
Dear Friend, 

Our theme for Advent is “from generation to generation.”  This theme looks back at the longing 
from generations praying for God’s deliverance.  We hear the voices of the people calling out for 
justice, the prophets promising God’s peace, the subtle signs that inspired people of faith through 
difficult times.   

The theme also looks forward at the ways in which that birth in a humble stable has impacted the 
world for two thousand years.  From generation to generation, we have gathered to hear this      
familiar story and to find our place within that story.  We become participants in continuing the 
message of hope, peace, joy and love.   

As I thought about the theme, “from generation to generation” I thought about the ways in which 
Advent and Christmas impact us differently depending upon our personal experiences.  As children, 
the anticipation and excitement is prominent as we await the delights of Christmas day.  The     
singing of familiar Christmas carols becomes a touchstone of important memories, reminding us of 
the voice and presence of loved ones.  The sending of Christmas cards and letters reminds us of our 
connections with friends and family.  This is a season of traditions that connect us with beloved 
parts of our past and offer the chance to share that tradition into the future.  Advent and Christmas 
fill us with a mixture of emotions that are often concealed beneath our busy schedules.  That can 
result in tears of joy and tears of sadness, all at the same time.  Advent and Christmas offers all this 
and more. 

As we take these first tentative steps into this holy season, I invite you to take quiet moments to be 
still and appreciate all that this season offers.  Within this newsletter are opportunities to make this 
season holy and special.  Join us in reading the seasons devotions.  Come and join in the worship 
services, both the traditional Sunday morning and the special services offered during this season.  
Pray for those around you.  Be generous in your care for yourself and those around you.               
Experience the unique pleasures that Advent 2022 has to offer at this moment in your life. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 

Advent Sunday School Class 

Throughout the Sundays in Advent, Rev. Boles will lead an adult Sunday School 
class in the Fellowship Hall at 11 a.m. (the first class was November 27th). This   
four-week class will focus on the writings of Old Testament prophets alongside 
modern writers and continue throughout the Advent season. The reading materials 
will be provided at the first gathering and each class is a stand-alone study. 

Christmas Eve Services 

Christmas Eve will feature three distinct worship opportunities to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. The evening begins with the Family service at 6:00 p.m. 
Come and join us for a family friendly service featuring the music and talents 
of our youth.  At 8:30 p.m. we celebrate Christmas Eve with a bit of swing in 
the Jazz Service.  This service features the hymns and carols of the season, 
performed by the same jazz combo who led our service on picnic Sunday.  
Then at 11:00 p.m. we conclude the evening with the traditional Lessons 
and Carols.  We will hear the familiar readings with hymns and special music 
by our chancel choir, leading up to the lighting of candles and singing of 
“Silent Night” at midnight.  Be sure to share these service opportunities with 
your family and friends and invite them to share in these inspiring services. 

December Book Club 

The selection for the December book club delves into the age-old question: 
what would you change if you could travel back in time?  That is the premise 
behind Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s novel, “Before the Coffee Gets Cold.”  Come and 
join us for the conversation on Sunday, December 18th at 6:00 in the church  
library.  All are welcome to attend! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School classes are going 
strong. Come join us for fun and age-
appropriate lessons taught by some    
amazing teachers! You are welcome to join 
us even if you haven’t attended Sunday 
School before. 

There will be no children’s Sunday School 
on December 25 and January 1. 

All 7th-12th grade students are invited to Join us for our 
FUMC-only group on December 4th as we check in with 
each other, play some games, and have some snacks! 

Mega Youth Group on December 18th will be our      
blow-out Christmas party with First Presbyterian that 
you won’t want to miss! We will pitch-in appetizers for 
dinner, have a fun gift exchange (bring a gift under $10 
that goes with the theme JOY), play some games, and 
go caroling at the Armory. Make sure to wear         
something that shows your Christmas spirit! 

Stay up-to-date with youth group happenings by        
following the @firstumcyouth Instagram or by emailing 
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. 

It’s almost here! Santa’s Workshop will happen 
on Saturday, December 3, from 10am-1pm. 
Bring your kids and grandkids for a fun time to 
make crafts which could become gifts for family 
members this Christmas! 

Contact Jen Riddle at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org 
if you need more information. 
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Christmas Morning Worship 

Join us on Sunday, December 25th at 10 a.m. for a Christmas morning worship. 
We encourage you to wear your most festive sweater as we celebrate Christmas 
together.  

32nd Annual Cookie Walk 

Thank you to everyone that helped 
make this year’s Cookie Walk          
happen—everyone that baked, 
planned, advertised, set up, worked 
the event, shopped, etc.—we couldn’t 
have done it without you!  We were 
able to raise over $3000 to support 
local, state, and international          
missions! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift Cards Benefit Two-Fold 

Join in “Sharing and Caring” to support Just Friends, Turning Point, Hot 
Meals, and Love-A-Child by purchasing Amazon and Walmart Gift Cards.  
These gift cards will help those in each of these programs.  Learning Tree 
Preschool will be in the Narthex and Church Office area on December 4th 
and December 11th with $10.00 gift cards for you to purchase.  By            
purchasing your gift cards from LTP you will also be giving back to the     
Love-A-Child Scholarship Fund because these cards were purchased from                                                    

the SCRIP gift card program. 

