
Dear Friend,  

Advent is the liturgical season designed to help us prepare for Christmas.  The four weeks are filled 
with memorable hymns, the lighting of candles and decorations of our home, churches and      
communities.  Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, we want to help you get the most 
out of this inspiring season.  In the paragraphs that follow you will find some suggestions of ways 
you can make this Advent a memorable time. 

Worship at Advent is often marked by the lighting of the purple and pink candles during our        
services.  These candles point to the approaching light, the birth of Jesus among us.  But with most 
worship happening at home, how will we incorporate this meaningful aspect?  We have ordered 
sets of candles that you can use in your home.  You can pick up these candles beginning on Sunday, 
November 15th from 11 a.m. to noon or anytime that week during church office hours.  For all 
those watching services online, when we light the candles in the sanctuary, you will also be able to 
light them in your home! 

Another meaningful aspect is participating with others in learning opportunities.  During Advent, 
Pastor Sarah and I will be leading a weekly study every Sunday from 11 a.m. to noon.  Along with 
that, the church has ordered daily devotions that you can read on your own to help make this     
Advent a time to deepen your faith. 

What about Santa’s Workshop, the annual gathering where families can make crafts?  We have 
that covered as well.  Though we will not be able to meet in person, Pastor Jen is putting together a 
box of craft items that families can make in their own home.  You can read more about that in the 
Family Ministry section of this newsletter. 

Also in this newsletter, you can read about the musical and worship opportunities like                   
Fridays@First and the Blue Christmas service.  As long as circumstances permit, we will offer these 
services both in person and online so that everyone can participate.  The details for these events 
are in the pages that follow. 

Christmas Eve will offer the traditional three worship services.  The Family Service will be a 
livestream only option and will begin at 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve.  The Jazz Service will be both a 
livestream and in-person option at 8 p.m. and the Lessons and Carols service will be a livestream 
only service at 11 p.m.  You will hear more about these services as the dates approach, but we 
wanted to assure you that these services are all continuing this year. 

We wanted to share these details well in advance to help us make this Advent a truly holy season.  
Though things will look different this year, together we can make this a meaningful time for us all.   
 
Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Join the Remind text-based devotional group 
this month for 30 Days Thankful! We are     
taking a break from our daily walk through the 
Bible in order to center on Scriptures that lead 
us toward gratitude. If you’re not already          
receiving daily Reminds or want to update your 
contact info, follow this URL:           

https://www.remind.com/join/fumcdevo  
Or text @fumcdevo to 81010  

Join us in December for Santa’s Workshop In a 
Box! Families can register at the following link 
(http://tiny.cc/Santa2020) for custom-made 
boxes to suit the age of the children in the  
family.  Each box will contain several crafts for 
each child in the household.  Box pick-up will 
begin during the Sunday service on November 
29 and continue during church office hours the 
following week (9am to noon, Monday to     
Friday).  Sign ups will remain open as long as 
we have enough crafts to share.  We typically 
raise funds to support the Angel Tree program 
for Lincoln-Central during Santa’s Workshop 
and will continue to do so this year.  Enjoy 
some family fun and help a family in need at 
the same time!  

Calling all families with kids ages 3 to 18--we need your help!  
Due to COVID-19, our popular Family Christmas service is    
going to be a VIRTUAL pageant. That means we need all kinds 
of great talent to record pieces of the service from home. How 
cool is that?? Email Jen at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to      
volunteer to play a role big or small.  ANYONE can do it!       
Because we are completing all the segments ahead of time, we 
will need to complete preparations earlier than usual to make 
sure we can edit everything well before Christmas Eve.  Help 

us make this unforgettable year even more memorable by making your mark forever in this virtual 
pageant!  

https://www.remind.com/join/fumcdevo
http://tiny.cc/Santa2020
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org


Youth Group has resumed meeting indoors as 
of October.  We will continue to wear masks 
and socially-distance as we meet together. Join 
us on Sundays at 5pm in the Youth Room! 
Meetings this month are vital as we practice 
for and record pieces for Youth Sunday.  

Student Leadership Academy (SLA) is an annual event in the fall,        
typically held at UIndy.  Due to the pandemic, it won’t be happening in 
person, but it is STILL HAPPENING on Saturday, November 14!  High 
school students (grades 9-12) from all over Indiana are invited to this 
empowering event that emphasizes God’s calling in his or her life both 
now and in any future vocation.  This year the event focuses on Unity, 
Stories, Calling, and Justice.  There is no cost for the event, but students 
must register and do so ASAP!  (Follow this link: http://tiny.cc/SLA2020).  
Jen will be attending the sessions and is interested in having FUMC as a 

central location where we can get online together and learn alongside each other for the morning 
sessions.  

