
Dear Friend, 

One of our star words as a congregation is “celebration.”  So let me share a celebration found in an 
unlikely place: Denominational reports.  In previous churches, I was often responsible for the end of 
year reports that had to be sent to the denomination.  Although I took the forms seriously, I often 
wondered if anyone was reading the reports.   

On one form, I was asked to account for my continuing education to show that I was continuing to 
learn and grow.  I had to list conferences I had attended, lectures I attended, books I had read.  The 
listing of books always made me laugh because they provided 12 spaces.  Last year I read over 100 
books.  But even then, I wondered if anyone was paying attention.  One year I listed the children’s 
book, “Moo, Baa, La La La” and under the space asking why it was helpful I wrote, “Sometimes it 
isn’t what you read but who you read it with.”  One year I made up a non-existent book by an      
obviously fictitious author.  No one ever questioned any of these listings. 

I am grateful that here at First UMC, our Business Administrator, Tammy Fields, fills out much of 
the forms and submits them to the denomination.  I trust that Tammy is doing a much more        
accurate representation that my previous best guesses. 

To make sure she was not overlooking anything, Tammy came to my office to ask about our        
missional giving in 2021.  As we reflected on the generosity of this congregation, I gained a new  
appreciation for the end of year reports.  They served as a reminder of the many ways in which this 
congregation has made a difference around the world.   

Along with the usual missional giving to three missionaries (Guatemala, Lithuania, and the Congo) 
First UMC has supported important local ministries like Just Friends, Love Chapel, Volunteers in 
Mission to name a few.  Every Monday we are a Hot Meal site where neighbors can receive a warm, 
nutritious meal.  Three times each year, we donate items to the Methodist Mountain Mission (next 
pick up is mid-March.)  We were a donation site for the American Red Cross Blood Drives.  Our  
United Methodist Women (UMW) donate money to important ministries through their projects.  
We deliver food to local students during school breaks through our No Empty Lunch Boxes.  We 
provide support for the Learning Tree Preschool scholarship funds, assisting families in need.  At 
Christmas we collected 1750 cans of fruit to the Love Chapel Food Pantry.  We sent around $9500 
to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) which provided help in the face of fires, 
floods, tornados, and other disasters around the world.  We have supported the good work of the 
Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home through financial donations and the collection of items 
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needed by the children.  Our Missions Committee made a special donation to the city’s bicentennial 
for the planting of trees in our community.  At Christmas we collected toys for the children and 
families at Turning Point.   

Last year I wrote an article about our Helping Hands fund, which provides assistance for folks who 
come to the church with financial needs.  These funds allowed us to help neighbors facing evictions, 
some who needed gas to get to work, a family that needed a minor, but necessary, home repair.   

These items, my friends, are just the tip of the iceberg.  I cannot begin to monetize the full scope of 
ministry.  $40,000, $50,000, $60,000?  And even more impossible to measure is the impact of these 
gifts.  How do you begin to measure the impact of a clinic in Guatemala, the lifetime significance of 
a scholarship for a child, or the meaning of a hot meal delivered with a loving smile to someone 
who is struggling?   

Truth be told, I still don’t enjoy the end of year reports, but I have a new appreciation for the 
memory they invoke and the significance they provide.  In a year filled with challenges and       
struggles, one thing was consistent.  First UMC was and is a generous congregation, serving God by 
serving others.  And that is worth celebrating! 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 

The church is once again offering for sale niches in the church   
columbarium.  The columbarium has 46 niches available.           
Memorialization at your home church is possible for those    
members and family members who choose cremation.  The      
columbarium is found just east of the Narthex entrance.  This is 
near the new memorial garden.  The landscaped area surrounding 
the columbarium and throughout the memorial garden provides a 
beautiful area with benches for a quiet, serene location perfect 
for meditation and prayer.  You may buy a niche for $750.00 if 
bought by July 31, 2022.  This price includes the exterior plate 

that will be inscribed with the family name, and later, the date of death.  Leave your family    
members with the peace of mind knowing you have already arranged your final resting place at 
your home church.  If you would like more information, please contact Tammy Fields at              
812-378-2826. There are brochures available at the church and on the church website: 
www.fumccolumbus.org. 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Miriam Gordon. 

 

 

http://www.fumccolumbus.org


 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC29uln-Y8uZZXDGWFfDinBQ 

February Book Club 

Chris McDougall and his family adopted a rescue donkey.  They assumed 
it would just hang out in their field, eat carrots and look cute.  But this 
donkey, Sherman, was in poor health.  So, to improve Sherman’s health, 
Chris began running with his donkey.  He then learned about the unusual 
sport of Burro Races where humans and donkeys run together.  These 
are the heartwarming and fun details shared in the book, “Running with 
Sherman,” the selection for the February Book Club.  The group meets on 
February 20th at 6:00 p.m.  A copy of the book is available in the church 
library if you would like to check it out. Come and join us on Sunday,  
February 20th for this fun discussion. 

