
Dear Friend, 

Poet Dan Gerber was twenty minutes into a walk when he realized that he was carrying his house with 
him.  That is the kind of imagery we would expect from a good poet.  He wasn’t really carrying the 
house.  But his mind was filled with all the chores and needs from his home.  He hadn’t left them     
behind, but was continually thinking about the unanswered letters and emails, the telephone calls he 
needed to make, the window that needed to be caulked, etc.  In what should have been a relaxing 
time away, he was carrying all that baggage. 

In the same vein, I am reminded of a poem by Wendell Berry entitled, “The Vacation.”  The poem    
details a man who filmed his whole vacation while on a cruise.  He videotaped the water, the boat, the 
landscape, preserving this for future viewing.  But Berry ends the poem with the acknowledgement 
that “With the flick of a switch, there it would be.  But he would never be in it.  He would never be in 
it.” 

Each poet, in their own way, writes of significant moments in which one is not fully present.  Whether 
it is a walk in the neighborhood filled with the thoughts of all one’s tasks and needs or a vacation in 
which the traveler never really participated, each details the importance of being present in the      
moment. 

Having shared these observations, I don’t want to completely discourage those moments of reflection 
and contemplation.  Sometimes while hiking I will ponder an issue that is perplexing me.  I consciously 
choose to do this in the hope that some new insight may emerge.  Sometimes it does and sometimes 
it doesn’t.  But those quiet moments, a walk around the neighborhood or a hike in the woods, can be 
wonderful ways to focus one’s attention in a new way. 

Perhaps what is needed is the ability to find balance and the wisdom to know when to carry a burden 
and when to let it go.  That might be a lifelong challenge for us all. 

But I am aware that we are coming into a season for outdoor activities.  There will be family reunions, 
picnics, sporting events, concerts, even gatherings with friends and family.  These moments away are 
an important part of our health and well-being.  Whatever you are doing, I encourage you to heed the 
advice of the poets and be fully present in that moment.  If you are going for a walk, enjoy the sights 
and sounds, the opportunity to greet a neighbor or to be surprised by something new.  If you are on a 
vacation, let go of the work and daily activities and just enjoy the moments and memories.  The phone 
calls you need to return, the emails you need to answer, the window that needs caulking…all that will 
be there when you are done.  For the present moment, just enjoy. 

I am reminded of a very broad statement Jesus once shared.  He said, “I have come that you might 
have life and have it abundantly.”  That can mean a lot of different things.  But I believe at its core, it is 
about enjoying each particular moment in its fullness.  Whether your summer travels have you driving 
across the country or taking a walk around the block, may you find peace and enjoyment and renewal 
in those holy times. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Even though Easter wasn’t quite like we remember it, the young families of our congregation       
experienced a wonderful surprise in the days before Easter.  Instead of gathering for an Easter egg 
hunt, individual hunts were brought to their yards!  Big fun was had by all and we hope to continue 
this joyful tradition next year.  



 

As we have reopened for our hybrid Sunday service, we are 
continuing to hold off opening childcare during the service. 
Please bear with us as we learn and grow through this      
transition!  We will have materials available in the Kid’s     
Corner in the Narthex in single use bags, including small 
crafts, disposable manipulative items, coloring sheets, kid’s 
bulletins, and crayons.  FUMC staff are continuously reviewing 
procedures and practices around the service, and we will   
update you on any changes surrounding childcare.  Email   
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org if you are planning to attend   
Sunday services, so an age- and level-appropriate worship bag 
can be made for your child.  

In order to plan for your family’s needs this summer, let us know what kind of activities your family 
is interested in participating in this summer. We understand each family has a different comfort 
level with gathering in-person, but we want to help you have an awesome summer! 

Access the survey here: tiny.cc/SummerSurvey  

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
http://tiny.cc/SummerSurvey


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation will be here before you know it!  If you 
or a family member has graduated or is                
anticipating graduating this year, fill out our survey 
to be included in our Graduation Sunday on May 
16th!  Please respond to the survey by May 9th to 
be included in the service on May 16th.  You can 
access the survey here:  

tiny.cc/FUMCgrads2021. 
                               

Youth Group will meet in-person at FUMC on May 2nd and 
9th. We will be masked and socially-distanced while 
meeting.  Our focus will be preparing for Youth Sunday to 
celebrate our graduates on May 16th.  All students in 7th-
12th grades are welcome to participate in our group.  
Share your gifts and talents with the congregation! 
 
Keep up with parent emails (to be added, email             
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org) and check our Instagram 
(@fumcyouth) for scheduling updates as well as daily  
content to enrich your spiritual life. 
  

