
Dear Friend, 

I was having a conversation with a friend recently and catching up on mutual acquaintances.  He 
told me about one friend, “Alan,” who has begun a mission in Guatemala.  As he described it, the 
work they are doing in this rural community is very meaningful and important.  Alan has been asked 
to speak to several groups and tell the story of their work.  But here’s the thing.  Though he is      
excited about what is happening and the impact they are having on people’s lives, my friend shook 
his head and said, “But Alan is afraid to ask for money.”   

It is an odd dilemma.  Alan tells a great story, but he doesn’t finish it.  He doesn’t tell people how 
they can participate in this work.  And there are multiple ways to participate.  I don’t know if it’s 
possible, but people might be able to visit the mission site and volunteer their time and skills. They 
can pray for the work that is being done.  They can tell others about this exciting work.  And they 
can contribute to the ongoing support.  All of these are an important component of telling the    
story. 

This is equally true in any organization.  We need to be able to tell the stories about the things   
happening because of our groups, whether that group is scouting ministries, service organizations 
or a church.  We shouldn’t be ashamed to tell the stories of what is happening. 

October will be stewardship month in the church.  We will tell some of our stories.  How lives are 
changed because of the good work of this church.  We have inspiring worship that connects our 
lives with God and one another.  We have service that provides support and care in times of need.  
We have ministries that comfort and heal in times of loss and grief.  The challenge is not a shortage 
of stories, but an abundance too plentiful to name in one article.   

I am excited about the ministries of our congregation.  In ways I never anticipated, I have been the 
recipient of that care following our grandson’s premature birth and my father’s death.  I have     
personally experienced the kindness and compassion in a time of need and I am grateful.   

We should never be ashamed or afraid to ask for the funds needed to support these important  
ministries.  They make a difference.  They are impactful…in our own lives, throughout this          
community and around the world.  As we work on the upcoming budget we will be asking for your 
support in many different ways.  Your prayers, your presence, your service and your gifts.  Together 
we are doing great things! 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 Church News 

Communion Update 

As a precautionary measure during the pandemic, we continued our tradition of celebrating      
communion on the first Sunday of each month.  But communion was structured in a different   
manner.  Beginning on Sunday October 7th, World Communion Sunday, we are going to return to 
communion at the altar.  You will have the option of receiving communion in your pews with the 
prepared cups or coming to the altar.  For those choosing to come forward, a piece of bread will be 
provided and you can either take a cup and return to your pew or kneel at the altar and partake 
there.  We will provide explanations during worship that morning as well.  We will also be singing 
the communion liturgy from the hymnal as had been our practice prior to the pandemic. 

Join the Church! 

Are you interested in becoming a member of First UMC?  We will hold our 
next New Member Orientation on Sunday, October 9th following our morning 
worship.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we share some of the ministries of 
First UMC and a bit about the United Methodist Church.  Those interested will 
be received into membership on Sunday, October 16th.  For further               
information please contact Rev. Boles at hboles@fumccolumbus.org. 

Charge Conference 

The Annual Charge Conference will be held on Sunday, October 9th at Sandy Hook UMC at 4:00 
p.m.  Our Conference Superintendent, Rev. In Suk Peebles, will preside at this meeting.  All are  
welcome to attend. 

We want to personally express our appreciation for the many cards, 
letters, emails, prayers, and supportive sentiments following my father’s 
death.  Such kindness was a great help in our time of loss and grief and 
continues to be a source of help and inspiration.  Thank you for the ways 
in which you surrounded our family with so much comfort and care. 

Howard Boles and Diane Lill  

Welcome to FUMC! 

We are pleased to welcome Lucy Hiatt as our new Evening Custodian.  You will see Lucy throughout 
the building weekdays from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and on some Sunday mornings.  We are           
delighted to have her join our staff! 
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      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Dean Bishop, Norman Ford, and Nick Mumley. 

