
Dear Friend,  
We have learned a lot about worship through the pandemic.  By offering an online worship service, 
we have been able to reach many who otherwise would not have been able to attend our services  
including those who are sick traveling, shut-in or even living outside our community.  Because of 
this important learning, we will be continuing to offer online worship services even after covid-19 is 
under control.   

I also want to express my appreciation for your understanding and adaptability.  It hasn’t been easy 
to switch from in-person to online worship.  I am grateful for the sacrifices you have made both for 
your own health and safety, but for all your friends and neighbors.  Such actions were an             
expression of your care for others. 

You may recall that for several months last summer and into the fall, we offered a in-person      
worship opportunity on Sundays at 8:30 a.m.  We discontinued that when the infection rates in our          
community greatly increased.  We also did so at the recommendation of our Bishop Julius Trimble 
and our Mayor Jim Lienhoop.  I appreciate and respect their recommendations.   

Now that numbers are subsiding and more members have received vaccinations, we are planning 
the first careful steps toward in-person worship.  We are planning to offer a hybrid option for    
worship.  For all who prefer the present format, we will continue to offer the 10 a.m. livestream via 
Facebook.  Until you feel comfortable and ready, we recommend this option. 

Beginning on March 7th, we will also be making that 10 a.m. service an in-person option.  A few 
notes about this service: 

• All participants must wear masks throughout the service. 

• We will be maintaining social distancing, seating in every other pew. 
• Ushers and greeters will be there to welcome you, but please understand that they will greet 

you with a friendly smile, but not a handshake. 
• We will avoid physical contact in the service meaning that the passing of the peace will not    

include handshakes, offering boxes will be placed at the entrances rather than having             
collections plates passed during the service and communion will be distributed through          
pre-packaged containers with both the juice and bread inside. 

• The pastors will not greet the congregation at the backdoors following the service. 
• Please see Kevin’s article which details what to expect musically. 

We want to continue to take all necessary safety precautions while providing the options that work 
best for you.  From our standpoint, the staff of First UMC will continue to work diligently to create 
meaningful and inspiring worship services whether those are viewed online or in-person.  Whether 
online or in-person, we look forward to seeing you in worship!  

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As we begin to re-open for our hybrid      
service, we are not yet opening childcare 
during the service. Please bear with us as 
we learn and grow through this transition! 
We will have materials available in the    
children’s area in the Narthex for single use, 
including small crafts, disposable              
manipulative items, coloring sheets, kid’s 
bulletins, and crayons. FUMC staff are    
continuously reviewing procedures and 
practices around the service, and we will 
update you on any changes surrounding 
childcare. Email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org 
with any questions or concerns. 

Is your family interested in making a short video clip for Palm       
Sunday? The week before (week of March 22), Jen will give you   
specific instructions about what to do with the provided palms and 
other suggested items you will have at home. Email Jen 
(jriddle@fumccolumbus.org) if you’re interested in participating. 

Interested in receiving a weekly update on Family Ministry               
happenings? Emails also contain resources that will support spiritual 
growth for your family whether you are worshipping in-person or 
online. Email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to have your name added to 
the list!  

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


Youth Group continues to meet online via 
Zoom at 5pm on select Sundays in March. We 
welcome all students in 7th-12th grades to our 
group. Keep up with parent emails (email   
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added) and 
check our Instagram (@fumcyouth) for   
scheduling updates as well as daily content to 
enrich your spiritual life. 

March Book Club 

“I am Ana.  I was the wife of Jesus.”  So begins Sue Monk Kidd’s latest     
novel, “The Book of Longings.”  With meticulous research into life of that 
time, Sue Monk Kidd explores what it might have been like to be not only a 
wife, but the wife of Jesus.  This novel is the selection for our March Book 
Club.  We will meet via zoom on Sunday, March 21st at 6:00 p.m.  A copy of 
the book is available in the church library or can be purchased at a discount 
at Viewpoint Books here in Columbus.  If you would like the zoom link to 
participate in the discussion, please call or email Rev. Boles. 

Even though graduation seems a long way 
off, it will be here before you know it! If 
you or a family member has graduated or 
is anticipating graduating this year, fill out 
our survey to be included in our          
Graduation Sunday on May 16th! You can 
access the survey here: tiny.cc/
FUMCgrads2021.  

Church News 

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
mailto:hboles@fumccolumbus.org
file:///C:/Users/thayerj/Downloads/tiny.cc/FUMCgrads2021
file:///C:/Users/thayerj/Downloads/tiny.cc/FUMCgrads2021


Prayer Concern Updates 

Would you like to receive ongoing updates of prayer concerns and funeral   
notices within our church and community?  We are working on a way to send 
regular notices to those who would like to receive such notices via email.  If 
you would like to receive these emails, please contact Howard or Sarah to be 
added to the list.  

