
Dear Friend, 

Birthdays are days to tell our origin stories.  “On the day you were born…”  “The first time we 
brought you home…”  Somewhere embedded in those stories are important elements of who we 
are and who we would become.  The same is true for the church.  Pentecost is the birthdate of the 
church.  This is where we began.  And in our origin story, we learn of the things that would shape 
who we would become together.   

In Acts 2:43-47 we hear that the early church practiced radical kindness and sharing among      
themselves.  They shared all things in common and if someone had a need they used these          
resources to care for one another.  In recent years, scholars have written about this as a marker for 
why the church grew.  They argue that this radical care was countercultural but resonated with 
people’s internal moral compass.  Though society often overlooked the poor, the widows, the     
orphans, the church saw this as unjust.  The church responded with a compassion that attracted 
others.  Even if they were not widows themselves, had never been an orphan or never experienced 
the financial struggles prevalent to many, they were attracted to that spirit of compassion for     
others.  The early church grew because of that outward caring. 

We would do well to remember this.  People are attracted to kindness.  People want to belong to 
something that is making a difference in the world around them.  Yes, inspiring worship is vital.  
Yes, hospitality is essential.  And good coffee or lemonade after the services never hurts.  But one of 
the most important factors is belonging to something that makes a difference. 

Likewise, Pentecost is about empowerment. The day of Pentecost is filled with energy and vitality.  
It seemed chaotic, but it was a day of intense excitement.  On that day, the Holy Spirit was poured 
out upon the people and they began to do things they never imagined possible.  They spoke in ways 
they didn’t realize they could.  They broke down all the boundaries that divided people and began 
to love and care in ways that transcended all languages.  It was a day of doing the things they never 
dreamed were possible.  They encountered former limits and surpassed them.  This is who we are.  
It is what it means to be the church. 

Birthdays are days to remember, to reflect upon where we have been and where we are going.  We 
have a rich history of sharing God’s love, of showing kindness to one another, of being there in 
times of need.  May God continue to empower us for the ministry we share in this community and 
around the world.   

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers and paid childcare workers needed!  We know that childcare during the worship       
service is something important for younger families.  In order to maintain this aspect of our       
ministry, we need your help to increase the group of caring folks willing to serve in our nursery and 
Kid’s Connect.  Even if you’ve served before, please contact jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to share if 
you are willing to volunteer or work with our children during services!  The more folks we have in 
our pool of workers, the more consistent our Kid’s Connect offerings can be.  Thank you! 

Welcome to summer!  We have lots of ideas for activities 
for all ages that will get us outside and maintaining         
fellowship throughout a busy summer.  Our desire is to get 
people from all generations to engage with these events to 
support one another, deepen relationships, and show 
Christ’s love to our neighborhood.  Don’t miss out! Be sure 
to check the FUMC Family Facebook page, the bulletin, and 
Pastor Howard’s Monday Devotional as we schedule these 
events throughout summer break.  If your family is not yet 
receiving Pastor Jen’s Friday Family Resource email, send 
her a note at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be included!  
We can’t wait to hang out with you! 

Youth Group will meet at least once a month over 
summer break for activities that include both fun and 
service!  Check out our Instagram @firstumcyouth or 
email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added to our 
GroupMe youth chat.  All up-to-date info about our 
gatherings can be found there.  All college students 
who are home for the summer are welcome to join 
our activities!  
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Our graduates were honored during the Youth Sunday service on May 22nd.  Senior Katherine 
Rumsey gave the sermon.  

