
Dear Friend, 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have been careful about the activities of the church.  Each 
step along the way has been made with an eye toward the safety of our congregation and          
community.  On August 8th, we will take another critical step in expanding our Sunday morning  
ministries.  Some things will be new; others quite familiar. 

The first new opportunity will be the beginning of a new worship service at 8:30 a.m. in our Chapel.  
This service will be brief, with a simplified liturgy, prayers, scripture and homily.  At present this  
service will not include music, but we may be able to include that in the future.  This service is     
designed to provide an opportunity for the busy parishioner looking for a meaningful worship     
experience but unable to attend the 10 a.m. service.  The service will be informal, so come dressed 
comfortably to the chapel at 8:30 a.m. for this service. 

The 9:00 hour begins our faith formation opportunities.  Sunday School classes for children and 
adults will be held at this hour.  Nursery care will also be available at this time. 

Our primary worship time will remain unchanged with a service held in the sanctuary at 10 a.m.  
We will continue to livestream this service for any who cannot attend, so you can join us in person 
or online.   

One of the earmarks of this congregation is our warm hospitality.  We will endeavor to continue 
that tradition with a fellowship time in the church library at 11:00 a.m.  Come and grab a cup of 
coffee or tea and re-connect with friends and strangers alike.   

Some of the adult classes will be meeting at 11:00 to allow for choir members to attend.  Please 
check with your class leader to identify whether they will be meeting at 9:00 or 11:00. 

This new schedule retains the core worship experience while offering additional opportunities for 
our life together.  We look forward to your participation in this new beginning!  

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Pastor Howard and Kaleb Roggow finish off a 

game of 

Kubb. 

S’mores, Cinema, and Sports on July 9th was a fun evening for FUMC families, LTP kiddos, and 

neighbors to join together to eat some sweet treats and a fun time until way past our bedtimes!! 

We tried the new marshmallows with chocolate inside on the recommendation of our departed 

friend Kevin Butler and they were a hit! We hope you enjoyed our chalk art on the sidewalks and 

parking lot. We are planning to do another one of these events in the fall, so keep your eyes 

peeled for upcoming info in the Spire! 

Join us as we prepare to begin a new school year during worship on August 

1st!  We will be presenting Bibles to rising 2nd graders, blessing our backpacks 

and work bags, and sending our teachers and students of all ages into a new 

year.  As yet another year begins in uncertainty, our students and teachers 

need our support and love more than ever! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers and paid childcare workers needed!  We 
know that childcare during the worship service is    
something important for younger families.  As we     
work toward re-starting this aspect of our ministry, we 
need your help to rebuild the group of caring folks     
willing to serve in our nursery and Kid’s Connect.                   
Even if you’ve served before, please contact                                           
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to share if you are willing to 
volunteer or work with our children during services! The 
more folks we have in our pool of workers, the faster we 
can get Kid’s Connect re-opened. Thank you!  

Youth Group will resume our regular meetings on 
August 15th.  All 7th through 12th graders are invited 
to join us for games, fellowship, and a short lesson 
during each meeting.  We love to support one    
another at our sporting events and performances 
as well!  Our kick-off party will  happen in           
September, so look out for more details in           
announcements and next month’s Spire.  Check out 
our Instagram @firstumcyouth or email               
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added to our 
GroupMe youth chat.  All up-to-date info about our 
gatherings can be found there.  

College students: we are looking for your 
input! Help us serve you better by           
responding to this survey:  

https://forms.gle/jb6C8AyyzSSS68SB9   

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
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Calling all rising 7th-12th graders!  If you haven’t yet taken a      
confirmation class in a Methodist church, we’d love to have you 
join us!  Our class dives into Christian history, the reasons why we 
believe as we do and what worship means in our community of 
faith (hint: it’s more than just music!).  Come along as we explore 
our faith, serve alongside one another, and engage with different 
communities of faith in our city. 

Register here: http://tiny.cc/Confirmation2021  

Sunday, August 1st will be the return of the church picnic!  We look forward to a time of fun and 
fellowship together.  The HOPE committee will provide meat and drinks.  Please bring a side dish 
or dessert to share.  The picnic begins at 11:30 a.m. at the west shelter at Donner Park.  There are 
picnic tables, but feel free to bring a blanket or lawn chairs if you would like to spread out a bit 
more.  While at the picnic, we invite you to browse the information tables about upcoming Sunday 
School classes and other educational opportunities. 