May Book Club 

The selection for the May Book Club is “The Authenticity Project” by Clare 
Pooley.  Described in reviews as “a breath of fresh air” and a “feel good,  
uplifting story,” this novel explores our honesty with one another and the 
creation of authentic selves and relationships.  All are welcome to             
participate in the book club which will meet on Sunday, May 16th at 6:00 
p.m.  Contact Pastor Howard (hboles@fumccolumbus.org) for more         
information. 

https://fumccol-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jriddle_fumccolumbus_org/Documents/tiny.cc/FUMCgrads2021
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:hboles@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 

Miriam Circle met on Wednesday, April 21st in the Blue Room.  Hostess Karen Hinderliter served 
dessert before the meeting.  Leader Cynthia Stephenson opened the meeting with a reading        
entitled “Outside the Comfort Zone” from Hugs.  Business was conducted before the program was 
presented by Jennie Lutes.  The next Miriam Circle meeting will be on May 19 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Blue Room.  

Because the summer months are often times of travel and times away, First UMC is planning to  
continue the single worship service format through the summer months.  We will have one service 
at 10 a.m. which you can attend in person or via Facebook. 

“How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity.” (Psalm 133:1)  One of the 
beautiful examples of this unity is found in the local ministry called Love Chapel.  This ecumenical 
agency is supported by churches throughout Bartholomew County to provide assistance to those in 
need.  They offer a variety of services including a food pantry and overnight shelter.  Several of our 
members volunteer to assist with this outreach.  It was noted in Betty Welch’s obituary that she 
wrote thousands of thank you notes on behalf of Love Chapel.  As part of our ongoing support, the 
Missions Committee has designated Love Chapel as the recipient for our hunger offerings in May.  If 
you would like to support this ministry, you can contribute online or with a check.  Please include 
“Love Chapel” or “Hunger Offering” in the memo line. 

Church News 

On Mother's Day, May 9th, we invite you to wear your festive hats to church.  Men, women and 
children, this is your chance to dust off that colorful headpiece, fedora or fascinator.  Wear it to the 
in-person service or send us a picture if you are watching the livestream service!  

Thanks to memorial contributions, we have been able to renovate the former patio area of the 
church to create a peaceful garden space.  These memorial gardens include a space to walk and will 
soon include benches for quiet reflection.  The center piece of the Memorial Gardens is a fountain 
in memory of Rev. Lisa Cottingham.  We will have a formal dedication of the gardens on Sunday, 
May 2nd following the 10 a.m. morning worship service. There will be a time for fellowship with 
lemonade and cookies provided.  The dedication will also be televised on the church Facebook 
page.  If you are unable to attend the dedication, we invite you to come to the gardens at your    
leisure and find a bit of peace amid the hectic times. 

Mission News 



I never considered myself a gardener.  If you saw my yard, you 
might still question the term next to my name.  However, I 
love working with the church gardening group.  I don’t need to 
be an expert, or even a novice.  I just need to be willing to 
work and learn!  And have fun. 

We meet on Thursday morning at 9…well, sometimes I meet at 
9:15, and we dig holes, water plants, pull weeds, laugh, talk, 
drink, coffee and eat (sometimes).  Can you dig?  Pour water?  
Pull a plant someone shows you?  Laugh and talk?  Drink and 

eat?  You are qualified!! 

Since joining I’ve learned the name of plants I didn’t know.  I’ve learned to take care of plants, and 
people have shared plants with me when they’ve had extra.  Now those plants reside in my yard 
and I know how to take care of them.  I’ve learned a little about how to garden and I enjoy it.  Plus, 
when I enter the church grounds for any reason I have the added joy of knowing I was a little part 
of making God’s House look as beautiful on the outside as it does on the inside. 

Please join us on Thursdays at 9 AM.  Sometimes we take the week off due to weather or the fact 
the flowers are doing fine without us so you might want to check first.  Feeling a little                    
uncomfortable?  We’d be glad to meet you.  Call the church office at 812-372-2851 and one of us 
will contact you to arrange to meet you and help ease you in!! 

Love in Christ, 
Lynne Fleming & the Garden Group 

All proceeds will be donated to First United Methodist Church to benefit the Missions Fund. 
Masks Requested 



A special note of thanks to those who shared in worship in 

April: 

April 4 – Octet with Brass Quintet 
April 11 – Section Leader Quartet 
April 18 – Section Leader Quartet 

April 25 – Praise Team  

Music Notes 

Upcoming Music in Worship 

May 2 – Section Leader Quartet 
May 9 – Section Leader Quartet 

May 16 – Youth Sunday 
May 23 – Chancel Ringers & Quartet 

May 30 – Praise Team 
June 6 – Special Music Sunday – Octet with French Horn 

      Our Church Family 

 

The church mourns the loss of Esther Ranck, Susan Herron, and Nancy 

Powers. 

 

Thoughts on Worship 

The prelude and the postlude are the contributions to worship of our talented organist Erik      

Matson.  The prelude is shared to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  The postlude is 

shared to allow us to contemplate the message from worship and to prepare to face the           

challenges of the week ahead.  We invite you to participate in these musical moments with the 

appropriate reverence and in the spirit in which they are offered.  Please acknowledge the          

importance of these moments to those around you and those watching online. 



