
Dear Friend,  

As I write this article, 2020 is still winding down.  For many folks, the new year cannot arrive quick 
enough.  Something about the turn of that calendar page signals a fresh start, a hopeful new       
beginning.  We are longing for that. 

For all that was difficult and upsetting about 2020, let us not lose sight of the lessons we have 
learned through this difficult time.  I am aware of how much I miss people on many different levels. 
I miss attending special occasions like sporting events and concerts that bring people together for a 
singular purpose.  I miss gathering with friends around a table of good food or on the back patio for 
an evening of celebration.  I miss gathering with people for worship…the ability to sing together, to 
chat over a cup of coffee or tea, the lingering conversations at the back door.  On an even deeper 
level, this year has reminded me of the importance of physical touch.  There have been times when 
I wanted to reach out and take someone’s hand or offer them a hug. 

One of the lessons to carry into the new year is to cherish those opportunities to be together and 
to create such opportunities as frequently as possible. 

I have also learned some lessons about myself and those around me, albeit lessons that were not 
of our own choosing.  We are a resilient people.  For all that this year has thrown at us, we have 
found ways to worship each week, even when we cannot be together in the same place.  We have 
learned how to stay connected with one another through various technologies.  Although 2020 did 
not begin with a resolution that we would learn how to adapt and adjust and learn new things, we 
have done that.  I suspect in the future one of the attitudes we will hold is the belief that we can 
withstand anything that comes our way. 

We have also learned of our vulnerabilities.  The pandemic has revealed some of the fault lines in 
our society.  Loneliness, poverty, inequalities, food insecurity and much more.  One of the         
challenges we will face when the pandemic ends, is the compassion fatigue that will need a break 
from the work of justice.  Rather than presume that all is better, I hope that we will carry a         
continued resolve into this new year that works to bring justice for all God’s people. 

There are things we have learned as a church staff.  The ability to offer online worship services has 
enabled many folks who could not attend (folks who are caregivers, shut-ins, those who are      
traveling or sick, people living out of town or out of the country).  We must continue this. 

I have received a deeper appreciation for the creativity of our staff.  None of what we did in 2020 
was what we imagined.  Space does not permit me to single them all out individually, but our 
church staff has worked hard this year to continue to offer opportunities to learn and grow in our 
faith together.  I am grateful to work with such a thoughtful, creative, faithful group of people. 



 

Like many folks, I anticipate the arrival of 2021 and pray that it will bring an ease to our present 
burdens and the promise of a fresh start.  But I also pray that we will remember the things we 
learned in this difficult year and continue to carry these gifts into the years ahead. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 

Howard 

FUMC, Learning Tree, and Community Families had a great time 
putting together Santa’s Workshop craft boxes at home in December! 
We raised funds to support kids in need through Lincoln-Central   
Family Neighborhood Center’s Angels of Love program.  We raised 
more than enough funds to support buying gifts for 3 girls.  Leftover 
funds will be used to support children in need in 2021.  Thank you for 
your generosity!    



Thank you to all the participants in our Virtual Christmas Pageant!  
You made it fun and wonderful to watch for all.  Keep your eyes 
open for a fun outtake video for both our pre-recorded virtual 
Christmas services!  

Youth Group continue to meet online via Zoom 
on select Sundays at 5pm in January.  We         
welcome students in 7th-12th grades to our group.  
Keep up with parent emails (email                      
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added) and 
check our Instagram (@fumcyouth) for scheduling 
updates! 

January Book Club 

The book club selection for January is “The Delight of Being Ordinary” by 
Roland Merullo.  This playful novel tells the story of what it would be like if 
the Dalai Lama and the Pope put on disguises and traveled around Italy as 
common citizens.  Along with some fun adventures, the book delves into 
some wonderful theological discussions.  We will meet via zoom on       
Sunday, January 17th at 6:00 p.m. for this discussion.  Contact Rev. Boles 
for the zoom link.  All are welcome to participate! 

Upcoming Book Club Selections 

February 21:  “A Good Neighborhood” by Therese Anne Fowler 
March 21:  “The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk Kidd 

April 18:  “The Moment of Lift” by Melinda Gates 
May 16:  “The Authenticity Project” by Clara Pooley 

June 20:  “Anxious People” by Frederik Backman 
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Learning Tree Preschool 

Happy New Year from the staff at Learning Tree!  We are looking forward to classes resuming and 
seeing all the kids’ smiling faces.  Watch for news about when school will resume in-person     
learning/updates on the school schedule. 



Mission News 

In recent years, we have held First Cares on the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.  This has been a day 
devoted to gathering at the church for service projects throughout the community.  We have     
volunteered at Turning Point, Sans Souci, the Humane Society and done projects that benefit    
people throughout our community.  Unfortunately, such projects will have to be postponed this 
year.  But we still intend to have a day of service!  It will just look a bit different.  What the         
Missions Committee is encouraging is for all of us to engage in a mission of outreach to one        
another.  We invite you to join us that day, January 17th, writing cards and letters to one another.  
Perhaps some cards might be sent to friends and family members.  Perhaps others could be 
written to teachers, nurses or paramedics thanking them for their service.  Service to one another 
takes on many different forms and this year we are encouraging you to serve by writing to one   
another.  How many letters do you think our congregation can send?  500?  1000?  Let us know 
how many you write and send and we’ll keep a tally to share later. 

