
Dear Friend, 

Singer and songwriter Brandi Carlile recently released an autobiography entitled, “Broken Horses.”  
Her passion for music and her trajectory into the music business are fascinating.  One particular story I 
would like to highlight here is an invitation she received to put together an all-female mainstage      
performance at a musical festival.  Many well-known singers agreed to participate, but the performer 
she most sought was Dolly Parton.  She was floored when Dolly agreed to perform. 

Even on the day of the festival, Carlile feared that this would never happen.  She imagined all the    
reasons Dolly Parton would not show up.  But much to her delight, Dolly entered with her usual       
enthusiastic flair.  Upon seeing her, Carlile confessed that she feared she had bitten off more than she 
could chew.  She was nervous that it would not succeed.   

In the first moments of their meeting, Dolly simply placed her hands on Brandi’s face, closed her eyes 
and said, “Alright, then…let’s pray.”  And they did. 

Carlile doesn’t include the words of that prayer in her autobiography, but she went into great detail 
about how much it meant to have Dolly Parton pray for her.  It gave her the peace of mind to know 
that they could do this hard thing.  The prayer reminded her that she was not alone.  Carlile reflected 
that the prayer was “life affirming and I like to think Dolly prays for all of us like that.” 

We may downplay the significance of praying for someone, but it is a powerful gift that we share with 
one another.  To pray with someone is to connect our lives together…our hopes, our fears, all that we 
are facing.  To know that we are being prayed for is a reminder that we are not alone.  To pray is to 
connect our lives and the lives of others to God’s care, seeking wisdom and insight for the things that 
lie ahead. 

I am grateful for a church that prays.  Naturally, we pray for one another in our worship, but prayer 
extends well beyond that.  There is a prayer group that meets on Mondays to pray for one another.  
We encourage one another to pray for those listed in the Monday devotion.  The knitting group prays 
over each shawl they distribute, asking God’s blessing for the recipient.  We begin staff meetings by 
sharing prayer concerns within the congregation and praying for one another.  And we know that this 
is a congregation that prays for one another.   

I don’t know if Dolly Parton has prayed for any of us, but I know that we are all surrounded by the 
comfort of a praying community of faith.  And that can make a world of difference. 
 
Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 
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Yard games were a big hit at the summer 
kickoff! 

The Summer Kickoff Party on May 31st took advantage of perfect weather to enjoy yard games, 

fellowship, and popsicles!  We are looking forward to more fun events to pop up throughout the 

summer that bring all ages together for fun.  Don’t miss out on our next event! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All ages are invited for an outdoor movie 
night on Friday, July 9th! 

Bring a chair and your family and friends to 
play some cornhole or giant Jenga and make a 
few s’mores before we start our family-
friendly feature film around sunset. We will 
also have popsicles and water to share. 

We can’t wait to hang out with you! 

Volunteers and paid childcare                  
workers  needed! 

We know that childcare during the worship      
service is something important for younger     
families. As we work toward re-starting this      
aspect of our ministry, we need your help to    
rebuild the group of caring folks willing to      
serve in our nursery and Kid’s Connect.  Even                   
if you’ve served before, please contact                               
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to share if you 
are willing to volunteer or work with our   
children during services! The more folks we 
have in our pool of workers, the faster we 
can get Kid’s Connect re-opened.  Thank you!  

Calling all rising 7th-12th graders!  If you haven’t yet taken 
a confirmation class in a Methodist church, we’d love to 
have you join us!  Our class dives into Christian history, 
the reasons why we believe as we do and what worship 
means in our community of faith (hint: it’s more than 
just music!).  Come along as we explore our faith, serve 
alongside one another, and engage with different      
communities of faith in our city. 

Register here: http://tiny.cc/Confirmation2021 

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
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 Church News 

July Book Club 

The July book club selection poses an intriguing question.  If you had the 
ability to undo regrets or change parts of your past, would you do so?  “The 
Midnight Library” by Matt Haig explores this question and how we look back 
at our lives.  The book club will meet on Sunday, July 18th at 6:00 p.m.  You 
can join us in person or via zoom. 
  

Youth Group will meet twice a month over 
summer break for activities that include both 
fun and service.  We had tons of fun at our 
baking and swim day at the Rumseys!  We are 
planning a trip to the Bartholomew County 
Fair to see Melissa Tilden with her horse,  
helping with Hot Meals, and an art night! 
Check out our Instagram @firstumcyouth or 
email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added 
to our GroupMe youth chat.  All up-to-date 
info about our gatherings can be found there. 
All college students who are home for the 
summer are welcome to join our activities! 

