
Dear Friend,  

I was working as a chaplain at a nursing home in a year that Christmas fell on a Sunday.  It was my 
role to lead worship services for the residents.  Leading up to Christmas morning, one of the        
administrators asked me what I would be doing for Christmas.  The assumption was that I would 
not be there leading the worship services. 

The truth is, all my family was four hours away.  My wife had to work on Christmas day.  It didn’t 
make sense to stay at home alone on Christmas day.  My plans were to come to the nursing home 
to lead the worship services like we did every Sunday. 

About thirty minutes before the service was to begin, I invited the residents to the main hall for the 
services.  As they arrived, several expressed surprise that we were having services.  Our attendance 
that day was well below our usual numbers.  The residents who had family or friends in the area 
had already left to spend Christmas with others.  Those who remained were looking at the          
prospect of spending Christmas day alone.  They expressed gratitude for the chance to worship  
together that morning. 

Being Christmas, we sang a lot of hymns, we had a prayer or two and I delivered a brief message.  It 
was one of the most memorable Christmas days I can recall. 

I have often remembered that story and tried to invite folks who might be alone for the holidays to 
come to our home for Christmas dinner.  We have hosted college students who were unable to 
travel home, friends whose families live far away, neighbors who had no particular holiday plans. 

As I write this article, I fear that this holiday is shaping up to be a very lonely season for people.  It 
is not safe to gather in large groups.  It won’t be safe to hold in person worship services.  It is going 
to take some creativity to reach out in meaningful ways.  Here are some things we can all do: 

-reach out to friends and neighbors just to say hello.  You can call, write a letter, send a few more 
Christmas cards than usual, FaceTime, Zoom…there are many ways to reach out. 

-do a kind deed for someone.  Is one of your Christmas traditions to bake cookies or other treats? 
Perhaps you would make some things to leave anonymously on your neighbors step with a note 
telling them you were thinking of them. 

-call a friend and watch a movie or television show together.  Even if you can’t be together, you can 
watch the show and talk to one another. 

-interact with others during worship services.  It is ok to post “Peace be with you, Joe!” or “It is 



 

good to see you Mary!” 

-likewise you can watch the Advent and Christmas Eve worship services with others.  Invite your 
family and friends to watch with you.  Once again, it is ok to interact during the service to say, 
“That was a terrible joke he told” or “That anthem meant a lot to me.” 

This will be a challenging season for us all.  It necessitates some creativity on our part.  But if we  
recognize our own feelings of loneliness, it can be the impetus for us to reach out to other lonely 
people to make it a better season for us all. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 

The staff is hard at work to make this an inspiring and memorable Advent and 
Christmas for our congregation and community.  We will be offering three 
worship services on Christmas Eve.  All will be held online and can be accessed 
on the church’s Facebook page.  The first is the 6:00 Family Service with a   
retelling of the Christmas story adapted for an online format.  The second   
service is our Jazz Service which will begin at 8:00 p.m.  Once again this year, 
we have a Jazz trio who will lead the music for this upbeat service.  And finally 
we will have our Lessons and Carols service at 11:00 p.m. featuring familiar 
hymns and readings as we retell the story of that holy night in Bethlehem.  
 

We could use your help in making the Christmas Eve services memorable.  We are asking that you 
send us a picture of you (or your family) with a lit candle.  We will be using these photos in the 
11:00 p.m. service.  You can email these photos to Rev. Boles at hboles@fumccolumbus.org.  Invite 
your extended family to do this as well!  

Thank you to all those who participated in Youth Sunday on November 
22nd!  We were able to  create a unique service to meet the needs of 
our time.  Keep working on your videography—that surely is a tool that 
we will continue to need as a congregation.  

Due to increasing cases of COVID-19, Youth Group will be meeting online via Zoom in December.  

Keep up with parent emails (email jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added) and check our          

Instagram (@fumcyouth) for scheduling updates. 

mailto:hboles@fumccolumbus.org
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Join us in December for Santa’s Workshop In a 
Box! Families can register at the following link 
(http://tiny.cc/Santa2020) for custom-made 
boxes to suit the age of the children in the  
family.  Each box will contain several crafts for 
each child in the household.  Box pick-up will 
occur during church office hours (9am to noon, 
Monday to Friday).  Sign ups will remain open 
as long as we have enough crafts to share.  We 
typically raise funds to support the Angel Tree 
program for Lincoln-Central during Santa’s 
Workshop and will continue to do so this year.  
Enjoy some family fun and help a family in 
need at the same time!  

Advent candle sets and daily devotionals available  
 

Even though Advent began on Sunday, November 29th you 
can still get a set of candles to light during the livestream 
service at home with us!  You may pick up candles and  
devotionals in the church office from 9am-noon, Monday 
to Friday, while supplies last.  Please contact the church 
office if you require delivery for advent candles or          
devotionals. 

Calling all families with kids ages 3 to 18--we 
need your help!  

