
Dear Friend, 

Jesus was teaching a large crowd.  It must have been getting late.  Either Jesus was a bit               
long-winded that day or the crowd kept asking questions and begging for more.  Maybe it was a bit 
of both.  Regardless, the disciples recognize the late hour and that people are going to get hungry.  
They don’t have enough supplies to feed everyone.  They pull Jesus aside and tell him it is time to 
pronounce the benediction and send everyone home. 

That is the scenario recorded in the gospels, most notably Matthew 14:13-21.  Jesus and his         
disciples saw two very different things.  The disciples saw an impossibility.  There were too many 
people and not enough food.  Jesus saw an opportunity.  He told the disciples to give the people 
something to eat.  And you know how this story turned out.  The multitude of people, numbering 
thousands, all had food enough and then some.  Some have speculated that it was nothing short of 
a miracle.  Some have suggested that it was a result of people sharing what they had.  Either option 
sounds like a miracle to me. 

We might reduce this story to an example of feeding hungry people in the wilderness.  But it is also 
about the perspective we bring to a situation.  Is this a challenge or an opportunity?  How we view 
the situation will determine how we respond. 

In our daily lives we face such challenges all the time.  Something unexpected arises and we have to 
figure out a solution.  The situation arrives like an unwelcome guest demanding our attention.  How 
we respond can make all the difference in the world. 

I think of some challenges we have faced, and continue to face, as a congregation.  All the struggles 
around safety during covid necessitated changes in how we do church.  We didn’t always like the 
solutions and they often required significant work on the part of everyone.  But I recently met a 
family that has been watching our services online.  I had never met them before, but they            
expressed appreciation for our worship services and felt a connection to our church.  The challenge 
of doing worship in new way created an opportunity to reach new people.  Who would have       
suspected?   

I could add more examples, but the point I wish to make is that our willingness to face life’s       
challenges, both individually and collective, and find ways to creatively overcome them enables us 
to discover new opportunities we never imagined.  Sometimes we will fail, sometimes we will     
succeed.  Sometimes the solutions are right there in plain sight and sometimes the solutions lead to 
further challenges.  But like the disciples picking up the leftovers after feeding a multitude, we find 
that hidden in every challenge there is an unexpected opportunity waiting to be discovered.  

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 Church News 

September Book Club 

The selection for the September book club is “The Remains of the Day” by Kazuo 
Ishiguro.  While on a six-day excursion, the lead character reflects upon his past 
work and its meaning and significance.  A copy of the book is available in the 
church library or can be purchased at Viewpoint Books.  We will discuss this   
novel on Sunday, September 18th at 6:00 p.m.  

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of John Fox. 

 

The annual Pride Festival will be held at Mill Race Park on Saturday, September 24th from 1:00-7:00 
p.m.  Again this year, First UMC will have a booth to show our support for the LGBTQ                   
community.  We are one of the few churches that have participated in this event, making it vitally 
important to show our support for the rich diversity of God’s beloved family.  If you are able to    
volunteer for any portion of the event, please contact Rev. Boles.  

Welcome to Your New Roles! 

We are pleased to welcome new staff members to the First UMC leadership team.  We have hired 
Gayle Kelley and Teresa Nickerson as the new co-Directors of the Learning Tree Preschool.  They 
bring a rich experience in early childhood development and have served in leadership roles for 
many years in the preschool.  We are delighted to welcome them in this new role.   

We have also hired new evening custodians.  Mary and Katy Hiatt began August 19th taking care of 
the evening custodial needs.  This mother/daughter team will also be assisting with the Sunday 
morning opening and closing of the building.  Be sure to extend a warm welcome as you see them!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School classes are BACK! Come join us for fun and age-appropriate lessons 
taught by some amazing teachers! There will be no children’s Sunday School on Sunday,         
September 4th, due to Labor Day. 

All 7th-12th grade students are invited to Join us for our 

FUMC-only group on September 11th, as we begin to 

dive into our first theme of the year from Matthew 25—

“I Was Thirsty.” We will be doing some fun activities to 

help learn about the theme and getting us ready for our 

Mega Youth Group on September 25th with First       

Presbyterian. On that day, we will do some large group 

activities relating to our theme and continue to have fun 

together! 

