
Dear Friend, 

It is an easy anniversary to remember.  September 1, 1991 (9/1/1991).  It was my first Sunday as a 
pastor.  I was appointed to serve three rural churches in Owen County.  Although there was a lot to 
be learned, I felt that I was coming as prepared as possible. I felt ready and confident for the      
challenges ahead.  

This first sermon was about the resurrected Jesus walking with the disciples on the Road to         
Emmaus (Luke 24).  It was typed on my Selectric typewriter and I rehearsed it multiple times pacing 
and reading the words aloud.  You may recall that the Road to Emmaus story is about the disciples 
on a journey when they encounter another traveler, a stranger to them.  They invite him to walk 
with them.  It is only later, when they extend hospitality and kindness to him and they all share a 
meal together, that their eyes are opened and they recognize that it is Jesus that has been walking 
by their sides.  And then he is gone.   

The sermon title as “Surprises Along the Way” and the message was that we couldn’t foresee 
where our journey together was going to lead, but if we were attentive, we would discover    
glimpses of Jesus along the way.  That we did.  Over and over again, in unexpected ways, God’s love 
was revealed to us through our life together. 

September 1, 2021 marks thirty years of that journey.  There were times I couldn’t imagine doing 
anything else and there were times I wanted to leave the keys on the desk and walk away.  But 
through it all, I look back with gratitude for the people and places I have known and served.  I am 
grateful for their grace that has shaped me and continues to shape me into the person and pastor 
that I am today.  And I am especially grateful for those unexpected surprises along the way, the 
glimpses of the Divine, that continue to inspire, uplift and encourage me on this journey. 

On this anniversary date, let me say that I am honored to share this journey with you and continue 
to look forward to where God will lead us together. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group will meet on September 12th and 
19th.  All 7th through 12th graders are invited to 
join us for games, fellowship, and a short      
lesson during each meeting.  We love to       
support one another at our sporting events and 
performances as well! 
 
We are tentatively planning for a fall               
celebration party on September 12th, but plans 
are pending the situation with COVID at       
that time.  Stay connected to the Instagram 
@firstumcyouth or GroupMe youth chat for 
any updates after the publishing of the Spire.  If 
you need to be added to the GroupMe, email                      
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added. 

Our college students are back in their 

dorm rooms and apartments, and they 

want to hear from you!  Continue the 

connectional ministry of FUMC to these 

students by signing up to communicate 

with them regularly. They love to get 

cards and emails from us! This is a simple 

way to be an encouragement to those 

away from home. 

Email Jen Riddle 
(jriddle@fumccolumbus.org) to get 
matched with one or more students! 
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Our first College Student Zoom chat will be on September 19th at 8pm.  Any students connected to 
FUMC are welcome to join us for a time of social connection and encouragement.  We’d love to see 
you there!  You can find the link in the FUMC College GroupMe or by emailing Jen Riddle 
(jriddle@fumccolumbus.org).  

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


Pastor Howard and Kaleb Roggow finish off a 

game of 

Kubb. 

Flat Jen has been ALL OVER this summer! Thank you for all the wonderful submissions that help us 

keep connected with you as you travel! Though Flat Jen won’t be a regular feature on our FUMC 

Facebook, don’t hesitate to send more photos as you continue travels in the fall. We are happy to 

share your shining faces with everyone. Thank you!  

Worship at the Park 

Join us on Sunday, September 12th at 2pm at the Mill Race Amphitheater.  Bring a lawn chair, 
blanket, or bleacher seat + a friend for an outdoor ecumenical service in partnership with Love 
Chapel and First Baptist Columbus.  Joint worship, devotionals, and ice cream will be shared.  All 
are  welcome!   



Music Notes 

A special note of thanks to those who shared                                      

in worship in August: 

August 1– Gary Walters, Thomas Brinkley, & Chris Pyle 
August 8– Eddie Mony 

August 15—Erik Matson (His last Sunday) 
August 22– William Cayanan & John Simpson 

August 29—Sam Mathis, Madeline Coffey, & Laura Bottei 

The Burchfield Brothers will be returning to Columbus for a Fridays@First concert on September 
3rd at 7:30 p.m.  Jon and Ben Burchfield blend a variety of instruments to create a unique sound 
inspired by Appalachian, classical and gospel music.  A free will offering will be requested for this 
concert.  The brothers will also provide the special music for our Sunday morning worship on    
September 5th.   

Church News 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on Wednesday, August 
18th.  Karen Hinderliter opened the meeting with a reading 
from Faith Builders by Norman Vincent Peale.  Judy Minniear 
was hostess and carried out an Amish theme with angel food 
cake with peach topping for dessert.  The table was decorated 
with everything that represented the Amish way of life.  Circle 
leader, Cynthia Stephenson held a short business meeting    
before the program was presented by Judy Minniear.  Judy 

spoke on the history of the Amish taken from the book The Gentle People written by Joe  Wittmer.  
Linda Lane presented UMW Prayer Calendar for August 18th with witness focus from 1st Kings   
8:1-12 and Mark 8:14-21 and ended with prayer.  The next meeting will be on September 15th in 
the Blue Room. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Paul McHone. 

 

 

The Columbus Pride Festival will be in-person this year at 
Mill Race Park.  You can support this important           
community event with your presence on Saturday,     
September 18th from 1-6 p.m.  First UMC is proud to 
have a booth at the festival to show our support for the 
LGBTQ community.  If you would like to help at the 
booth, please contact Rev. Boles. 

September Book Club 

The selection for the September book club is “Teacher Man” by Frank 
McCourt.  This memoir, written after winning the Pulitzer Prize for his novel, 
“Angela’s Ashes,” delves into his thirty year teaching career and how those 
experiences shaped his writing endeavors.  You can join us for the discussion 
on Sunday, September 19th at 6:00 p.m.  You can participate in person or via 
zoom.  Please contact Rev. Boles if you would like the zoom link. 

Cookie Walk 
November 20, 2021 

Watch for more information. 

IT’S COMING! 
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Learning Tree Preschool 

Learning Tree is back for another year.  We 
are excited to see the smiling faces again! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are also accepting gift cards: 
Walmart: $10-$20 

VISA or Mastercard: $20-$30 
McDonald’s: $5-$10 

Amazon: $20-$30 
Domino’s or Papa John’s: $20-$30 

(Learning Tree Preschool will have some gift cards available for purchase) 

Mission News 

Our mission outreach for September is donating items for the Indiana United Methodist Children’s 
Home.  The youth are between the ages of 14-19.  Donated items are to be placed in the tubs in the 
Narthex or outside the church office. 



First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
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Phone: 812.372.2851 
 

The Spire 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Howard E. Boles 
Associate Pastor, Sarah Campbell 
 
Business Administrator, Tammy Fields 
Director of Promotion & Communications, Hailey Hennessy 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Jen Riddle 
Interim Music Director, Janie Gordon 
Organist, Laura Bottei 
Director of Learning Tree Preschool, Sue Ellen Brown 
Associate Director of LTP Classroom Ministry, Gayle Kelley 
Associate Director of LTP Extended Care, Teresa Nickerson 
Administrative Assistant, Daron Thayer 
Custodian, Marcia Hornback 
Custodian, Roland Campfield 
 

 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

8:30 a.m. Brief service in the Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Faith Formation classes for adults 

and children 
10:00 a.m. Worship service in the Sanctuary
(Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/columbusfumc)  
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time/More Faith        

Formation classes for adults 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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