Due to COVID-19, our popular Family      
Christmas service is going to be a VIRTUAL 
pageant.  That means we need all kinds of 
great talent to record pieces of the service 
from home.  How cool is that??  Email Jen at 
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to volunteer to 
play a role big or small.  ANYONE can do it!       
Because we are completing all the segments 
ahead of time, we will need to complete  
preparations earlier than usual to make sure 
we can edit everything well before Christmas 
Eve.  Help us make this unforgettable year 
even more memorable by making your mark 
forever in this virtual pageant!  

http://tiny.cc/Santa2020
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See the church website or redcrossblood.org 

for registration information.  Call the church 

office if you’d like to volunteer at the drive. 

December Book Club 

You saw him on television.  You recognize his gentle voice and those familiar 
cardigan sweaters.  Maxwell King’s book, “The Good Neighbor” will provide an 
even deeper knowledge of the cultural icon we know as Mr.   Rogers.  This book 
is our selection for the December book club with a discussion on Sunday,        
December 20th at 6:00 p.m.  We will hold this study via zoom.  All are welcome 
to participate.  Contact Rev. Boles for the zoom link.  

Many thanks to the FUMC congregation members 
and staff that have included me on your prayer list 
over the past few months since my fall and            
subsequent surgery.  Thanks too for the many cards, 
calls, and delicious food that was sent, and to the 
Prayer Shawl Group for my lovely shawl.  Bill and I 
greatly appreciate your generous outpouring of    
support and well wishes. 

Garlene Weisner 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Music Notes 

Fridays@First  

For the first time in history Fridays@First goes virtual with the 
presentation of our annual Christmas program on Friday,          
December 4, 2020 beginning at 7:00 p.m. on the First United 
Methodist Church of Columbus Facebook page. The program, “A 
Hometown Christmas” will include various sacred and secular 
favorites that are sure to get you in the holiday spirit.  Performers 
for the event include the Columbus Brass Quintet, Janie Gordon, 
Luke Major, Logan Rivera, Mary Claire King, Madeline Lego, our 

own organist Erik Matson and will emceed by Director of Music, Kevin Butler.  We hope you will 
sing along at home, enjoy a cup of hot cocoa and be filled with the inspiration of the season.  Mark 
your calendars now, set a reminder on your computer and phone and join us December 4, 2020 at 
7:00 pm EST for “A Hometown Christmas” our annual Fridays@First Advent/Christmas kick-off  
concert event.  Merry Christmas and see you on Facebook!  

In this not so normal holiday season the musicians 
at FUMC are doing everything we can to bring you 
our traditional music offerings for the season.  On 
Sunday, December 6th the Chancel Ringers will be 
providing seasonal music for the 10:00 am live 
stream and on Sunday, December 20 we will be 
presenting a special music service also during the 
live stream.  Also, during advent we will be singing 
two hymns during the 10:00 am service that we 
hope will fill you with the spirit of the season and 
allow you to celebrate the season in song with us.  
On Christmas Eve during the 11:00 pm live stream 
Lessons and Carols service, Jane Dutton will be 
sharing with us virtually her always inspiring     
rendition of “O Holy Night” and at 8:00 pm we will 
feature the talents of our returning jazz trio – Gary 
Walters, Thomas Brinkley & Cameron Bailey – with 
a little different take on the traditional music of 
the season.  It is our prayer that the music we 
share with you during this time will help you to 
find comfort, joy and strength in these troubled 
times.  Have a very Merry Christmas and we look 
forward to seeing you soon in 2021! 

Advent/Christmas 2020 



Learning Tree Preschool 

Mission News 

Unfortunately we won’t be having our children’s Christmas Program this year.  But look for a     
program from the kids later in the school year.  From all the staff at Learning Tree, we wish you 
and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas! 

Each fall FUMC assists in providing support for 
the annual Love Chapel Christmas Pantry and 
other missional programming.  This year Love 
Chapel will be doing the shopping for our    
donations for the Christmas Pantry.  A goal of 
$2500 has been set to cover our typical food 
donation (macaroni and cheese and canned 
fruit) and additional yearly donation (Food for 
Fish).  Please send checks to FUMC with Love 
Chapel in the memo line.  Thank you for your 
continued support of Love Chapel! 

To find the links to view the online wish lists 

for Turning Point, go to:  

turningpointdv.org/events 

https://www.turningpointdv.org/events


Miriam Circle 

Miriam Circle met on November 11th in the Blue Room. Assistant Leader, Karen Hinderliter, 
opened the meeting with prayer and a reading from “God’s Word for Today.”  Following dessert, 
Jen Riddle, Director of Youth and Family Development presented the program on her faith journey.  
A short business meeting was held before Karen Hinderliter closed with devotional from “The    
Recipe for a Happy Life.” 

Pack the Van for Just Friends 

Just Friends Adult Day Services needs your help!  It       
suspended in-person services for 11 weeks to protect the 
participants and reopened June 1 at half capacity.  The 
days are safe and fun again but expenses have risen.     
Donating items used every day will help defray costs and 
“Pack the Van”.   