Did you know that your everyday purchases can benefit 
First UMC?  If you make online purchases with Amazon, 
you can designate a portion of your purchases be donated 
to a charity of your choice.  First UMC is one option.  It is 

easy to set up through Amazon Smiles.  Designate where you would like your donation to be given 
and then remember to login to Amazon Smiles and Amazon will take care of the rest.  As of        
November 2021, First UMC has received $169. 

Likewise, if you go to Kroger.com, you can select First UMC for the          
community rewards program.  Thanks to eight households, we received over 
$53 in the final quarter of 2021.  Once you have set up the church as your 
community rewards recipient, there is nothing further you need to do.  They 
will take care of the rest and every purchase with your Kroger card will     
result in automatic donations to the church. 

Virtual Worship Now Also On YouTube 
 
We now have a YouTube channel where you can 
watch Sunday morning services live!  The Sunday 
morning services will be live streamed on this 
YouTube page as well as our Facebook page at 10 
a.m. ET.  You can view older services and videos on 
this page as well.  You do not need an account to 
watch the services, but if you want to subscribe to 
the channel, you will need to create an account and 
login.  Click the link below to access the channel, or 
go to youtube.com and search for FUMC Columbus. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC29uln-Y8uZZXDGWFfDinBQ
https://www.youtube.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All students in 7th through 12th grade are invited 
to join us this January for fun and fellowship! 
 
Stay connected to the Instagram @firstumcyouth 
or GroupMe youth chat for any updates after the 
publishing of the Spire.  
 
If you need to be added to the GroupMe, email 
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. 

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 Hello Empty Bowls soup donors!  We hope you will volunteer to prepare soup again this year! 
2022 will be in drive-thru format.  As some details have changed, please read this flyer in its        
entirety.  Thank you for your continued support of Empty Bowls!  We wouldn't be Empty Bowls 
without our soup makers!!! 
  
**Step One: New for 2022, we have created an online soup donation sign-up. Please use the      
following link to submit your soup donation information. Thank you!!  

https://forms.gle/1G6QyHNu9ckYkNMi7  
(NOTE: As last year, we are only taking donations of soup.)  

**Step Two:  Please write out a label for your soup with the following:  

Your Name  
Phone Number  
Kind of Soup  
INGREDIENTS (very important!)  

**Step Three:  Make your soup! Thank you!  

**Step Four: Tape your label to your soup pot. MAKE SURE THE LID IS ALSO LABELED with your 
name.  

**Step Five:  Deliver your soup to the circular drive behind Donner Center near the intersection of 
19th and Sycamore.  A volunteer will be available to take your pot of soup from your car.  Please 
wear a mask.  Soup should be delivered between 3:00-4:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 26, at the 
time indicated when you signed up for soup.  Your soup should be at, or close to, serving          
temperature (hot!).  

**Step Six:  Move your car to the parking area and wait.  We will empty your pot/pan and return it 
to you as soon as possible.  Thank you for your patience!  

**Step Seven:  Please consider coming to the Empty Bowls drive-thru and ordering dinner!  Thank 
you!  Please send any questions to Jennifer at emptybowlscolumbusin@gmail.com  

Find us on Facebook: Empty Bowls - Columbus, Indiana  

24th Annual Empty Bowls  

4-6 p.m. on Saturday, February 26th, 2022  
at Donner Center  

This year will be a COVID-friendly, drive-thru event. 100% 

of the proceeds go directly to food pantries and shelters 

in Bartholomew County, Indiana.  

https://forms.gle/1G6QyHNu9ckYkNMi7
mailto:emptybowlscolumbusin@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/emptybowlscolumbusin


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is Love-A-Child Month 

• The Love-A-Child Scholarship Campaign raises funds to         
directly assist families with tuition to Learning Tree Preschool, a 
ministry of First United Methodist Church. 

• Every year, approximately 20 Learning Tree students receive 
scholarship assistance. 

• Children who have a positive preschool experience are more 
successful and become life-long learners. 

• Love-A-Child helps to ensure children receive the emotional, 
educational, and social support they deserve to become           
productive adults. 

Donations can be mailed to the church (just be sure to write Love a Child in the memo line).  You 
can also donate electronically via our Facebook page (click on the Sign Up button) or church      
website (click the Tithing banner) and use the drop-down menu to select the LoveAChild tab.  
Thank you for taking the time to Love-A-Child today! 

QMIX 107.3 is having its annual “Love Songs for Love Chapel” 

event on February 14, 2022. Dedicate a love song to someone 

for a minimum $10 donation on our special Valentine’s Day Live 

Show.  Your donation will go to Love Chapel Food Pantry helping 

those in need in Bartholomew County and surrounding areas.  

Go to https://www.qmix.com/love-songs-for-love-chapel/ or call 

the station (812-379-1077) to submit your song request and 

make a donation.  Thank you for supporting Love Chapel and our 

community! 

https://lovechapel-bartholomew.org/
https://www.qmix.com/love-songs-for-love-chapel/
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

10:00 a.m. Worship service live stream only via 
our Facebook or YouTube pages:  

www.facebook.com/columbusfumc) 

Go to youtube.com and search for             
FUMC Columbus  

 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/columbusfumc
mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

