
Dear Friend, 

A recent statement from the Centers for Disease Control about masking is wonderful news.  It          
reinforces the importance of being vaccinated and the positive effects such actions can have for our 
ongoing activities together.  I believe it is a signal that we are making positive strides in the fight 
against covid-19. 

With that has come calls to end the mask mandate at worship.  I understand the concerns.  You’re 
tired of the sacrifices and difficulties we have all endured.  This has been a very difficult time for       
everyone.  You miss the fellowship of the community of faith and the intimacy that comes from seeing 
one another’s faces, smiling at the recognition of a friend.  Such intimacy is what any community of 
faith strives for. 

But we are also a community that values radical hospitality.  We are a community that desires that all 
people be included around the table.  That inclusivity is an important part of what it means to be a 
member of First UMC.   

There are many within our congregation not yet eligible to be vaccinated, primarily those under the 
age of 12.  They are an important part of our community, worthy of inclusion in our worship.  There 
are some who have not yet been vaccinated by choice.   

It is good news that many within our congregation have been fully vaccinated.  That is worthy of our 
celebration.  Thank you for doing this.  The most current reports indicate that 35% of all county        
residents have been vaccinated.  But that also means we still have a long way to go. The virus is still 
present in our community.  It is still dangerous.  It is still deadly.  So please understand that we are  
asking you to do the difficult work of being patient, practicing deep kindness and to make sacrifices for 
the well-being of all.   

On a personal note, these have been difficult months to lead this congregation.  Our staff has           
graciously taken on additional tasks and quietly worked in unseen ways to provide for the spiritual 
needs of our congregation.   We have heard many complimentary and supportive words.  I appreciate 
that.  But, we have also received letters, phone calls and conversations filled with anger and              
disagreement with our decisions.  This is not unique to this congregation.  My conversations with   
clergy of all denominations, in all locations, indicates that we have all received those statements from 
beloved congregational members that include statements like, “I won’t be attending again until you 
end the mask mandate…or allow us to sing in church…or start holding in-person services, etc.” Sadly, 
these sentiments have also included statements that people will not make financial contributions until 
these things are changed.  I continue to hear these and related statements.  Whether this is the       
intention or not, such statements hurt.  I hope that we can do better.     

Let me conclude with a parable that seems pertinent to these times.  Jesus told a parable about a lost 
sheep (Luke 17:4-7.)  A shepherd with one hundred sheep discovered one was missing.  He went in 
search for that sheep until it was found and returned to the fold.  Naturally, this story isn’t really about 
sheep.  It is about people.  It is a way of saying that all people are important, that the one in need is 
worthy of our time and energy to help them.   



Volunteers and paid childcare workers    
needed!  We know that childcare during 
the worship service is something           
important for younger families.  As we 
work toward re-starting this aspect of our 
ministry, we need your help to rebuild the 
group of caring folks willing to serve in 
our nursery and Kid’s Connect.  Even if 
you’ve served before, please contact   
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to share if you 
are willing to volunteer or work with our 
children during services!  The more folks 
we have in our pool of workers, the faster 
we can get Kid’s Connect re-opened.  
Thank you!  

I received my second vaccine on March 10th.  I am fully vaccinated and have begun gathering with 
friends and family members without a mask.  Such moments have meant the world to me!  But 
when I am in public, I continue to wear my mask.  To do so is an act of kindness, in the spirit of    
Jesus’ parable, indicating the depth of our compassion and kindness to all around us.  Whether they 
recognize the underlying message, it is a way of saying to all those around us that they are            
important, even worthy of our personal sacrifice for their well-being. 

Thank you for your patience with this lengthy article; thank you for your patience and continued 
sacrifice; thank you for the depth of Christian kindness that cares for all God’s children.  