The worship service on Sunday, August 1st will feature the return of the Jazz Trio led by Gary     
Walters.  All the hymns and music will be performed in a jazz style guaranteed to lift your spirits!  
Come dressed casually to attend the picnic afterward.  Service begins at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary. 

http://tiny.cc/Confirmation2021


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Kevin Butler and Alice Euler. 

 

 

The Church Library has all of the books for our Book Club for the remainder of 
the year.  The books are on the display table in the Library, if not already 
checked out.  To check out a book, please write your name on the card in the 
back of the book and leave the card in the wooden box on the Library counter.  

August Book Club 

The selection for the August book club is Tayari Jones’ novel, “An American 
Marriage.”  In a powerful fashion, the author addresses issues of love,      
injustice, hope and forgiveness.  You can join the discussion of this novel on 
Sunday, August 15th at 6:00 p.m. at the church.  If you would prefer to    
participate through zoom, please contact Rev. Boles for a link.   

Thanks for all of the many expressions of sympathy at Barbara’s 
passing.  Every card, every gift to charity, every sharing of food, 
every prayer offered, and every kind of word of remembrance 
blessed us in ways that we will long remember.  We especially    
appreciate the help of Pastors Howard and Sarah, Kevin Butler,  
Eddie Mony, Dianne Sprunger, and the entire staff for their time 
and amazing abilities.  God bless you all. 

Allan Wilson & Family 

New in the Library 

August 15 September 19 October 17 November 21 December 19 

mailto:hboles@fumccolumbus.org


Upcoming Music in Worship 

August 1 – Jazz Trio 
August 8 – Eddie Mony 

August 15 – Bluegrass Group 
August 22 – William Cayanan, Cello 

August 29 – Sam Mathis 

Music Notes 

A special note of thanks to those who shared in worship in July: 

July 4 – Annaka Grismer and John Simpson 
July 11 – Cristina Eckert 

July 18 – Juliet White 
July 25 – Mallory Carnes 

The Burchfield Brothers 
Friday, September 3, 2021 

7:30 pm 

Jon and Ben Burchfield make music that inspires the soul. Classical guitar, midi-marimba, Irish   
whistles and recorders make these two artists sound like an entire ensemble!  The stylistic diversity 
of Appalachian, Classical, Jazz, Renaissance, Praise, Worship and Gospel has attributed to the     
stunning arrangements that have put this Dove-nominated duo in demand. 



 

 

 

 

Tired of Writing Checks? 

An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means no more   
forgetting your offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about 
envelopes. You can choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from 
either checking or savings.  You can call Tammy at the church office,                  
812-378-2826 to start your automatic withdrawal. 

HOT MEALS UPDATES 

Hot meals continues to be served in divided containers.  At     
present, we do not need additional plastic containers as we are 
well stocked.  Thanks to those who have saved for us!  There are 
a few groups that could use extra help.  Groups typically serve 4 
times a year and the schedule is flexible.  Please let the church 
office know if you are interested or reach out to Trish Heathcote. 

Learning Tree Preschool is excited for another school year to 
begin!  The official first day is Wednesday, August 11.  Please 
keep the students, parents, teachers, and all the staff in your 
thoughts and prayers as they start a new year. 

“It all started with our musical parents while growing up in the Smoky Mountains of east Tennessee.  
We lived in a small community called Happy Valley, not far from Cades Cove.  Many of the folks 
would bring their instruments to our home and play, well into the evening. That was the beginning 
of our musical influence.” 

That musical influence would expand, when their parents moved their young sons to a little town 
called Bourbonnais just south of Chicago.  Suddenly the Burchfield boys were exposed to a         
completely new world of music.  “Being well grounded in gospel, spirituals and mountain music, we 
soon found ourselves embracing classical, Latin, and jazz along with many other styles.” 

Their concerts are a combination of music, storytelling and comedy as each plays off the other in a 
way that’s entertaining and captivating.  An evening with The Burchfields (two brothers who mingle 
their music for audience enjoyment) can be described as Reaching the Ages.  Prime timers love the 
music they recognize while young people are inspired by the arrangements and intrigued with the 
instrumentation. 
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Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings 

8:30 a.m. Brief service in the Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Faith Formation classes for adults 

and children 
10:00 a.m. Worship service in the Sanctuary
(Will also be livestreamed via our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/columbusfumc)  
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time/More Faith        

Formation classes for adults 
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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