
Dear Friend, 

Early in my ministry, I attended a conference on stewardship.  It was a two-day event with some 
great keynote speakers covering a variety of topics.  Break-out groups provided opportunities for 
more intensive learnings.  As I considered which of these groups to sign up for, there was one that 
seemed a bit unusual and that caught my attention.  It was about environmental stewardship.   

In this conference, even the break-out groups were rather large.  But when I walked into the      
session for environmental stewardship there were four people, counting the leader.  In that large 
conference room, the four of us sat around a single table and had a wonderful conversation. 

The leader spoke about the biblical basis for the topic, how in Genesis God created the universe 
and it was good, beautiful, stunning.  One might say that God was impressed with the finished    
results.  Everything that was needed for life to flourish was there in abundance.  And according to 
Genesis, God entrusted us with the care of this creation.  That is where the stewardship aspect 
emerges.  We have the important task of sustaining this creation not only for future generations 
but as an act of faith. 

Looking back at my notes from that class, one of the things I wrote was an idea for an                   
environmental pledge Sunday.  Just as we invite members to make a financial pledge, I wondered 
what it would look like to do an environmental pledge.  Perhaps it is the daunting nature of this 
that has kept me from implementing this idea.  The possibilities are unlimited.  There are a        
multitude of ways we can care for the environment.  Planting a garden or trees, recycling, reducing 
travels (even bicycling or walking more), buy locally grown food (the farmer’s market will open 
soon!), conserve energy and water, compost, etc.  While doing these things is helpful to the        
environment and can save money, they are also ways of putting our faith into practice as we honor 
the Creator by caring for the Creation. 

If you are interested, there are a couple of books I have read recently on this topic.  Writing about 
the care of the environment from a faith perspective, I would recommend “Replenishing the Earth” 
by Wangari Maathai and “The Way of Imagination” by Hoosier author Scott Russell Sanders.  Both 
address the urgency of environmental care while offering hopeful and encouraging ways to make a 
difference. 

Earth Day is Thursday, April 22nd, but from a faith perspective, every day is earth day.  Each day is 
an opportunity to step back, as God did on that sixth day, and admire the beauty of the earth     
giving thanks for all that surrounds us.  And each day offers unlimited opportunities to fulfill our 
calling to be caretakers of this Creation.    

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Holy Week Services 

On Thursday, April 1st we will offer a Maundy Thursday service online at 7:00 p.m. This service   
commemorates the evening Jesus gathered with his friends to celebrate the Last Supper.  Join us 
on the church Facebook page for this meaningful service.  In preparation for this service, we invite 
you to have your communion elements ready to fully participate in the service. 

First UMC will offer an online Good Friday service on April 2nd at 7:00 p.m.  This service of darkness 
will follow the last words of Jesus from the cross.  Along with each reading there will be a brief   
reflection and the extinguishing of candles.  Please note this service will be online only and can be 
viewed from the church Facebook page. 

On Easter morning, April 4th, we will offer three worship opportunities.  The first will be an outdoor 
Easter Sunrise service at 7:30 a.m.  If weather is prohibitive, we will move this service into the    
Fellowship Hall.  There will also be services held at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  These  
services will be identical with brass accompaniment for the musical selections.  If you plan to 
attend in person, please call the church office to reserve a space.  There is a limit of 100 person for 
the live services.  Both of these services will be broadcast on the church Facebook page permitting 
you to participate from the comfort of you home as well.   

As we begin to re-open for our hybrid service, we are not yet 
opening childcare during the service. Please bear with us as 
we learn and grow through this transition!  We will have    
materials available in the Kid’s Corner in the Narthex in single 
use bags, including small crafts, disposable manipulative 
items, coloring sheets, kid’s bulletins, and crayons.  FUMC 
staff are continuously reviewing procedures and practices 
around the service, and we will update you on any changes 
surrounding childcare.  Email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org if 
you are planning to attend Sunday services, so an age- and 
level-appropriate worship bag can be made for your child.  

Did your family receive an Easter surprise “egging?” If so, send    
pictures and videos to jriddle@fumccolumbus.org so she can share 
your joy with the congregation.  