During the months of November and December, the Missions Committee asked for donations to 
support several important organizations.  We want to thank you for your incredible generosity.  We 
were able to support Love Chapel with donations totaling more than $3500!  For Santa’s workshop, 
we raised $350 which was used to help the Lincoln Central Neighborhood.  Along with the           
donations of toys and other items sent directly to Turning Point, we also had some cash donations 
which we were able to forward to them. 

Hot Meals also asked for donations of winter clothing and other necessities for our dinner guests.  
The response was overwhelming!  There were 16 total tables filled with donations, 8 of which were 
winter jackets!  Thank you for your kindness and generosity to one another.  



Music Notes 

A big thank you to all the musicians who shared their 

gifts with us during Advent leading up to our Christmas 

Eve services.  For our Fridays@First virtual concert on 

December 4:  the Columbus Brass Quintet, Janie Gordon, 

Luke Major, Logan Rivera, Madelyn Lego, Mary Claire 

King and Erik Matson.  For our Sunday morning live 

stream services:  the Chancel Ringers, our four section 

leaders, Madeline Coffey, Annaka Grismer, Eddie Mony 

& Sam Mathis, our guest singers Rachel Purvis, Erin  

Koolman, Sylvester Makobi, Logan Rivera & Drew Comer 

and violin soloist, Sage Parks.  To those who participated in our Christmas Eve services, particularly 

our jazz trio – Gary Walters, Piano – Thomas Brinkley, Bass & Cameron Bailey Percussion.  A special 

thank you to our organist Erik Matson who was there for it all.  And a round of applause for our 

tech team who made it all possible:  guest camera operators Emma & Maia Campbell and our   

regulars Randy Witwer, Steve Hood and Tom Bailey! 

Looking Ahead  

Who knows for sure what this new year will look like?  Hopefully, many of the things that we     

remember as “normal.”  Fridays@First will be returning soon in whatever format we can that is 

both safe and musically satisfying for our musicians and our audience.  We will continue to bring 

you a variety of types of music to enhance your worship experience either online or hopefully 

sometime soon in person. Whatever comes, please know that we will try to the best of our ability 

to continue to bring you music events and music in worship that is beautiful, inspirational, and  

uplifting to your heart and soul.  Wishing you all the best in 2021! 

      Our Church Family 

 

The church mourns the loss of Sandra Mueller and Catherine Ahlbrand. 

 

 

 



2020 Trustees Summary 

Looking back through our minutes, I hope I’ve captured most of what took place during our    
COVID-19 year.  Let’s start around the church: 

• The city removed all the overgrown bushes along the north side of the west parking lot while 
they completed work along 9th Street.  Thanks to a deal made with Paul McHone, our Facilities 
Manager, there was no charge. 

• Additional trees and bushes were removed from the northwest corner of the church. 
• Paul negotiated with Lowe’s for a pine tree to replace a dead tree in our green space north of 

the church next to the bench. 
• With the help of Dan Fleming and his equipment, the removal of the unsightly and overgrown 

bushes was done on the east side of the church by the kitchen area.  There is now more light 
and a view from the kitchen. 

• A foundation inspection was quoted to repair an empty trash removal lift from the kitchen to 
the outside, along with cracked and broken limestone window ledges along the east side of the 
church. 

• Then we had a neighbor’s car knock down the south end of the brick wall along the east side of 
the main parking lot.  Boy, did I learn a lot about dealing with insurance! 

• While a bricklayer completed that repair, we asked him to “brick in” the lower maintenance 
window next to the columbarium, the removal of AC space on 8th Street, and the space in the 
Learning Tree Preschool office. 

• Three new benches were installed around the columbarium.  One bench is courtesy of Dave & 
Sandy Watts in honor of his mother, Laura Watts. 

• Dave & Sandy also purchased three bright red “C” bike racks to be installed this spring—
pending location. 

• The Landscape Group purchased urns that were placed and filled with living plants around the 
columbarium. 

• The Lisa Cottingham Memorial Group is working on a final plan with completion this spring/
summer. 

• Security cameras will be installed by the columbarium. 
• The “Jesus” statue made by Joe Carter was restored by his daughter, Cheryl, and repainted by 

Marilyn Jerman.  This statue is in the patio area along 8th St. 
• Freon was emptied from the non-functioning AC units along the east side of the church thanks 

to Anthony Perfetto. 

Moving to the inside of the church: 

• Bats in the belfry were again addressed to seal openings and a plan for additional insulation 
was discussed. 

• While in the belfry, the current ladder to the attic was secured against the wall. 
• Working with the LTP to develop a cleaning plan and further understanding of building           

coordination and responsibility is still in progress. 
• A toilet was replaced in the LTP wing. 
• Replacement of two backflow preventers was completed and certified with Columbus Utilities. 
• Lights continue to be replaced with energy efficient bulbs. 
• A new snow removal contractor was hired. 



• Church insurance was reviewed. 
• The church kitchen got a deep cleaning, cleaned out, and reorganized by a group of seven lively 

women which made it fun. 
• AND—the Hospitality/Accessibility Entrance has three contractors that asked for additional 

time to submit bids due to the strange year and issues it brought.  This should be at the end of 
January.  Thanks to Caleb Tennis for ALL his time in working/meeting with structural,              
mechanical, and electrical engineers to assess requirements and survey. 

It's been an interesting, unusual, challenging, and patience-testing work year for the Trustees, but 
what a great group of people to work together and see completion on as many tasks as we did.  
Thank you, and carry on. 

Susan Gobert 
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