An Tran is an internationally acclaimed Vietnamese Classical Guitarist and winner of over 13        
international competitions and awards.  Based in Chicago, USA, An has been praised for his 
“gorgeous playing” and “flawless technique” by the KnoxTNToday, and received many accolades for 
his dynamic artistry including being hailed as a “Vietnamese guitar virtuoso” by Austin Classical  
Guitar.  Crafting his signature style by merging world cultures with Vietnamese classical music, he 
was invited to teach, perform, and judge at various festivals including the Milwaukee Latino Arts 
Guitar Festival, Latin-American International Guitar Festival, New Orleans International Guitar    
Festival, Hamilton International Guitar Festival (Canada), and Lone Star Guitar Festival (Texas), to 
name a few. 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

A big thank you to everyone who attended in person and to those who watched the live stream of 

our April 16th Fridays@First Small Town City with Ryan Ahlwardt and Mike Luginbill.  It was a great 

success.  The guys had a really good time performing for you and I want to especially express my 

gratitude for your financial support of the event.  Thank you again for making music at FUMC very 

special! 

Fridays@First—Upcoming 
Friday, June 11, 2021 

7:30 p.m. 
An Tran, Guitar 



Enrollment Is Open! 

Learning Tree Preschool Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school 
year has begun!  Learning Tree Preschool offers flexible, 
affordable, quality care.  Anywhere from a few hours to        
full-time care…we have the options to fit family needs!       
Contact the Preschool Office at 378-2825 for more information 
and to schedule a tour.  Please share with family and friends! 

Learning Tree Preschool 

Building on the momentum of his many successes, An collaborated with Vietnamese composers 
Nguyen The-An and Dang Ngoc Long for his latest 7-track solo album entitled “Stay, My Beloved,” 
which was described by Classical Guitar Magazine as “to make the year-end Top Ten list of my     
favorite classical guitar albums of the year.”  Released on Frameworks Records in 2020, the album 
portrays varying elements of traditional instruments expressed by An’s virtuosic guitar playing.  
Taking listeners on an emotional journey through the rich soundscapes of Vietnam, An is set to 
grace the stages in Germany, France, and Spain on his upcoming European CD release tour. 

An has captivated audiences throughout North America and Asia, including concerts for Bangkok 
Guitar Society, Toronto International Guitar Series, and will be performing at the prestigious     
Segovia Classical Guitar Series in Chicago.  He won several International Guitar Competitions in 
Berlin, New Orleans, Rhode Island, and the Society of American Musicians in Chicago, among 
many others.  Gaining inspiration from the interconnectedness of music, cultures and people, An 
developed and refined his skills and techniques for over two decades and studied in masterclasses 
with many world-renowned guitarists, including Oscar Ghiglia, David Russell, Eliot Fisk, Alvaro 
Pierri, Raphaella Smits, Hopkinson Smith, Timo Korhonen, Marcin Dylla, Shin-Ichi Fukuda,           
SoloDuo, and Marc Teicholz. 

An Tran is on the faculty at Northern Illinois University.  He started learning the guitar at the age 
of 8 with Vietnamese guitarist Nguyen Hai Thoai.  Afterward, he received his musical training at 
the Vietnam National Academy of Music studying with guitarist Vu Viet Cuong.  An Tran received 
his B.A in Music and the Distinguished Young Alumni Award from North Park University, studying 
with Julie Goldberg and Tom Zelle and his Master of Music along with the Southeast Asia Studies 
Fellowship from Yale University, studying with Benjamin Verdery.  Currently a Dorothy and Carl 
Johnson endowed Doctor of Musical Arts candidate at Northwestern University studying with 
Anne Waller, An continues to transcend boundaries with his music. 

LTP Art Show 

Learning Tree’s annual Art Show was a success!  The times for families and friends to come and 
peruse the art projects was staggered, so it was more open for everyone to enjoy.  Check out all 
the wonderful creations from the preschool over the next couple of pages. 









First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812.372.2851 
 

The Spire 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Howard E. Boles 
Associate Pastor, Sarah Campbell 
 
Business Administrator, Tammy Fields 
Director of Promotion & Communications, Hailey Hennessy 
Director of Music, J. Kevin Butler 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Jen Riddle 
Organist/11:00 Worship Coordinator, Erik Matson 
Director of Learning Tree Preschool, Sue Ellen Brown 
Associate Director of LTP Classroom Ministry, Gayle Kelley 
Associate Director of LTP Extended Care, Teresa Nickerson 
Administrative Assistant, Daron Thayer 
Facilities Manager, Paul McHone 
Custodian, Marcia Hornback 
Custodian, Roland Campfield 
 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m. (Will also be 
livestreamed at 10:00 via our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/columbusfumc)  
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/columbusfumc
mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