Name Degree School Address 

Emma Campbell High School Diploma Columbus East 7685 W Co Rd 925 N, Elizabethtown IN 
47232 

Maia Campbell Bachelor of Arts and  
Science in Religion and 
Sociology 

U Indy 7685 W Co Rd 925 N, Elizabethtown IN 
47232 

Rachel Ciadella Bachelor of Social Work Ball State 2484 Fairfax Ct, Columbus IN 47203 

Josie Elwood High School Diploma Columbus North 4320 N Riverside Dr, Columbus IN 47203 

Caroline Emerick High School Diploma Columbus East 9675 E Katey Dr, Columbus IN 47203 

Naomi Gambrel High School Diploma Columbus North 1935 Brookfield Ct, Columbus IN 47201 

Trenton Kelley Bachelor’s degree Morehead State 333 Plum Court, Columbus, IN 47201 

Katherine Rumsey High School Diploma Columbus North 9152 W Tulip Dr, Columbus IN 47201 

Elizabeth Wessel Bachelor of Elementary 
Education 

Ball State 2288 Broadmoor Ln, Columbus IN 47203 

If you would like to send a note of congratulations to our grads, their addresses and information 

are below. 

Pictured (above, left to right): Graduates     

Katherine Rumsey, Elizabeth Wessel, and      

Caroline Emerick.  

Pictured (below): Caroline Emerick leads the 

Family Ministry Moment. 



 

Have you heard news about the United Methodist Church and a potential split?  Who is leaving and 
why?  What does this mean for First UMC?  For help discerning answers to these and related    
questions, please join Rev. Boles on Sunday, June 5th in the Fellowship Hall after worship.  He will 
explain the details of this split and what it means for us together.   

Church News 

Annual Conference 

Annual Conference is a yearly gathering of United Methodist clergy and lay leaders throughout the 
state.  This year we will gather at Indiana Wesleyan University in Marion, Indiana from May 9-11.  
This is a time of worship, business, and sharing ideas and resources.  We look forward to sharing the 
highlights of this experience afterward! 

First Cares 

First Cares is a day of service with projects for every age and     
ability.  This year we invite you to dress casually to church on June 
12th and stay for a meal and service projects.  There will be indoor 
projects to make blankets for foster children in our community.  
You can join the crew in the kitchen to bake cookies to be           
delivered to nurses.  Weather permitting, you can participate in a 
prayer walk through the neighborhood.  We are also looking for 
small projects to assist church members, so if you have a project 
we could help with, let us know!  All are encouraged to join us for 
this time of service and fellowship immediately following worship 
on June 12th.  

Holy Humor Sunday 

June 19th will be a day of laughter and delight.  Join 
us for Holy Humor Sunday as we experience the  
fullness of God’s love and acceptance through 
shared joy. As part of the annual Father’s Day       
tradition, we encourage everyone, men and women 
alike, to wear their ugliest tie to worship that   
morning.   

Book Club 

The selection for the June book club is a follow up to a previous novel we read.  
Years ago we read the thought-provoking novel, “The Unlikely Pilgrimage of     
Harold Fry” by Rachel Joyce.  This month, we are reading the sequel, “The Love 
Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy.”  Like the first novel, this one explores a journey, 
but it is more of Queenie’s emotional journey.  Join us on Sunday, June 19th at 
6:00 p.m. for this discussion. 



Flowers in Bloom for All of Us 

At this time, one of the best things one can do is to get   
outside in the fresh air and enjoy the beauty of nature.  The 
Garden Committee has been hard at work around our 
Church.  You will see accents of color and fresh plantings 
along Lafayette Avenue, 8th Street, and the East door walk.  
Of particular note this month, in the Memorial Gardens, are 

the peonies and clematis tower envisioned and planted by our Master Gardner John Lemley.  The 
peonies highlight the Columbarium and the clematis towers provide a focus to the entrance to Lisa 
Cottingham’s memorial on the patio.  We hope you can enjoy God’s gift of flowers to us all.   

Garden Group 

 

 

 

We are planning a return trip to Mission Guatemala in March 2023.  To 
help finance the work, we will hold an auction at the church picnic on 
July 31st at Donner Park.  Do you have items you could donate?  A craft 
or homemade gift?  A pair of tickets to a sporting event?  Your             
donations will help make this auction a success.  Please contact the 
church office with your ideas. 

Church Picnic and Auction 



Support First Church by shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Same exact low prices, vast selection 
and convenient shopping experience with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to our church. 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Bob Bishop and June Nichols. 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 6th 
grade in Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 
Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 

YouTube pages:  
www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

Go to youtube.com and search for             
FUMC Columbus  

 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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