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Dear Friends, 

 

It has been nearly a year since we suspended in-person worship services here at First UMC.  In those initial 

weeks, we advanced from simple cell phone technology to broadcasting our services with more sophisticated 

cameras and tech equipment.  Last summer and into the fall we offered an abbreviated in-person worship service 

along with our online worship.  Unfortunately, the infection rate in our community continued to increase and we 

felt it best to suspend that service.   

We are now ready to begin an initial return to in-person worship.  We are planning to resume on Sunday, March 

7th and offer this live service concurrent with the present 10:00 a.m. service.  This means that you will have the 

option of viewing the service online through Facebook or in-person in the sanctuary every Sunday at 10 a.m.   

A bit of explanation about the in-person service. In accordance with best practices, we require that all attendees 

wear masks while in the building.  We will practice social distancing by using every other pew and                 

recommending that people sit in family or household groups and otherwise distancing from one another.  Ushers 

and greeters will be present when you arrive, but please understand when they greet you with a warm smile    

rather than a handshake or hug.   

To avoid contact, we will not physically pass the peace with one another.  Collections plates will not be passed in 

the pews, but we will have offering boxes at the entrances to the sanctuary.  Monthly communion will be served 

in pre-packaged containers with juice and a wafer inside.  We encourage families to worship together; childcare 

will not be provided at this time. 

Kevin has written a well-detailed explanation about music and singing for the March newsletter.  To give a brief 

synopsis, we will have the usual sung portions in the worship service, but we ask that those present either sing 

softly, hum or quietly reflect upon the words of the hymn.  At home, you are welcome to sing as loud as your 

neighbors, pets and family members will permit. 

Because of the challenges of doing this service concurrent, we encourage those who are planning to participate in 

person to arrive ten minutes (9:50) before the service begins to avoid noise and distractions for those watching 

online.  Please plan to enter through either the 8th Street or Lafayette Street doors (not the office/library doors.) 

We have come to this decision after much prayer and preparation.  We understand that there are many who are 

still uncomfortable with in-person activities and we want to assure you that we will continue to offer the 

livestream service and do so with the utmost integrity.  We also understand that there are those who feel ready to 

return and we want to provide the initial steps to make that possible.  Please choose the option that works best for 

you and your family. 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Howard Boles 
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