 

October Book Club 

The selection for the October Book Club is Zora Neale Hurston’s classic novel, 
“Their Eyes Were Watching God.”  Often listed among the best English language 
novels, this classic from the Harlem Renaissance touches on issues of race,   
gender, liberation and ultimately the value of friendship.  Join us as we discuss 
this important novel on Sunday, October 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the church library. 

Enjoying Fall 
As we transfer from summer to fall, our tomato plants may be 
wilting a bit and the impatiens may be a bit impatient for warmer, 
wetter conditions.  But now fall bursts forth with colorful leaves and 
other plants in the garden.  The Church Garden Team has worked to 
bring these fall colors to our landscape by planting numerous    
chrysanthemums around the church.  We hope you enjoy the pots 
and plantings of fall mums that remind us that God’s gifts are with 

us in every season to brighten our lives.  The Garden Team keeps an eye on things around the 
church grounds throughout the year.  If you are interested in being a part of the team, or want to 
offer support, contact us through the church office or contact bpoor@fumccolumbus.org.   

In the Garden 

Learning Tree Preschool 

Learning Tree Preschool had a great start to the new school year, 
with over 130 children enrolled in the school! 

Our annual Mum Sale was a success raising over $1500! Thank you 
to all the church members for your support of Our Love-A-Child 
Scholarship fund. We have seen an increase in requests from     
families for financial help this year and the profits from the mum 
sale will help more families. 

LTP and FUMC are planning a “Trunk-or-Treat” night on Thursday, 
October 20, from 5:30-7:00 pm. There will be a bounce house and 
games along with trunks to trick or treat. If you would like to       
participate, contact the preschool office for more information. 
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Children’s Sunday School classes are going 
strong. Come join us for fun and age-
appropriate lessons taught by some    
amazing teachers! You are welcome to join 
us even if you haven’t attended Sunday 
School before. There will be no children’s 
Sunday School during the Sundays of BCSC 
fall break: October 9th and 16th. 

All 7th-12th grade students are invited to Join us for 

our FUMC-only group on October 2nd, as we dive into 

our second theme of the year from Matthew 25—“I 

Was Thirsty.” We will be doing some fun activities to 

help learn about the theme and getting us ready for 

our Mega Youth Group on October 23rd with First 

Presbyterian. On that day, we will do some large 

group activities relating to our theme and participate 

in a mission project that relates to our theme.  

Stay up-to-date with youth group happenings by    
following the @firstumcyouth Instagram or by    
emailing jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. 

All kids from The Learning Tree Preschool, FUMC, 
and the neighborhood are invited to Trunk or 
Treat! Join us for this fun family event on     
Thursday, October 20th, from 5:30-7:00pm. 

We could use several volunteers to help staff 
food and activity stations and decorate trunks. 
Contact Jen Riddle at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org 
or call the church office if you are willing to help! 
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We want all our members to get to know the 

amazing students who are a part of the youth 

group here at FUMC. FUMC Youth Ministry is    

introducing a new feature for the Spire: Each 

month we will feature one student, so you can 

learn more about them. Make sure to say hi to 

our students when you see them at worship! 

Church Library 

Do you enjoy reading?  Stop by the church library and peruse the various 
selections of books and movies to check out, including upcoming Book 
Club titles.  Also a friendly reminder to double check to see if you have 
any books currently checked out from the library that need to be        
returned.  Thanks, and happy reading! 



 

 

 

 

Naomi Circle 

Naomi Circle met on Monday, September 12 in the Blue Room. Connie began the meeting with 
some information about Naomi Circle. She explained the mission projects we help the UMWIF 
with, and when our meetings are held. Members introduced themselves and told a little about 
their involvement with Circle. Mary Dyrstad shared a photograph album that contained vintage 
postcards collected by her cousin. Connie read a poem, “Devotions” which was written by her 
grandmother, Goldie Brougher. 

Changes were made in the circle booklet to add the addresses, phone numbers, and birthdays of 
the two guests. Mary Dyrstad’s phone number is changed to 812-560-1966. Mary Lou’s phone 
number is 371-4563 and Susan Gobert prefers to be called on her cell number 812-350-5395. 

