
Dear Friend, 

To begin the new year of 2021, we sent a letter with a little star enclosed.  Each star had a word to 
guide us into the new year.  The words were completely random.  The word I received was 
“preparation.”  Looking back, I feel like I may have received the wrong word.  There were a lot of 
things that occurred last year that no amount of preparation could have foreseen.  But perhaps the 
preparation was about proceeding carefully and thoughtfully following these events.  Either way, it 
gave me something to ponder.   

This year we will be doing the star words again, but in a different way.  Rather than mailing these 
out to begin the year, I would like to encourage us to focus on a couple of words as a                    
congregation.  My hope is that they will guide our ministry together into 2022.  So, here are the 
words:   

The first word I have chosen is healing.  While I have wrestled with the other words to select, this 
one was an immediate choice.  It has been a difficult year for our congregation.  We experienced 
many losses together.  We continue to struggle with the losses related to the pandemic.  On a social 
level, we are experiencing deep loneliness along with increasing divisions among families and 
friends.  Healing is needed at all levels of our lives.  What would it mean to open ourselves to 
God’s healing for our lives?  What would it look like to dedicate our lives to healing others?     

The second focus for 2022 is the word growth.  This word might be met with a bit of suspicion     
believing that I am referring to increasing our worship attendance.  While it is an important part of 
our calling to share the good news with others, what I mean by this word signifies something much 
deeper.  It is about growing in our faith.  I recall an old quote that says, “Change is inevitable, 
but growth is intentional.”  What would that intentionality look like for you?  Where are 
your growing edges?  What do you want/need to work on to deepen your faith?  Oftentimes 
growth is so subtle that we don’t recognize the changes in the immediate moment, only realizing 
how far we have come in retrospect.  I hope that together we can experience those positive   
changes as individuals and as a community of faith.   

The third word for 2022 is gifts.  What I mean by this is not about monetary gifts or concerns about 
finances.  I want us to focus on our individual giftedness.  We all possess unique talents and        
abilities.  Some sing in the choir.  Some serve as ushers.  Some teach and some send thoughtful 
cards and letters.  All these are important.  Our task is to discover those gifts within ourselves and 
one another.  Sometimes we discover these gifts by stepping out of our comfort zone and trying 
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something new.  Sometimes, it means volunteering or a receptiveness to working with and learning 
from others.  While I want to imagine how our gifts might be used as a church commuity, I envision 
this as a means of serving well beyond the walls of the church as we embrace new possibilities and 
believe that we all have something important to contribute.   

The final word I wish to emphasize is celebration.  Amid all the important tasks and goals listed 
above, if we are not having fun along the way, we are doing a disservice to ourselves and our      
Creator.  I believe Jesus meant it when he said that he came that we might have life and have it 
abundantly.  We need to make space for laughter, playfulness, delight and joy.  As one early church 
leader put it, “the glory of God is human beings fully alive.”  What would it look like to include a bit 
of celebration into each day?  Where can we experience joy together?  Who needs to be drawn into 
that circle of fellowship to experience that joy?   

I will write these words and leave them in a prominent place.  Perhaps a sticky note on my         
computer or a note on my desk, as a way to keep these four words before me.  May God bless us 
together in 2022 as we experience and share healing, growth, giftedness and celebration.  

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 

The church is once again offering for sale niches in the church   
columbarium.  The columbarium has 46 niches available.           
Memorialization at your home church is possible for those    
members and family members who choose cremation.  The      
columbarium is found just east of the Narthex entrance.  This is 
near the new memorial garden.  The landscaped area surrounding 
the columbarium and throughout the memorial garden provides a 
beautiful area with benches for a quiet, serene location perfect 
for meditation and prayer.  You may buy a niche for $750.00 if 
bought by July 31, 2022.  This price includes the exterior plate 

that will be inscribed with the family name, and later, the date of death.  Leave your family    
members with the peace of mind knowing you have already arranged your final resting place at 
your home church.  If you would like more information, please contact Tammy Fields at              
812-378-2826. There are brochures available at the church and on the church website: 
www.fumccolumbus.org. 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Fred Nerz and Bev Ellis. 
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Sunday School 

We took a break from Sunday School, but the       
All-Kids class is back January 9th.  Join us in the 
fellowship hall at 9am for fun and learning—you 
might even take your shoes off!  

If you are interested in participating, please let Jen 
know (jriddle@fumccolumbus.org), and add     
yourself to a Remind group (send a text to 81010 
with the message @fumck) to be updated with  
announcements and cancellations! 

In order to make this class work well, parents 

should expect to have one adult participant from 

each family available to help the group. 

https://fumccol-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jriddle_fumccolumbus_org/Documents/jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

 

All students in 7th—12th grade are invited to join 
us this January for fun and fellowship!  Stay 
connected to the Instagram @firstumcyouth or 
GroupMe youth chat for any updates after the 
publishing of the Spire. If you need to be added 
to the GroupMe, email Jen Riddle at               
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. 

Come and hang out with the youth of First 
Presbyterian and the Unitarian Church as we 
have a meal and play some games together! 
Join us at First Presbyterian Church at 6pm.  
Check out the GroupMe or email Jen at        
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org for more details! 

The FUMC Chancel Choir is welcoming new members!  

January is always a great month for new beginnings!  

The choir sings in all the 10am Sunday Services and we 

will have a Choral Concert by the end of the season!  

The group rehearses on Thursdays 6:30-8pm in the 

Choir Room.  There's no previous choral experience 

needed, and the group is open to all voices who want to 

join.  We are a 20+ warm, passionate group who just 

loves singing together!  Please send a message to the 

Music Director Caio Lopes (calopes@iu.edu) if you 

have any questions or if you are interested in joining!  

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:calopes@iu.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Paul’s Tree, decorated with          
ornaments created by each Learning 
Tree Class. 

Thank you! Thank you 
to all who baked, 
brought, and bought 
cookies and candy for 
our annual Cookie 
Walk. This year turned 
out to be one of our 
best years. We took in 
$3317.75 and after 
expenses, we were 

able to clear $3157.75. At the end of Coffee Hour we 
still had enough containers of cookies and candy that 
we donated equally to Turning Point Domestic        
Violence Shelter, Fire Station 1, and the Columbus  
Police Department. 

Your support is so very much appreciated because it 
means we can continue supporting Lucille Raines   
Residence, Red Bird Mission and other missions of our 
United Methodist Women. Thank you again for your 
help and  support. 

Cookie Walk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Book Club 

The book club selection for January is a return to the writings of Jodi Picoult 
and her novel, “The Book of Two Ways.” We had intended to discuss this in 
October 2021, but had to reschedule. In this novel, the lead character      
confronts the question of a decision she made several years previous. Was it 
the right choice? How might her life have been different if she had chosen 
otherwise? Along with a great plot, the central questions are ones we all 
face. Join us on Sunday, January 16th at 6:00 p.m. at the church for this   
discussion.  

Selections for the coming months include: 
 

February 20 “Running with Sherman” by Christopher McDougall 
March 20 “Henry Himself” by Stewart O’Nan 

April 17 “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse” by Charlie Mackesy 
May 15 “The Paris Library” by Janet Charles 

June 19 “The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy” by Rachel Joyce 
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   
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Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for kids                     
up to 6th grade (beginning Jan. 9) 

10:00 a.m. Worship service in the Sanctuary
(Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/columbusfumc)  

11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/columbusfumc
mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