Stay up-to-date with youth group happenings by         

following the @firstumcyouth Instagram or by emailing 

jriddle@fumccolumbus.org.  

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

 
Clothe-a-Child 

THANK YOU!  The Clothe-a-Child mission was a successful and     
rewarding one again this year.  Diane Doup of Lincoln Central 
Neighborhood Family Center provided FUMC with 5 families,       
including 11 children from ages 5 - 17.  Eight different congregation 
families helped in the shopping trips.  The reports from the       
shoppers and from the families have been wonderful!  The families 
were so pleased with our assistance.  The shoppers and the children 
had a great time.   Thank you to everyone who assisted in providing 
for the neighborhood families.  

Are you interested to helping support our 
college students? Become a pen pal this 
year! All that’s needed is a willingness to 
send cards and notes to our students 
throughout the year.    Contact Jen Riddle at                            
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org if you want to 
participate! 

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

All women who are members of the United Methodist Church are members of United 

Methodist Women.  That puts FUMC Columbus at 15% active and 85% inactive.  In 

the 15% active, 90% are 80+ years old, and the rest are ready to step on the banana 

peel!  How would you feel with no funeral dinner committee?  How would you feel 

with no reception committee?  How would you feel with NO COOKIE WALK?!  We, the 

active members, are struggling and praying and praying.  Input is needed from the 

congregation.  Active member numbers need to increase exponentially for this vital 

part of our church to survive.  Your thoughts, suggestions, ideas, etc. are so very      

important.  Written responses to this plea are best for the “old” minds to take action.  

Please send them to:  

First United Methodist Church 
Attn: UMW 

618 Eighth St. 
Columbus, IN 47201 

and they will be found in the mailbox in the church office.  You can also email Daron 

in the church office at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org and he will get your suggestions 

to the UMW.  We look forward to hearing from you as we seek to revitalize this       

important ministry. 

Blessings, 
FUMC UMW Executive Board 

mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org


 

United Methodist Women 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on August 17th at 1:00 p.m.  Jennie Lutes was hostess for the 
meeting providing dessert on the table decorated with miniature light houses to go along with the 
theme for her program about light. She also made embroidered favors of a light house for each 
member.  Leader Cynthia Stephenson opened the meeting with a reading “When I Started Loving 
Myself” by Charlie Chaplin.  A short business meeting was conducted by Cynthia followed by the 
program. Jennie read several Bible verses that focused on light then closed with prayer. The UMW 
Prayer Calendar/Devotions was given by Linda Lane. 

The next meeting will be held on September 21st at 1:00 in the Blue Room. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our pets are important parts of our families.  They are a source of love and comfort to our lives.  On 
Saturday, October 1, First UMC will be offering a Blessing of the Animals in the green space north 
of the church.  You can bring your beloved pet to receive a blessing.  Activities begin at 10:00 
a.m.  Be sure to share this with your friends and neighbors.   

“The Indiana University Singing Hoosiers have a long and storied tradition of excellence in the    
contemporary vocal arts, performing popular contemporary vocal music ranging from The Great 
American Songbook, jazz, Broadway, to the hits of today.” 

Fridays@First Presents:  
The Singing Hoosiers 

October 7, 2022  7:00 p.m. 

Save the Date! 



First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812.372.2851 
 

The Spire 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Howard E. Boles 
 
Business Administrator, Tammy Fields 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Jen Riddle 
Music Director, Caio Lopes 
Organist, Laura Bottei 
Handbell Choir Director, Joyce Crowder 
Associate Director of LTP Classroom Ministry, Gayle Kelley 
Associate Director of LTP Extended Care, Teresa Nickerson 
Administrative Assistant, Daron Thayer 
Custodian, Marcia Hornback 
Custodian, Mary Hiatt 
Custodian, Katy Hiatt 
 

Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to fumc@fumccolumbus.org. 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 6th 
grade in Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 
Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 

YouTube pages:  
www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

Go to youtube.com and search for             
FUMC Columbus  

 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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