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 

First United Methodist Church has been assigned a new      
Non-Profit Organization (NPO) number, so now when you 
shop at Kroger, you can support FUMC!  To use the rewards 
program, simply visit http://www.kroger.com.  Once logged 
into your Kroger account, you can search for FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH either by name or UC099 and then click 
Enroll.  New users will need to create an account which       
requires some basic information, a valid email address, and a 
rewards card.  Purchases will not count for FUMC until after 
you register your rewards card.  You must swipe your          

registered Kroger rewards card or use the phone number that is related to your registered Kroger 
rewards card when shopping for each purchase to count.   

Looking for a place to volunteer?  Columbus Regional Hospital is seeking            
volunteers to greet visitors and patients at two of our entrances.  Weekends and 
night shifts are especially hard for us to fill.  For more information please contact 
Mary Campbell at mcampbell@crh.org or by phone at 812-376-5305.   

It's time to shop!  For many years FUMC and Lincoln Central Neighborhood Family Center have 
partnered to provide neighborhood children with new school clothes.  Each year the mission    
committee has asked for financial donations to help make the purchases in addition to              
shoppers.  This year we do not need additional funds.  With not shopping last year we have ample 
funds.  This year the ask is for sharing your time to shop with a family. 

So how does the shopping work?  LCNFC will provide FUMC with information with children's ages 
and sizes for each family unit.  FUMC volunteer shoppers will be paired with a family.  The two 
groups then determine a place and time to meet for their shopping experience.  Prior to shopping, 
FUMC shoppers will stop by the church office and receive funding to support the shopping 
fun!  More specific directions will be provided about receipts, etc.    

If you would like to participate in this fun and very meaningful ministry, please call the church 

office (812-372- 2851) and leave your contact information.   

http://www.kroger.com
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Support First Church by shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Same exact 

low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience with 

the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 

price to our church. 

Tired of Writing Checks? 

An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means no more   
forgetting your offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about 
envelopes. You can choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from 
either checking or savings.  You can call Tammy at the church office,                  
812-378-2826 to start your automatic withdrawal. 

      Our Church Family 

The church mourns the loss of Barbara Wilson. 

 

 

New in the Garden 

In the last issue of the Spire, we recognized John Lemley as an             
inspiration to us all, as Master Gardener.  At a recent luncheon,   
current and former Garden Committee members honored John for 
his dedication to gardening and the church.  We presented John 
with a bench, similar to the picture to the left.  The bench will be        
located in the gardens along Eighth Street, under the Hawthorne 
tree.  A plaque honoring John will be on the bench.  We encourage 

anyone to rest and enjoy nature in our FUMC gardens. 

 

Something else new in our church gardens is a bird house dedicated to 
Gay Burnside.  This decorative bird house is located along the East walk 
into the church.  You are also able to see this colorful, inspirational     
feature from Fellowship Hall, as you look out the North windows.  

The FUMC Garden Committee continues to meet for outside fun 
(“work”) on  Thursday  mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Anyone is 
welcome. 

Bill Poor 

In the Garden 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F


Upcoming Music in Worship 

August 1 – Jazz Trio 
August 8 – Eddie Mony 

August 15 – Bluegrass Group 
August 22 – William Cayanan, Cello 

August 29 – Sam Mathis 

Music Notes 

A special note of thanks to those who shared in worship in 

June: 

June 6 – Music Sunday with Octet & Scott Holben, French Horn 
June 13 – Janie Gordon 
June 20 – Josh DeGroot 

June 27 – Nikola Bekovich, Classical Guitar 

The Burchfield Brothers 
Friday September 3, 2021 

7:30 pm 



Looking Forward 

As we move forward with our plans for the rest of the year, I am very happy to announce that 

many of the musical activities that have not been happening here at FUMC will resume.  The  

Chancel Choir will begin meeting again in the Fall starting on Thursday, September 2, 2021 and the 

Chancel Ringers will begin their Fall rehearsal schedule on Tuesday, September 2, 2021 with both 

groups participating in worship during the month of September.  Watch for more information 

about the Fall in the monthly Spire.  This would be a great time for new people to join us.   

Music in Worship 

In August I will be leading a three-part series about music in worship.  The first session will discuss 

the varying roles music plays in worship and why music is included.  The second session will        

examine how we should listen to music in worship and the third session will discuss how we      

participate in music in worship both by our singing and our involvement in the musical                 

organizations of the church.  I hope you will attend one or more of these sessions if they are of  

interest to you.  More specifics will be included in the August Spire. 
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Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
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