to Garrett and our other 
FUMC teens when you see them in worship or out 
and about! They appreciate our love and  support 
at their sporting events and performances. These 
talented teens have so much to offer!  
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We had so much fun at Santa’s Workshop this year!  We had about 30 volunteers and over 60 kids 

who enjoyed making crafts and visiting with Santa.  As a result of generous donations, we were able 

to buy multiple Christmas gifts for 6 children in need through Lincoln Central Neighborhood Family 

Center’s Angels of Love program.  Thanks FUMC!! 

Our FUMC Youth helped pack care packages for our college students last month. They had some 
fun experimenting with college cuisine!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  We look forward to seeing all 
your smiling faces when classes resume on January 9th. 

Learning Tree Preschool 

Thank you to everyone that purchased Amazon and Wal-Mart gift cards for 
Hot Meals, Just Friends and Turning Point.  Learning Tree Preschool received 
a portion of the proceeds from these sales and our Love-A-Child Scholarship 
will benefit.  

On Thursday, December 8th Lisa McHone dedicated Mr. Paul’s Christmas 
tree. She told wonderful stories of what a kind, generous, and helpful man 

Paul was to others. Each class made decorations for the tree and decorated it beautifully.  The 
Christmas tree will be donated to a Learning Tree family. 

We would like to thank the Tech Team for helping make our Christmas Program a success.  Also, 
Katie Jerome for teaching Good Shepherd stories. Their hard work does not go unnoticed within our 
Preschool. 

Thank you to everyone that helped make the Christmas Eve/Christmas 
morning services a success.  From everyone that played a part in making 
the services happen to the people attending the services and everything 
in between and behind the scenes.  It takes a lot of work and a lot of 
people to make it happen, and we couldn’t have done it without       
everyone’s help.  So thank you, and Happy New Year! 
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Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to fumc@fumccolumbus.org. 

 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 8th 
grade (multiple classrooms) 
10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 

Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 
YouTube pages:  

www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

https://www.youtube.com/@FUMC_Columbus 
 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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