      Our Church Family 

 

The church mourns the loss of Catherine Staublin, Bob Welsch, Howard 

Pearcy, and Keith Miller. 
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A special note of thanks to those who shared in worship in  

February: 

 February 7 – Section Leader Quartet: 
Madeline Coffey, Annaka Grismer, Eddie Mony & Sam Mathis 

 February 14 – Lynne & Dan Fleming and Erik Matson 

 February 21 – Section Leader Quartet with guest Erin 
Koolman 

 February 28 — Section Leader Quartet 

Music Notes 

Upcoming Music in Worship 

March 7 – Section Leader Quartet 

March 14 – Praise Team 

March 21 – Section Leader Quartet with cellist William Cayanan 

March 28 – Palm Sunday – Chancel Ringers 

Fridays@First 

I am excited to announce that we will have another virtual Fridays@First Concert on April 16, 2021 

at 7:30 pm featuring two former students of mine from Hamilton Southeastern HS and both were 

members of the a cappella group Straight No Chaser, Ryan Alhwardt and Mike Luginbill.  Since 

leaving the group, Ryan has continued to have a successful career as a solo artist, songwriter, and 

voice-over actor.  You can find more information about Ryan on his website  ryansongs.com and by 

visiting his Facebook page and checking out some of his songs on YouTube.  Mike is still singing 

with the a cappella group and is a frequent arranger and soloist for them.  More information will 

be coming out over the next few weeks on our Facebook page and in the April edition of the Spire.  

At this time, the concert will only be virtual but if conditions continue to improve, we might have a 

small in-person audience.  Stay tuned for any updates! 



Singing in Worship During the Pandemic 

As we resume in-person worship, it is important to share with you our concerns about singing and 
the spread of the virus.  From all the studies I have read and the conversations I have had with 
many musicians whose opinions I value; it is generally agreed that singing is a super spreader of the 
virus.  This is due to the projection of the Covid-19 aerosol particles when we speak and especially 
when we sing.  That is why when we had the 8:30 am in-person worship service last year we had 
no live singing.  For me personally and for many of you this was not an ideal solution, but at that 
point we felt it was the best solution.  Now, as cases decrease and vaccinations increase we are  
resuming in-person worship in a hybrid style (livestream service occurring at the same time as  
people attend in person).  If you choose to attend the hybrid service, please consider the following 
recommendations for the safety and health of yourself and our church family. 

Wear a mask and socially distance yourself from other members of the congregation unless they 
are immediate members of your family or household.  Do not sit directly in front or behind     
someone unless more than two rows apart. 

During the portions of worship where we sing or read as a congregation, consider the following  
options: 

1. Sing or read silently meditating and contemplating the meaning of each text. 
     2.   Hum or read in a whisper. 
     3.   Sing or read softly. 
 
We ask that you do not sing out full voice or read loudly. 

Anyone that leads in worship through speech or song will be socially distanced from you and will 
wear a mask unless they are using a microphone.  We are doing this so that they do not have to 
project loudly when they sing or speak. 

We are returning to in-person worship understanding that you must make the decision whether 
you feel it is wise to join us at this time.  We will continue to livestream worship so that you can 
participate in worship with us at home.  Thank you for your understanding and your respect for all 
who worship with us both in person and in spirit. 

As we adapt to livestream and in-person worship happening concurrently there are some technical 

challenges we must consider.  The audio signal we send out with our livestream through Facebook 

is not necessarily the same sound as we hear in person in the sanctuary.  It will take us a little time 

to adjust and balance the two audio signals so that what you hear at home and what the            

congregation hears in the sanctuary is fundamentally the same.  Thank you for your patience and 

understanding! 







Mission News 

The Mountain Mission Truck will be picking up at the 
church on Tuesday, March 2.  Some of their more    
urgent needs are: men’s summer clothing, kid’s     
summer clothing, socks & underwear, children’s shoes, 
good pots & pans, and good used furniture. 

UMW Board 

The UMW board will meet on March 
3, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in the Blue 
Room.  We have a few things to go 
over as well as distributing the books 
for 2021.  I hope everyone can be 
there.          

Jeri Ahlbrand 

Learning Tree is overwhelmed with excitement!  The contributions for the Love-a-Child scholarship 
fund have exceeded our goal!  The Board and staff of Learning Tree want to say thank you from the 
bottom our hearts. Your generous contributions will allow us to provide opportunities for 
all children to learn and grow in the safe and loving atmosphere of First Church.  
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Worship Services:   
Livestream via our Facebook page 

(@columbusfumc) Sunday mornings at 10:00 
a.m. (until further notice)  

 
Church Office hours: 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
(call the office and leave a message if you need 

to meet outside of church hours, and             
arrangements will be made)  

  
Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
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by the 20th of each month. 
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