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group will meet in-person at FUMC on April 18th 

& 25th.  We will be masked and socially-distanced while 

meeting.  Our focus will be preparing for Youth Sunday to 

celebrate our graduates on May 16th. All students in     

7th-12th grades are welcome to participate in our 

group. Keep up with parent emails 

(email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added) and 

check our Instagram (@fumcyouth) for scheduling       

updates as well as daily content to enrich your             

spiritual life.  
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Even though graduation seems a long way off, it 

will be here before you know it!  If you or a family 

member has graduated or is anticipating           

graduating this year, fill out our survey to be       

included in our Graduation Sunday on May 16th! 

You can access the survey here:  

tiny.cc/FUMCgrads2021                               

Are you a student looking to discover your purpose in life, and 

how God may be calling you to use your talents, passions, and 

dreams to make a difference in the world?  Then SLA is for you!  

This year’s session is July 5-10 for students entering 9th grade 

through 2021 high school graduates.  Registration is limited to 25 

students this year due to COVID restrictions, so let Jen know 

ASAP (jriddle@fumccolumbus.org) if you’re interested in         

registering.  FUMC scholarships are available for registration 

costs for any student interested in participating. 

Church News 

Support First Church by shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Same exact 

low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience with 

the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 

price to our church. 

Tired of Writing Checks? 

An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means no more   
forgetting your offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about 
envelopes. You can choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from 
either checking or savings.  You can call Tammy at the church office,                  
812-378-2826 to start your automatic withdrawal. 

https://fumccol-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jriddle_fumccolumbus_org/Documents/tiny.cc/FUMCgrads2021
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F


Prayer Concern Updates 

Would you like to receive ongoing updates of prayer concerns and 
funeral   notices within our church and community?  We are working 
on a way to send regular notices to those who would like to receive 
such notices via email.  If you would like to receive these emails, 
please contact Howard or Sarah to be added to the list.  

If you’d like to submit prayer requests/concerns to a pastor or the 
prayer team, you can go to our website www.fumccolumbus.org 
and click on the prayer banner, or go to https://tinyurl.com/
fumcprayer. 

      Our Church Family 

 

The church mourns the loss of Betty Welch and Bettye Mann. 

 

 

March Book Club 

The selection for the April Book Club is “The Moment of Lift” by Melinda 
Gates.  Using both compelling narratives of inspiring women and insightful 
studies, this book explores the ways in which simple ways of empowering 
women benefits all of society.  A copy is available in the church library or 
can be purchased through Viewpoint Books at a discount.  Our discussion 
will be Sunday, April 18th at 6:00 p.m. 

  

A Generous Heart 

If you were fortunate to know Gay Burnside, you know she was a person of great character.  One 

could make a long list of positive traits that she quietly and faithfully exhibited.  One of those traits 

was generosity; another, an eye for fine clothing and furnishings.  The inner hallway in the church 

office complex is now the recipient of some of her fine furnishings.  A small sofa table, world globe, 

and pictures now grace that space due to her spirit of generosity.  When you are in the office area, 

notice the eye pleasing items and remember Gay as one who was always thinking of others before 

herself.   

mailto:hboles@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:scampbell@fumccolumbus.org
https://www.fumccolumbus.org
https://tinyurl.com/fumcprayer
https://tinyurl.com/fumcprayer


A special note of thanks to those who shared in worship in  

March: 

March 7 – Section Leader Quartet with guest soprano Julia 
Scannell 

March 14 – Praise Team 

March 21 – Section Leader Quartet with cellist William          
Cayanan and guest singers Jen Riddle & Drew Comer 

March 28 – Palm Sunday – Chancel Ringers 

Music Notes 

Upcoming Music in Worship 

April 4 – Octet with Brass Quintet 
April 11 – Praise Team 

April 18 – Section Leader Quartet 
April 25 – Section Leader Quartet 

Fridays@First 

First United Methodist Church will host an in-person and virtual Fridays@First concert on April 16, 

2021 at 7:30 pm featuring the duo Small Town City with two members of the a cappella 

group Straight No Chaser, Ryan Alhwardt and Mike Luginbill.  Since leaving the group, Ryan has 

continued to have a successful career as a solo artist, songwriter, and voice-over actor.  Mike is still 

singing with the a cappella group and is a frequent arranger and soloist for them.  To attend the 

concert in person you must reserve your seat by emailing Kevin Butler 

at kbutler@fumccolumbus.org beginning April 5, 2021.  Attendance will be limited as per           

Bartholomew County Health Department guidelines.  The concert will be live streamed on the 

church Facebook page.  For more information please contact the church at 812-372-2851.  