For Christmas this year we will again be collecting $10 Walmart gift cards for those attending hot 
meals.  Any cards not used at Christmas are given out by the staff to those in need throughout the 
year.  In addition, we always have requests for thick gloves & socks.  We usually hand these out 
over a few weeks as the weather gets cold.  We already have donations of hats and scarves but can 
take a few more.   

We are very fortunate to get much of our food at a discount through Gleaners & Love Chapel but 
we are finding that the need has increased and the supply is low.  Throughout the year we can use 
donations of napkins, baked beans, green beans, single serve desserts and hot dogs.   

Any donations can be taken to the office or left in the kitchen clearly marked hot meals.  

Wednesday, December 14 
Learning Tree Preschool  

Annual Christmas Program 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

All are Welcome! 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Lena Powell. 

 

Learning Tree Preschool will be on Winter Break from December 21 through January 6 (classes 
will resume on January 9) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naomi Circle 

Members present at the Naomi Circle meeting in November were: Jeri Ahlbrand, Stephanie Taylor, 
Anne Johnson, Sue Romine, Jane Lyle, Susan Gobert, Cathy Custer Donna Crim, Kari Kerns, Joyce 
Willis, Nancy Engelbert, Reba Kimmel, Lora Ayers, Connie Wilson , Georgianna Waldrop and one 
guest who came with Jane, Judy Townsend. 

Jeri collected the cheer fund since Mary Lu was unable to attend.  Sue Romine made a motion to 
divide the cheer fund money equally between Beloved Bags and the Lucille Raines Elevator fund. It 
was voted to donate $150 to each. 

Prayer Calendar report: 1 Samuel 1:4-20 describes the birth of Samuel; Mark 13:1-8 the birth of 
Jesus.  Prayer focus was for David and Margaret of the Youth and Family Services in CA.  Two   
birthdays were from 1 staff member and 1 missionary. 
Connie’s devotion was titled “The Happy Art of Receiving.”  Jeri’s program was about 3 of the many 
people who have been residents at the Lucille Raines home.  Lawrence had alcohol addictions and 
lived there ten years.  Deborah had financial problems.  Mariea had drug, alcohol and abuse    
problems which started at age 11.  She is now the Program Coordinator for the home.  Since we 
have some new members, Jeri gave a brief history of the Lucille Raines home. 

UMIF executive board will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 7.  Luncheon of choice 
of soup and a dessert will be at noon.  The program is about the collection of the Christmas book, 
“The Night Before Christmas” Connie will make a dessert and do decorations.  Jeri and Georgianna 
will make soups. 
Next meeting will be at Jane Lyle’s home at 1630 Maple St. on December 12 at 6:30 p.m.  Jane 
and Sue will be hosting and doing the program.  Georgianna will do devotions.  It was decided that 
all members should bring a white elephant gift. 

Miriam Circle 

Miriam Circle met on November 9th in the Blue Room at 1:00 p.m.  Hostess Cynthia Stephenson 
decorated the table with a Thanksgiving theme and served a delicious pumpkin cheesecake for  
dessert.  She offered an opening prayer.  Following dessert, Leader Cynthia Stephenson conducted 
the business meeting. Secretary/Treasurer Sue Paris read the minutes from the October 12th 
meeting and gave the Treasurer’s report.  She reported all Miriam Circle pledges have been         
collected for 2022 for a total of $520.00.  Sue reported a total of $149.00 is in the Cheer fund and 
$5.00 will go toward a memorial to honor Lena Powell who recently passed away.  The balance of 
the Cheer Fund will go to purchase Christmas gifts for a Lincoln Central Neighborhood family.  
Members have also contributed “Sugar Bowl” funds that will be combined with Cheer funds for a 
total of $265.00 for angel gifts. 
Outreach coordinator Karen Hinderliter reported on greeting cards sent to members. She read a list 
titled “November is the time to:” 
Cynthia passed around the sign up sheet for donations of cookies and candy for the Cookie Walk to 
be held on November 19th.  UMW’s Christmas luncheon will be held in Fellowship hall on             
December 7th.   Miriam Circle will provide crackers and bread for the luncheon. 
Carole Tolen presented the program with memory books of her husband and father.  She             
also had several reading and poems related to the photos and closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will be held on December 7th immediately following the UMW’s luncheon.  
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Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to fumc@fumccolumbus.org. 

The church office will be closed on December 23rd,   

December 26th, and at noon on December 30th.  It will 

also be closed on January 2nd. 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 8th 
grade (multiple classrooms) 
10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 

Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 
YouTube pages:  

www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

https://www.youtube.com/@FUMC_Columbus 
 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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