
Dear Friend, 

Last year, our Trustees Committee and Administrative Council approved the creation of an outdoor 
labyrinth on a portion of the green space north of the church.  Due to funding issues the project 
was delayed until 2022, but we are excited that this important spiritual tool will be available soon 
for all to enjoy. 
 
I don’t recall my first introduction to walking a labyrinth, but I have been fortunate to find them in 
many locations.  I have walked labyrinths in Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, a beautiful outdoor 
labyrinth at a retreat center in New Mexico, and two different labyrinths in New Harmony, Indiana.  
The walking is a time for centering, meditating, and contemplating and I have enjoyed it every time. 
 
For those who may not be familiar with a labyrinth, let me offer some background.  First, a           
labyrinth is not a maze.  It has one entry point that leads to the center.  From there, one retraces 
their steps and follows the path out.  Because there are no decisions to make along the path---
should I turn left or right…one can walk quietly and thoughtfully. Sometimes people will walk with 
an open mind to see what spiritual insights emerge.  Other times people may meditate on a        
particular topic, pray about an issue or reflect upon a scripture verse.  There are many ways to walk 
the labyrinth, but the intent is to step away from the outward distractions and spend a brief period 
for intentional spiritual reflection. Upon arriving at the center, walkers may pause to reflect, pray, 
or just be still in God’s presence to see where the Spirit guides one’s mind.   
 
While some labyrinths are set in the interior of church, like the well-known one in Chartres          
Cathedral in France, I am delighted that ours will be outdoors.  It will be available to everyone.  It 
will be a gift to our congregation, an opportunity for small groups, youth and others to engage in a 
time of spiritual reflection.  But it is also a gift to our community.  Anyone can walk it, making it a 
wonderful asset both to our church and the broader community. 
 
In the coming weeks, watch the work happening in the green space.  When the labyrinth is ready, 
we will have a dedication and celebration of this holy gift.  I look forward to this new addition to our 
church campus! 
 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Book Club 

The selection for the April book club is a simple read, but filled with important 
lessons.  It can easily be read in a single sitting, but will continue to inspire you 
long after you put it down.  The book is Charlie Mackesy’s illustrated novel, 
“The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse.”  Come and join us on Sunday, 
April 17th at 6:00 p.m. 

Holy week is the name given to the days preceding the   
Easter celebration.  To truly make this a holy week, we will 
be offering several services highlighting special events in  
Jesus’ life.  We begin with the Palm Sunday processional on 
Sunday April 10th.  Children, youth, families (and all who 
would like!) will carry palms in the sanctuary during the 
opening hymn. 
 Thursday, April 14th is Maundy Thursday.  We will 
hold a service in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. to remember the 
meal Jesus shared with his disciples.  Following the service, 
we will have a 24 hour prayer vigil in the Chapel.  Members 
can sign up to come to the chapel to pray from 8 p.m. on 
Thursday through 7 p.m. on Friday.  Please watch the       
bulletin for sign up opportunities. 
 Friday, April 15th is the day we call Good Friday.  It is 
a remembrance of Jesus’ death on the cross.  We will hold a 
service that evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 
 Easter morning begins with a sunrise service outside 
(weather permitting) at 7:00 a.m.  This brief service will    
celebrate the resurrection and joy of Easter morning.  We 
follow this service with a breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.   
 Our Easter morning service begins at 10 a.m. in the 
sanctuary and will conclude with the singing of the            
Hallelujah Chorus. 
 We encourage you to attend these services as you 
are able to make this a memorable and holy season! 

Support First Church by shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Same exact 

low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience with 

the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 

price to our church. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Jennifer Nichols and Jack Piercefield. 

 

 

 

All students in 7th-12th grade are invited to 

join us this April for fun and fellowship! 

Stay connected to the Instagram 
@firstumcyouth or GroupMe youth chat for 
any updates after the  publishing of the Spire. 
If you need to be added to the GroupMe, 
email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added. 

Our multi-church youth game night cancelled 
in January has finally been rescheduled! We 
are looking forward to a fun night of food and 
fellowship with teens from First Presbyterian, 
Fairlawn Presbyterian, and the Unitarian     
Universalist Congregation of Columbus. 
  
Even if you haven’t been a part of our youth 
group in the past, we are excited to welcome 
you for a fun evening of getting to know teens 
from these other congregations. 
 
If you have any questions, reach out to Jen  
Riddle at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org for       
information.  

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

Kids Sunday School 

Join us in the Fellowship Fall for fun, silly songs and 
prayers, as well as a weekly Bible story! All kids 
through 6th grade are invited to explore the Bible in a 
way that will generate discussion throughout the 
week.  

Now that we’ve resumed in-person worship, Nursery 
and Kid’s Connect have re-started as well. If you’ve 
got kids age 3 and under, they can be cared for in the 
nursery, which is available throughout the 10am    
worship service. Kid’s Connect, for ages 4 through 3rd 
grade, begins after kids are dismissed from the Family 
Ministry Moment in worship. 

Don’t forget that we also have worship bags available 
by the balcony entrance on the 3rd floor as well as in 
the Kid’s Corner in the Narthex! The Kid’s Corner is 
also full of quiet activities for kids to use during      
worship. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings covid-tired and winter-weary friends.  What better time 

of year than spring, with budding flowers and leafing trees, to see a 

renewal of life and a reinvigoration in our lives.  The church Garden 

Team definitely understands this.  The Team is responsible for   

sharing God’s gift of flowers with our congregation and our        

community throughout the season.  If you are interested in fun and 

fellowship in the great outdoors (oh, and an hour or so of work, weekly) please join us.  We will 

have a session to greet and talk on Thursday, April 21st at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall, with coffee 

and treats, as we make plans for the coming season.  You do not need to have any garden           

experience.  As stated above, we have fun... which means a lot of talking.  You will learn the beauty 

of nature while we are together, over coffee or outdoors making the dirt look good! 

In the Garden 

Garden Team Spring, Kick-off Coffee,  

Thursday, April 21st, 10:00am, Fellowship Hall Gardeners Make Dirt Look Good!  

Making it Rain for Raines 

May 14, 2022 is a great opportunity for everyone to help an   
important mission of the United Methodist Women.  We are 
hosting a bazaar from 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. at Seymour First 
UMC.  There will be baked goods, crafts, and plants for sale.  All 
proceeds will be sent to our mission, Lucille Raines                   
Residence.  This residence is located in the old Nottingham Court 
Hotel in Indianapolis.  There are 49 rooms for men and women 
who are recovering from alcohol or drug abuse.  The residence is 
a very important mission of the UMW and has been very        

successful in aiding the residents in turning their lives around.  Because the hotel is an old building 
there is always something to repair.  The money we make from the bazaar will pay our portion for 
the gift cards for the residents at Christmas.  Any amount left over will be given to Lucille Raines 
Residence for the replacement of the original elevator and to make the building handicapped     
accessible.  We look forward to seeing you in Seymour on May 14 between 10 and 3 at the First 
UMC located at 201 E. Third Street. 
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids up to 6th 
grade in Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m.  In the Sanctuary 
Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook or 

YouTube pages:  
www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

Go to youtube.com and search for             
FUMC Columbus  

 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/columbusfumc
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