Pace Bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 

Welcome to summer! We have lots of ideas for 
activities for all ages that will get us outside and 
enjoying fellowship with one another again. Our 
desire is to get people from all generations to 
engage with these events to support one         
another, deepen relationships, and show Christ’s 
love to our neighborhood.  
Don’t miss out!  Be sure to check the FUMC    
Family Facebook page, the bulletin, and Pastor 
Howard’s Monday Devotional as we schedule 
these events throughout summer break.  If your 
family is not yet receiving Pastor Jen’s               
Friday Family email, send her a note at                         
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be included!  
We can’t wait to hang out with you! 
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Our graduates were honored during the Youth Sunday service on May 16th.  Senior Emily Wessel 

gave the sermon.  The high school graduates received blankets that were lovingly embroidered by 

Cindy Witwer.  

If you would like to send a note of congratulations to our grads, their addresses and information 

are below.  

Name Degree School Address 

Emily Clark High School Diploma Columbus North 2260 W Carr Hill Rd, Columbus, IN 47201 

Tyler Heathcote BS - Mechanical           
Engineering 

Purdue University 800 East South B St, Apt 29                              
Gas City, IN 46933 

Elise LaSell 
  

Academic Honors       
Diploma 

Columbus East 3235 Central Ave, Columbus, IN 47203 

Sam Mathis Master of Music - Voice 
Performance 

Indiana University 1331 South Adams St. Apt 14,            
Bloomington, IN 47403 

Erik Matson Master of Music - Organ 
and Sacred Music 

Indiana University 914 S Maxwell Terr. Apt E, Bloomington, IN 
47401 

Evyana Polyak Academic Honors       
Diploma 

Columbus North 1034 Parkside Dr, Columbus, IN 47203 

Carley Sedziol High School Diploma Columbus North 2009 Hiker Trace, Columbus, IN 47203 

Charlotte Verbanic BS - Mathematics Hanover College 1704 Franklin St, Columbus, IN 47201 

Emily Wessel Academic Honors       
Diploma 

Columbus East 2288 Broadmoor Ln, Columbus, IN 47203 

Tobi Wright Academic Honors       
Diploma 

Columbus North 928 Junco Drive, Columbus, IN 47203 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Our Church Family 

Jack Forest Bricker was born on May 18, 2021.  He is the son of Barry & Sally 

Bricker, and the grandson of Steve & Darlene Bricker.  Congratulations to 

the family! 

 

June Book Club 

On June 20th the FUMC Book Club will discuss “Anxious People” by the   
Swedish author, Fredrik Backman.  This humorous novel tells of an open 
house for an apartment rental interrupted by a bank robber.  The quirky 
cast of characters, inside and outside the apartment, engage in ways to   
resolve the stand-off and forge an unexpected bond for one another.  All are 
welcome to join in the conversation, which begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Youth Group will meet twice a month over 
summer break for activities that include 
both fun and service!  Check out our      
Instagram @firstumcyouth or email       
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added to 
our GroupMe youth chat.  All up-to-date 
info about our gatherings can be found 
there.  All college students who are home 
for the summer are welcome to join our 
activities!  

Church News 
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Thanks to the generosity of this congregation, we were able to send a check for almost $1100 to the 
Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home in Lebanon, IN.  These funds represent both direct      
donations and those raised through the Easter flowers. If you would like to know more about the 
Children’s Home and their work throughout our state, visit their website at iumch.org.  Thank you 
for all the ways you support this important ministry.  

Mission News 

       Master Gardener...John Lemley 

The church gardening team is a great group for fellowship and  
learning, as well reported by Lynne Fleming in last month’s Spire.  I 
can attest to this, myself.  While having fun “playing in the dirt”, I 
have learned a lot that I’ve been able to apply in our own home   
garden.  The one individual we really have learned from is John  
Lemley… our Master Gardener.  John has been an inspiration to all 

of us on the team and he is a true asset for the church.  Everyone in the congregation can            
appreciate this, as you walk into the church.  Often, I hear when someone asks what church you 
attend, if you answer First United Methodist… 8th and Lafayette, one comment is, “Oh, the one 
with the flowers!”  Yes, that’s us! 