Jane reported $685 has been collected in pledges  which she would like to have by the November 
meeting. There was some discussion about removing the members who do not attend but no     
decision was made. Mary Lou reported $43 was collected tonight and the total is $298.50 but $20 
was repaid to Georgianna for paying the proxy parent dues for Naomi Circle. 

Georgianna read the minutes from the Executive Board meeting. The next General meeting will be 
on December 7 at noon. A lunch of soup and desserts will be served. Rhonda Bolner will give a  
program about Henry Clayton Moore and show her collection of “The Night Before Christmas”   
stories. Jeri read the birthdays and the mission focus for today from the Prayer Calendar.  

Program: Marty read a poem about Queen Elizabeth, “The Vintage Table”  by Jo Ann Boyle.     
Members shared their thoughts and experiences with Queen Elizabeth because of her passing this 
month. Lora Ayers informed the members about the project started by the group at Sew Crazy. 
They are making quilts and gathering supplies for the flooded elementary school in Kentucky. 
Members were encouraged to donate supplies at the shop in 25th street.  The members enjoyed 
the treats provided by Susan and Jeri. Connie closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Next Naomi Circle meeting will be on Monday, October 10 and hosted by Mary Lou and Nancy 
Riley.  Lora Ayers will do the worship and Sue Romine will do the program. 

Miriam Circle 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on Wednesday, September 21st.  Sue Paris was hostess for the 
meeting providing dessert of apple cake with hard sauce on a table decorated with a fall               
arrangement.  Circle leader Cynthia Stephenson opened the meeting with two readings by Billy 
Graham, “God of all Comfort” and “Searching for Hope”.  She then conducted the business meeting 
and reminded all of the upcoming Cookie Walk on November 19th and the UMW Christmas   
Luncheon on December 7th.  Linda Lane presented the Prayer Calendar/Devotions giving both the 
Mission Witness and Mission Focus for this day.  She read scriptures from Ecclesiastes and John and 
closed with prayer. The next meeting will be held at Four Seasons on October 19th with a noon 
luncheon hosted by Linda Lane. 



 

FUMC Missions 

Interested in opportunities to help others?  FUMC Missions Committee offers the following ways to 
show caring and sharing during the coming Advent Season: 

Who Wants Some Cookies? 

Time to mark your calendars…the 32nd Annual United Methodist Women’s 
Cookie Walk will take place November 19, 2022 from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Create your own box of decorated and specialty 
cookies for $7 a pound, then add some fudge, divinity, and other candies 
for $5 per half pound. 
Pre-orders will be taken on October 23rd, 30th, and November 13th at 
both entrances of the church.  All proceeds go to support the local, state, 
and international missions of the UMW. 

FUMC will again be collecting cans of 
fruit for the Love Chapel Christmas  
Pantry. Our goal is 1300.   Please bring 
cans starting Oct. 10th. 

We will have the opportunity to buy gifts for 
the Turning Point Families. They will provide 
suggestions and a link to Amazon to direct  
order.  That information will be available in 
November.  

Will provide a collection box and list of 
needs in November. 

Items to be collected for our Hot Meal       
families will be provided in coming weeks. 

Hot Meals 

NoEL (No Empty Lunchboxes)—Volunteers will be needed to fill lunch 
bags for neighborhood children during Christmas Break. More         
information will be provided in December.  

Walk in love, as Christ loved us. (Ephesians 5:2a) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our pets are important parts of our families.  They are a source of love and comfort to our lives.  On 
Saturday, October 1, First UMC will be offering a Blessing of the Animals in the green space north 
of the church.  You can bring your beloved pet to receive a blessing.  Activities begin at 10:00 
a.m.  Be sure to share this with your friends and neighbors.   
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Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to fumc@fumccolumbus.org. 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 8th 
grade (multiple classrooms) 
10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 

Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 
YouTube pages:  

www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

Go to youtube.com and search for             
FUMC Columbus  

 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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