
Dear Friend, 

At the Indiana Annual Conference held last month in Marion, the session began with worship and 
prayer.  It set the tone for what we would do throughout the week.  Though we were there to    
conduct business (setting budgets, making decisions, etc.) the opening worship was a reminder of 
the common spirit that brings us together, our faith in God.   

Bishop Julius Trimble added to the purpose with his episcopal address.  He didn’t sidestep the     
elephant in the room.  He noted that there were churches that had voted to leave the                   
denomination.  Later in the Conference, the names of the twenty-nine churches were identified and 
voted upon.  But the Bishop set an important tone in his address.  He used a phrase that would be 
repeated multiple times throughout the Conference.  He said, “there are no good or bad people, 
just people.”  

How easy it is to designate those with whom we disagree as being “bad.”  And by the same token, 
we place ourselves among the “good” crowd.  But from God’s standpoint we are all beloved.  God 
sees no distinction and neither should we. 

Secondly, Bishop Trimble noted that we should treat one another with respect.  Though he didn’t 
use this phrase, I likened it to the brokenness of a divorce.  What he was calling for was mutual   
respect and kindness on everyone’s part.  Those who are departing should refrain from lashing out 
at those who remain.  And those who are remaining should treat those leaving with kindness.  His 
words set a great tone and I appreciate that leadership. 

Before I conclude, I want to note that for Columbus First UMC, we are not planning to leave the  
denomination.  We are continuing to work through what it means to be God’s church in this     
modern era.  That can be difficult at times.  It requires patience and perseverance, but I believe God 
is continuing to work through our church and denomination and look forward to being a part of 
that vision.  So, for any who are worried, we are not going anywhere and our ministry continues to 
be guided by God, working through imperfect people like me and you. 

But now to return to the Bishop’s message.  In such divisive times, his words are important to hear, 
not just on a denominational level, but in our every day relationships.  Families disagree.  Neighbors 
see things differently.  Congregations are composed of wonderful people with many diverse        
perspectives.  We do not all agree.  Amid those differences, I hope that we will continue to listen to 
and share with one another.  And if those differences become insurmountable, let us always        
remember to treat one another with the love we saw in Jesus, a love that is filled with kindness and 
respect. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 

Join us on Sunday, July 3rd as we dedicate the outdoor labyrinth.  This is the latest addition to our 
outdoor campus that includes the Memorial Garden, the columbarium, our playground and the 
peaceful flower beds around the church.  We will gather after worship on that Sunday to offer a 
prayer of dedication and celebrate this important spiritual gift to our community. 

Church News 

Church Picnic 

Mark your calendars for the annual picnic on Sunday, July 31st.  The   
morning begins with worship led by a Jazz trio at 10:00 a.m.  Following 
that, we invite you to come to Donner Park for a time of food, fun, and  
fellowship.  The meat and drinks will be provided.  We ask that you bring a 
side dish or dessert to share.  We will also have a fundraiser auction at the 
picnic to help fund the upcoming mission trip to Guatemala in March 
2023.   

Are you interested in participating in the March 2023 mission trip to Guatemala?  We would like to 
invite you to come to an informational meeting on Monday, July 18th at 6:00 p.m.  We will share 
some of the past experiences, explain the details of a trip and what it entails.  Even if you are       
unsure, we invite you to join us for this meeting to help make your decision.  If you are interested, 
but unable to attend this meeting, please contact Rev. Boles so we can have an accurate count of 
participants. 

July Book Club 

The selection for the July book club is Lynda Rutledge’s book, “West with         
Giraffes.”  This fictional story is based upon the real events of two giraffes that 
survive a hurricane while being transported across the Atlantic.  The novel details 
the twelve-day road trip to their ultimate destination, the San Diego Zoo.  All are 
invited to join the conversation around this book on Sunday, July 17th at 6:00 
p.m.  The novel is available in the church library or can be purchased at a         
discount at Viewpoint Bookstore.  Other upcoming selections include: 

August 21  “The Pecan Man” by Cassie Dandridge Selleck 
September 18  “The Remains of the Day” by Kazuo Ishiguro 
October 16  “Their Eyes Were Watching God” by Zora Neale Hurston 
November 20  “The Last Blue” by Isla Morley 
December 18  “Before the Coffee Gets Cold” by Toshikazu Kawaguchi 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers and paid childcare workers needed! We know that childcare during the worship       
service is something important for younger families. In order to maintain this aspect of our        
ministry, we need your help to increase the group of caring folks willing to serve in our nursery and 
Kid’s Connect. Even if you’ve served before, please contact jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to share if 
you are willing to volunteer or work with our children during services! The more folks we have in 
our pool of workers, the more consistent our Kid’s Connect offerings can be. Thank you! 

Welcome to summer! We have lots of ideas for activities 
for all ages that will get us outside and maintaining         
fellowship throughout a busy summer. Our desire is to get 
people from all generations to engage with these events to 
support one another, deepen relationships, and show 
Christ’s love to our neighborhood.  Don’t miss out! Be sure 
to check the FUMC Family Facebook page, the bulletin, and 
Pastor Howard’s Monday Devotional as we schedule these 
events throughout summer break. If your family is not yet 
receiving Pastor Jen’s Friday Family Resource email, send 
her a note at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be included!  
We can’t wait to hang out with you! 

Everyone headed back to school this fall is    
invited to participate in a back-to-school   
blessing on July 31st! We will be giving away 
backpack tags and stickers to help you           
remember that God and our congregation will 
always be with you as you learn, teach, and 
grow. We will also be presenting Bibles to all 
rising second grade students. 

Come celebrate the new school year with us 
before we take the celebration to Donner Park 
for the church picnic! 
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Youth Group will meet at least once a month over summer 
break for activities that include both fun and service!  
Check out our Instagram @firstumcyouth or email          
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added to our GroupMe 
youth chat.  All up-to-date info about our gatherings can be 
found there.  All college students who are home for the 
summer are welcome to join our activities!  

One of the things we hope to discover in summer 

is a sense of Sabbath rest.  Oftentimes, however, 

summer becomes an even busier time full of  

travel and activity. Follow the @firstumcyouth 

Instagram page and the @fumcfamily Facebook 

page in July as we take a break from our usual 

posts and focus on Sabbath rest.  We hope that 

you will follow along with us and find some balm 

for your souls! 

Clothe-a-Child 

For many years, FUMC and Lincoln Central Neighborhood Family Center have partnered to provide 
neighborhood children with new school clothes.  This partnership, known as Clothe-a-Child,        
continues again this year.  Watch for more information over the coming weeks about ways you can 
be involved to make this year a success! 
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      Our Church Family 

Scarlett Elizabeth Otte was born on May 27, 2022 to parents Hannah & Evan 

Otte.  Congratulations to the family! 

The church mourns the loss of Gene Gurthet, Ferrell Armstrong, and Darrel 

Waldrop. 

UMW Tea Towels 

Need a gift or just need a tea towel to change the looks of your kitchen?  The United Methodist 
Women will be selling decorative tea towels starting this month.  We have hymns for Easter, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  The one-color printed towels will sell for $10.00 each and those with 
two colors will be $12.00.  They will be available before and after church starting July 24, 2022.  The 
money raised will be used to help pay our pledge to support the missions of the UMW, such as the 
Lucille Raines Residence and Redbird Missions.  Stop by our table and see the different designs 
available.   
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Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to fumc@fumccolumbus.org. 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 6th 
grade in Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 
Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 

YouTube pages:  
www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

Go to youtube.com and search for             
FUMC Columbus  

 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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