At our recent Spring kick-off meeting of the garden group John announced that after twenty-some 
years of leading the garden team, he was stepping down.  While John turned over the leadership 
role, we will hold him to still be active in offering his gardening expertise.  As, I said, I have learned 
so much from John.  I mean, who knew you could grow a banana tree in your back yard here in   
Columbus, Indiana?    I know we all treasure John’s knowledge and dedication to the church.  I do 
not want to embarrass John, but when you see and talk to him, please share your appreciation.   

The garden group continues to meet on Thursdays at 9:00am, through the growing season.  As 
Lynne stated in last month’s Spire article, sometime weather interferes with our plans, so we may 
have to skip a Thursday.  If you want to learn more contact any of us on the garden committee or 
the church office.  Come join us in fun and fellowship… to continue our dedication to the tradition 
of John Lemley, our Master Gardener. 

Bill Poor 

In the Garden 

The truck from the United Methodist Mountain   
Mission will be coming through Columbus on June 
29th to pick up donations.  They can use any new or 
gently used household items, but there is a           
particular need for men’s and kids’ summer clothes 
and pots and pans.  You can bring donations to the 
church during office hours prior to the 29th.   

Mountain Mission Truck 



Thoughts on Worship 

The prelude and the postlude are the contributions to worship of our talented organist Erik      

Matson.  The prelude is shared to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  The postlude is 

shared to allow us to contemplate the message from worship and to prepare to face the           

challenges of the week ahead.  We invite you to participate in these musical moments with the 

appropriate reverence and in the spirit in which they are offered.  Please acknowledge the          

importance of these moments to those around you and those watching online. 

Upcoming Music in Worship 

June 6 – Music Sunday with Octet & Scott Holben, French Horn 
June 13 – Janie Gordon 
June 20 – Josh DeGroot 
June 27 – Praise Team 

Music Notes 

A special note of thanks to those who shared in worship in 

May: 

May 2 – Section Leader Quartet 
May 9 – Section Leader Quartet 

May 16 – Youth 
May 23 – Chancel Ringers & Quartet 

May 30 – Lynne & Dan Fleming with Erik Matson 

United Methodist Women 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on Wednesday, May 19th. Cynthia Stephenson, Circle leader 
and hostess for the meeting offered prayer before serving a delicious berry tart dessert.  Following 
dessert, Cynthia opened the meeting with a reading from Hugs and a story about Doris Day. 

A short business meeting was held before the program given by Karen Hinderliter.  Karen began 
with humor using text “Forget It” from the book God Uses Crack Pots.  She next told a heart    
warming story from The Collector about a women who sent a loving note to friends with an antique 
handkerchief enclosed for times it was needed to shed tears into during tough emotional times.  
Karen then presented everyone attending the meeting lovely card and note along with a beautiful 
hanky.  We were reminded that our God is with us during laughter and times when tears are shed. 

Linda Lane presented UMW Prayer Calendar devotions for May 19th and closed with Scripture from 
1 Peter 3: 8-12. 

The next meeting will be on August 18th at 1:00 p.m. in the Blue Room. 



Fridays@First—Upcoming 
Friday, June 11, 2021 

7:30 p.m. 
An Tran, Guitar 

First United Methodist Church will host an in person and virtual Fridays@First concert on June 11, 
2021 at 7:30 pm featuring guitarist, An Tran.  An Tran is an internationally acclaimed Vietnamese 
Classical Guitarist and winner of over 13 international competitions and awards.  To attend the   
concert in person we ask you to reserve your seat by emailing Kevin Butler 
at kbutler@fumccolumbus.org beginning Tuesday June 1, 2021 so that we can properly prepare the 
sanctuary.  The concert will be live streamed on the church Facebook page.  For more information 
please contact the church at 812-372-2851.  

