
Dear Friend, 

Early in the pandemic, Greg and Lorre Roe were trying to find the Palm Sunday worship services for 
their local church on Facebook.  They live in Grants Pass, Oregon and attend the Newman UMC.  So 
when they did the search for their church, the first church that came up was Newman UMC in     
Alexandria, Louisiana.  Out of curiosity, Greg and Lorre decided to watch the services. And they  
continued to tune in. 

For two years, they have worshipped at their local UMC, but also watched the online services led by 
Rev. Tiffanie Postell.  They felt a connection to this new church.  So, on the two year anniversary of 
their accidental discovery, Greg and Lorre traveled from Oregon to Louisiana to worship in person 
at their second church home.   

Rev. Postell noted that providing worship online is an important new ministry and we never know 
who is watching.  You never know who might be impacted by the worship we provide on a given 
Sunday. 

I know several years ago I preached a sermon that included a reference to an obituary that I had 
read.  The daughter of the deceased saw that sermon and we spoke on the phone.  She had written 
a book about her father and she forwarded a copy to me.  I never imagined that she would read the 
sermon online, much less reach out to talk.   

Our online ministry is an important one.  Providing our worship on Facebook and YouTube is a way 
to connect with our existing membership, but also to countless others who choose to tune in.  I 
have likened it to the new back pew of the church.  You know the back pew.  It is the place where a 
visitor is able to quietly slip into the sanctuary without being seen so they can see if they wish to 
continue there.  And when the service is over, they try to slip out unseen.  That is an important safe 
place for those who are uncertain about a given church.  It provides a place to worship, while      
determining whether this church is a place they can fit in.  The online worship is the new back pew, 
allowing folks who are uncertain or who have been wounded by a church, to safely attend until 
they feel comfortable to attend in person.   

I must confess that I am disappointed that this never occurred to me sooner, but I am grateful that 
we are doing it now.  Online church is a great resource for those who are shut-in, traveling, unable 
to attend on Sunday at 10 a.m. and for the generally curious.  We look forward to seeing you     
however you are able to attend.   

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Mother’s Day Hats 
In years gone by it was customary to wear hats (men and women) as a part of 
formal attire.  Particularly in church, folks would wear ornate hats with     
feathers, lace and other adornments. On Mother’s Day, May 8th, we’re       
inviting you to wear your hat to church! It can be as simple or ornate as you 
like (just remember to be respectful of the folks who share your pew!)  

May Book Club 

Join Pastor Howard as he discusses the book, The Paris Library, by Janet 
Skeslien Charles.  Based on the true story of the heroic librarians at the    
American Library in Paris during World War II—The Paris Library is a moving 
and unforgettable “ode to the importance of libraries, books, and the human 
connections we find within both.”  The discussion will take place on Sunday, 
May 15 at 6:00 p.m. in room 116.  Contact Pastor Howard if you’d like to    
participate via Zoom. 



 

 

 

 

 

All students in 7th through 12th grade are invited to 

join us this April for fun and fellowship! We are 

getting ready for our youth-led service on May 22nd 

and we’d love to get everyone’s input and ideas. 

Stay connected to the Instagram @firstumcyouth or 
GroupMe youth chat for any updates after the    
publishing of the Spire. If you need to be added to 
the GroupMe, email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to 
be added. 

Our multi-church youth game night in April was SO MUCH FUN!  We had a dinner of nachos and 
got to know some new students and leaders from First Presbyterian, Fairlawn Presbyterian, and 
the Unitarian Universalist congregations.  We played a game where you could only hit the giant 
ball with your elbow or knee, did a gratitude sharing time using Skittles, and had some heated 
battles of Would You Rather and Apples to Apples.  We had a blast and hope to have consistent 
events coming in the future!  
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Kids Sunday School 

Join us in the Fellowship Fall for fun, silly songs and 
prayers, as well as a weekly Bible story! All kids 
through 6th grade are invited to explore the Bible in a 
way that will generate discussion throughout the 
week.  

Graduation Sunday is May 22nd—let us know 
ASAP if your student is graduating from high 
school, college, or graduate school so we can 
honor them during the 10am service! 

College Student Support Boxes are on their way to our         
hard-working students! Thanks to all the families for        
updating addresses, so these get to their destinations    
safely!  
Pray for our students as they are completing final exams 
and projects over the coming weeks. These are stressful 
days, and they could use all the love and support we can 
give! 





Garden Group 

Welcome to Spring!  Have you noticed all the flowers in 
bloom around the church?  Right where we knew the bulbs 
were buried!  That is the fun of gardening, seeing your work 
from last year coming back to life in the Spring.  Recently 
the church Garden Group gathered to enjoy coffee, treats, 
and a chance to get re-acquainted after the long, Covid  

winter.  We talked about the fun (and a little work) of the coming season.  If you were unable to 
join us, no problem.  You still can.  The Garden Group generally meets every Thursday morning at 
9:00am, at the east door walk.  We are together for about an hour.  During this time we learn and 
chat... not just about gardening!  So, you do not need knowledge of plants and gardening to join 
us, just a love of nature, fellowship, and the desire to support our church and community.  If you 
are interested (or curious) contact Bill Poor at 812-343-2975 or at wepoor@comcast.net. 