We need paper towels, all sizes of Ziploc bags, coffee, 
crackers, dry erase markers, dishwasher tabs, lemonade mix, glue sticks and more.  A flyer with the 
full list is available.  Walmart and Amazon gift cards are also appreciated.  A collection box will be in 
outside the church office through Sunday, December 6.  A van will be located at Eastbrook Plaza on 
November 28 from 10 am to 4pm to collect donations, as well as at Menards and Mill Race on    
December 6 from 10 am to 4pm.  Questions can be directed to Marybeth Glick (812-371-6254).  
Thanks so much for your help and donations!   

I want to thank everyone and everything 
that helped to make the Cookie Walk a 
great success.  First, God’s watchful    
presence, all my committee members, the 
bakers, the workers, the media, our very 
own Spire, the buyers, and all the prayers.  
May you enjoy your sweet treats and 
we’ll see you next year! 
 

Sue Romine 

      Our Church Family 

Beckham Gregory Hale was born on November 23, 2020.  He is the great 

grandson of Betty Welch.  Congrats to the family! 

The church mourns the loss of JoAnn Hayworth. 





 OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE   

 COVID 19 STYLE                                                                                                                                    

Cherished Friends and Neighbors, 

 

It is hard to believe but, the holiday season is just around the corner.  Parents are already starting to worry about how they can 
make the holiday season special for themselves and their children.   

Many families, who were already struggling, have now been affected by COVID19 through the loss of jobs and, in some cases, 
their homes.  Parents who are worried about day to day living expenses are now having concerns that they will not be able to 
provide their families with the type of holiday season they deserve.  Many of these parents barely have the funds to pay 
monthly bills and still put food on the table let alone purchase gifts for their children. 

In the hopes of providing the families we serve with a beautiful holiday season, the elves at Turning Point have already begun 
making plans for OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE, COVID19 STYLE.  The “shopping” experience will be different but no less         
appreciated. 

Everything donated to our Holiday Store is FREE to the families we serve 

In 2019, through the generosity of churches, local businesses, and the people who live in the areas we serve, our Holiday Store 
provided a shopping experience that served 87 families.  There were 192 children who were able to laugh and celebrate when 
they found gifts under the tree.  Parents who feared having nothing to give were able to share this happy moment with their 
children 

This year, due to COVID19, we will not have a physical store for parents to shop.  Instead, we are asking our donors to utilize 
our “Wish Lists” on Walmart and Amazon websites.  Using the links provided below, you will be taken directly to the Turning 
Point Operation Holiday Store shopping list. 

 

www.walmart.com/lists/view-events-registry-items?id=667e074c-1190-4148-bc3e-3766dc143a40 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2QIC4MR0O1BHO/ref=nav_ 

 
This will provide you with a comprehensive list of items for children and adults.  Gift cards can also be purchased and are     
always extremely helpful as they can be utilized for making purchases of those extra special wishes or necessities such as food, 
gas and clothing. 

Since timing is everything, we hope that by letting you know about our OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE COVID19 STYLE  now,  we 
can encourage you to include Turning Point in your philanthropic plans as the giving season approaches. 

When shipping, we would appreciate it if you would have the items you purchase be delivered to our Administrative Offices by 
December 6.  This will allow our elves an opportunity to package the items and distribute to their clients prior to the 25 th.   The 
address to our administrative office is: 

 
Turning Point Domestic Violence Services       1531  13th Street         Columbus, IN 47201 

 
I am the contact person for our OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE COVID19 STYLE.  If you have any questions or would like additional 
information about our agency, please feel free to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 
Diane Hawes   

Administrative Assistant                                                                                                                  
812-379-5575  ext 201   Office  

dianehawes@turningpointdv.org 

http://www.walmart.com/lists/view-events-registry-items?id=667e074c-1190-4148-bc3e-3766dc143a40
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First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812.372.2851 
 

The Spire 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Howard E. Boles 
Associate Pastor, Sarah Campbell 
 
Business Administrator, Tammy Fields 
Director of Promotion & Communications, Hailey Hennessy 
Director of Music, J. Kevin Butler 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Jen Riddle 
Organist/11:00 Worship Coordinator, Erik Matson 
Director of Learning Tree Preschool, Sue Ellen Brown 
Associate Director of LTP Classroom Ministry, Gayle Kelley 
Associate Director of LTP Extended Care, Teresa Nickerson 
Administrative Assistant, Daron Thayer 
Facilities Manager, Paul McHone 
Custodian, Marcia Hornback 
Custodian, Roland Campfield 
 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Livestream via our Facebook page 

(@columbusfumc) Sunday mornings at 10:00 
a.m. (until further notice)  

 
Church Office hours: 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
(call the office and leave a message if you need 

to meet outside of church hours, and             
arrangements will be made)  

  
Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