Looking Forward 

As we move forward with our plans for the rest of the year, I am very happy to announce that 

many of the musical activities that have not been happening here at FUMC will resume.  The  

Chancel Choir will begin meeting again in the Fall starting on Thursday, September 2, 2021 and the 

Chancel Ringers will begin their Fall rehearsal schedule on Tuesday, September 2, 2021 with both 

groups participating in worship during the month of September.  Watch for more information 

about the Fall in the monthly Spire.  This would be a great time for new people to join us.   

mailto:kbutler@fumccolumbus.org


Based in Chicago, USA, An has been praised for his “gorgeous playing” and “flawless technique” by 
the KnoxTNToday, and received many accolades for his dynamic artistry including being hailed as a 
“Vietnamese guitar virtuoso” by Austin Classical  Guitar.  Crafting his signature style by merging 
world cultures with Vietnamese classical music, he was invited to teach, perform, and judge at    
various festivals including the Milwaukee Latino Arts Guitar Festival, Latin-American International 
Guitar Festival, New Orleans International Guitar Festival, Hamilton International Guitar Festival 
(Canada), and Lone Star Guitar Festival (Texas), to name a few. 

Building on the momentum of his many successes, An collaborated with Vietnamese composers 
Nguyen The-An and Dang Ngoc Long for his latest 7-track solo album entitled “Stay, My Beloved,” 
which was described by Classical Guitar Magazine as “to make the year-end Top Ten list of my     
favorite classical guitar albums of the year.”  Released on Frameworks Records in 2020, the album 
portrays varying elements of traditional instruments expressed by An’s virtuosic guitar playing.  
Taking listeners on an emotional journey through the rich soundscapes of Vietnam, An is set to 
grace the stages in Germany, France, and Spain on his upcoming European CD release tour. 

An has captivated audiences throughout North America and Asia, including concerts for Bangkok 
Guitar Society, Toronto International Guitar Series, and will be performing at the prestigious        
Segovia Classical Guitar Series in Chicago.  He won several International Guitar Competitions in   
Berlin, New Orleans, Rhode Island, and the Society of American Musicians in Chicago, among many 
others.  Gaining inspiration from the interconnectedness of music, cultures and people, An           
developed and refined his skills and techniques for over two decades and studied in masterclasses 
with many world-renowned guitarists, including Oscar Ghiglia, David Russell, Eliot Fisk, Alvaro    
Pierri, Raphaella Smits, Hopkinson Smith, Timo Korhonen, Marcin Dylla, Shin-Ichi Fukuda, SoloDuo, 
and Marc Teicholz. 

An Tran is on the faculty at Northern Illinois University.  He started learning the guitar at the age of 
8 with Vietnamese guitarist Nguyen Hai Thoai.  Afterward, he received his musical training at the 
Vietnam National Academy of Music studying with guitarist Vu Viet Cuong.  An Tran received his 
B.A in Music and the Distinguished Young Alumni Award from North Park University, studying with 
Julie Goldberg and Tom Zelle and his Master of Music along with the Southeast Asia Studies         
Fellowship from Yale University, studying with Benjamin Verdery.  Currently a Dorothy and Carl 
Johnson endowed Doctor of Musical Arts candidate at Northwestern University studying with Anne 
Waller, An continues to transcend boundaries with his music. 

Learning Tree Preschool has finished its 40th year for the summer.  It was a 
good year with flexibility being a key component in our daily              
schedules.  The children, parents and teachers were quite resilient with all 
the changing dynamics throughout the year.  95 students completed the 
year.  35 Pre-K students were sent off to kindergarten with wonderful 
graduation celebrations.  We wish them well!  We want to thank First 
Church for their support throughout the year!  The teachers so               
appreciated the cards, words of encouragement and donations.  We are 
looking forward to next year with over 100 registered so far!   

Learning Tree Preschool 
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