Calling All Techies, Computer Geeks, Camera Buffs & Audio Aficionados: 
Your Church Needs You!!!! 

The tech team at FUMC desperately needs your help by sharing with us your talents and skills for 
our ever-expanding technology needs. With the continuing streaming of our worship services and 
special events, our need has never been greater for people to serve in this growing area of        
ministry at FUMC.  Your skills can be utilized if you just give us a try.  Turn your hobby, your        
vocation or avocation, or your area of interest that just makes you feel good, into your special  
mission for the church.  We can use people with all levels of experience to contribute to this   
growing need.  We need you and the special gifts that you bring!  Contact any current member of 
the tech team – Tom Bailey, Lynne Fleming, Steve Hood, or Randy Witwer – to indicate your       
interest, or leave a message with your contact info and questions at the church with Kevin Butler 
(kbutler@fumccolumbus.org or 812-372-2851) and we will definitely find a way to use your gifts 
and talents.  Thank you in advance for your help with this growing mission and outreach! 

mailto:kbutler@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:kbutler@fumccolumbus.org


Here is more information about our guests: 

Mike Luginbill has been a primary soloist, vocal arranger, and songwriter in Straight No Chaser since 
the group was signed to Atlantic Records / Warner Music Group in 2008.  He lives in Nashville, TN 
with his wife Zoe and their two children Nova and Ivy.  Follow Mike @mikeluginbill and find his    
music at SNCmusic.com. 

Ryan Ahlwardt is a singer-songwriter, voice actor, podcaster, and former member of the           
world-renowned vocal group Straight No Chaser.  Ryan lives in Fishers, IN with his wife Lauren and 
their two children Olivia and Gus.  Follow Ryan @RyanSongs and find his music at RyanSongs.com. 

Mike and Ryan’s friendship and musical connection began in the mid-90s when the two sat next to 
each other in choir at Hamilton Southeastern HS in Fishers, IN under the direction of J. Kevin Butler. 
During their senior year at Indiana University in Bloomington, the two friends were inspired to 
name their songwriting duo Small Town City by a lyric in James Taylor’s song “Her Town Too,” 
which they released a cover of earlier this year. 

During their time with Straight No Chaser, Mike and Ryan’s voices, arrangements, and original 
songs have been featured on albums that have sold more than 3 million copies.  They have            
entertained hundreds of thousands of people worldwide at such legendary venues as The            
Hollywood Bowl in California, The Royal Albert Hall in London, The Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, 
and The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, to name a few.  

They have also performed on two national PBS specials, The Today Show, The Tonight Show with 
Jimmy Fallon, and in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City. 

Mike and Ryan have also shared the stage or studio with such artists as Sara Bareilles, Barry        
Manilow, Kristin Bell, Colbie Caillat, The Beach Boys, Darius Rucker, The Temptations, Broadway 
star Kristin Chenoweth, Wanya Morris of Boyz II Men, Mark Kibble of Take 6, and more. 

Mike and Ryan are recording an album of original songs that will be released this summer.  You can 
follow their duo Small Town City on Facebook and Instagram (@smalltowncitymusic) and enjoy 
their music on all streaming platforms. 

Thank you and enjoy the show! 

http://SNCmusic.com
http://RyanSongs.com


Enrollment Is Open! 

Learning Tree Preschool Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school 
year has begun!  Learning Tree Preschool offers flexible, 
affordable, quality care.  Anywhere from a few hours to        
full-time care…we have the options to fit family needs!       
Contact the Preschool Office at 378-2825 for more information 
and to schedule a tour.  Please share with family and friends! 

Learning Tree Preschool 



Mission News 

United Methodist Women Birthday Celebration 

On April 1, the UMW will have a birthday celebration 
honoring all 80 and 90-year-old ladies.  These honorees 
are invited to bring a plus-1.  We will also complete the 
Memorial Service that was postponed in December 
2020, and we will announce the Special Mission   
Recognition Pin recipient for 2020.  The celebration will 
begin at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Please call       
Cynthia Stephenson at 812-343-2064 for reservations 
and with any questions you might have, and leave a 
voicemail if no one answers.  A head count will help our 
planning.  Thank you! 
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