Gardeners Know All the Dirt... 

 

 

And, where all the bulbs are buried! 
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Making it Rain for Raines 

May 14, 2022 is a great opportunity for everyone to help an   
important mission of the United Methodist Women.  We are 
hosting a bazaar from 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. at Seymour First 
UMC.  There will be baked goods, crafts, and plants for sale.  All 
proceeds will be sent to our mission, Lucille Raines                   
Residence.  This residence is located in the old Nottingham Court 
Hotel in Indianapolis.  There are 49 rooms for men and women 
who are recovering from alcohol or drug abuse.  The residence is 
a very important mission of the UMW and has been very        

successful in aiding the residents in turning their lives around.  Because the hotel is an old building 
there is always something to repair.  The money we make from the bazaar will pay our portion for 
the gift cards for the residents at Christmas.  Any amount left over will be given to Lucille Raines 
Residence for the replacement of the original elevator and to make the building handicapped     
accessible.  We look forward to seeing you in Seymour on May 14 between 10 and 3 at the First 
UMC located at 201 E. Third Street. 

United Methodist Women 

Miriam Circle 
Miriam Circle met April 20th in the Blue Room at FUMC.  Sue Paris was hostess and prepared a 
delicious dessert.  Leader Cynthia Stephenson opened with a reading from “Hugs,” pinpointing 
“An imperfect and wonderful life,” and prayer.  Everyone is reminded of the UMW District 
Meeting in Seymour on May 14th, from 10am-3pm.  This year is a bazaar with the proceeds given 
to Lucille Raines for a new elevator and ADA improvements.  Jeri Ahlbrand gave the program 
about Lucille Raines.  After devotions, the members were reminded the May meeting is May 18th 
in the Blue Room. 
 
Naomi Circle 
Naomi Circle met on April 11 in the Blue Room and was hosted by Susan Gobert, Cathy Custer, 
and Connie Wilson.  This year’s UMW booklet was handed out to everyone that still needed one.  
Jeri Ahlbrand reported on the bazaar that will take place later this month at First United Method-
ist Church in Seymour (info below).  Jeri used John 19:17-19, 23-27, and 31-36 for worship.      
Connie Wilson offered to host the next circle meeting, which will take place on May 9 at 6:30 
p.m. at her house.  Connie will provide the drinks and do the program; Nancy Englebert will do 
the worship.   



Thanks to First United Methodist Church and its members and 
friends who sent cards, offered prayers, shared memories, food, 
kind words, or expressed support in other ways upon the loss of 
our daughter, mother, sister, grandmother, and friend, Jennifer 
Ann Nichols.  We have been strengthened by your care and     
concern.  Gratefully, 

The Allan Wilson Family 

The Missions Committee is excited to share a date for First Cares, the 
annual day of service. We will hold this event on Sunday, June 12th    
immediately following our 10 a.m. worship service. The event will begin 
with a meal in the Fellowship Hall followed by projects for all ages and 
abilities. Among the things we have planned are: making blankets for 
foster children, flower arrangements to our senior members, a prayer 
walk through the neighborhood, making cookies for hospital workers. If 
you have small household projects that you would like help with, indoor 
or outdoor, please contact the church to let us know. We would be glad 
to come help you with such things!  

First Cares 

Annual Conference 

The Annual Conference gathering of clergy and lay members will be held on the campus of Indiana 
Wesleyan University on June 8-10. This is a time to worship together as we attend to the business 
of the Indiana Conference. But, there is a way you can help. All United Methodist Churches are 
encouraged to bring school kits for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). You can 
purchase single items or assemble a whole kit. They ask that all items be new. The list of items are: 

—one pair of blunt scissors (round tip only, no plastic scissors) 
—one box of 24 crayons 
—three one subject notebooks 
—one pack of loose-leaf paper (100 or 200 count; wide or college rule) 
—one hand-held pencil sharpener 
—one ruler (12 inches or 30 centimeters) 
—six unsharpened pencils 
—one eraser, two inches or larger 
—one two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag 

This list of items will be available at the church doors and collection boxes will be at the entrances. 



      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Norm Morris. 

 

 

 

The next blood drive at First UMC is Friday, June 3rd from noon to 5:00 p.m.  You can sign up to     
donate blood by visiting redcrossblood.org or by calling 1-800-733-2767. 

Church Picnic 
Save the date:  The annual Church 
picnic will be Sunday, July 31st at 
11:30 a.m. at Donner Park. At this 
year’s picnic we will once again 
have an auction of items to help 
support the participants going on 
the Guatemala Mission Trip in 
March 2023.  If you have items you 
could donate…craft items, foods,  
services, tickets or other items, 
please contact the church office.   
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 6th 
grade in Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 
Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 

YouTube pages:  
www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

Go to youtube.com and search for             
FUMC Columbus  

 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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https://www.facebook.com/columbusfumc
mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