Join us November 22nd for Youth Sunday!  We 
will be participating in the service in-person at 
8:30am and via livestream at 10:00am.  We are 
focusing on Ephesians 4:25-5:2 and Matthew 
5:38-48.   
We need all members of the 7th-12th grade 
youth to participate in readings, prayers, short 
sermon videos, and other video segments of 
the service.  All talents are welcome! Make 
sure to watch GroupMe and parent emails for 
more info about how to participate by video or 
in a group setting.   
 

http://tiny.cc/SLA2020


Advent Candle Sets and Daily Devotionals Available November 15th 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 29th.  FUMC is gifting 
all households with a set of votive advent candles to help 
celebrate the season together.  When we light our candles 
during the livestream service you can light them at home 
with us!  You may pick up your candle set and the          
devotional of your choice (family advent calendar or adult 
daily devotional) during the 8:30am worship service on 
November 15th or at a drive-thru pick-up from 11am-noon 
that day.  Candles and devotionals will also be available in 

the church office from 9am-noon, Monday to Friday, while supplies last.  Please contact the church 
office if you require delivery for advent candles or devotionals. 

All Saints Sunday 

Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Sunday, when we    
remember the saints who planted and nurtured the 
seeds of faith within us.  As the first Sunday of the 
month, we want to encourage you to have your      
communion elements ready (or come by the church 
office to pick up pre-packaged wafers and juice.)  We 
also encourage you to have a candle available to light 
during the time of remembrance.  This might be a 
meaningful way to recall your friends and loved ones 
who have died. 

Poinsettias for Sale 

The Girl Scouts are selling poinsettias.  It is $15 for the 
white, pink, marble, red, or ice crystal, and $20 for the red 
and white glitter or the blue poinsettias.  Order forms are 
available in the church office.  Money and order forms are 
due by Wednesday, November 18, and pickup will be 
Monday, November 30 from 3:00-7:30 pm, or Tuesday, 
December 1 from 5:30-7:30 pm at the church. 

We are currently      
involved in our 
pledge drive for the 
2021 budget.  If 
you have not yet 
made a pledge, you 
can mail your 
pledge card to the 

church or call the Business          
Administrator, Tammy Fields, to 
provide this information.  Your 
pledge is essential for the            
important ministries at First UMC! 

Celebrating 200 Years 





See the church website or redcrossblood.org 

for registration information.  Call the church 

office if you’d like to volunteer at the drive. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/


The annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday, November 17th via zoom.  Our District   
Superintendent, Rev. Russ Abel will be leading this event.  To help facilitate the conference, we 
invite you to attend in person in the church sanctuary.  This meeting is open to everyone and    
begins at 7:00 p.m.  

United Methodist Women 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on October 21st with Karen Hinderliter as hostess. 
Following dessert, Assistant Leader Karen Hinderliter opened the meeting with a reading from 
Mornings With Jesus.  Jennie Lutes presented the program opening with women of biblical times 
who were seamstresses and told about the cloth and needles they used.  She closed with scripture 
from Luke chapter eight.  The next meeting will be November 11th at 1:00 pm in the Blue Room.  

November Book Club 
 
Ta-Nehisi Coates brings the compelling story of a slave’s journey to     
freedom to the pages of his novel, “The Water Dancer.”  This is our       
selection for the November book club which meets on November 15th at 
6:00 p.m. via zoom.  A copy of the book is available in the church library 
or can be purchased at a discounted price at Viewpoint.  If you would like 
to participate in the discussion, please contact Rev. Boles for the zoom 
invitation. 

The final book club of the year will be on December 20, 2020, and we will 
be reading “The Good Neighbor” by Maxwell King. 



Music Notes 

Fridays@First Returns! 

To kick-off the Holiday season, Fridays@First will return.  Mark 
your calendars for Friday, December 4 at 7:30 p.m. as the sounds 
of Advent and Christmas will fill the sanctuary and all your        
devices as we present “A Hometown Holiday.”  This live in-person 
event will also be streamed so that you have the option of joining 
us in person or watching it from the warmth and comfort of your 
own home.  With us live in the sanctuary will be the Columbus 
Brass Quintet and our own organist Erik Matson while we will be 

joined through the wonders of video by several area singers and some surprise guests.  We invite 
you to enjoy the music of the season and to sing cheerfully and joyously with some traditional    
carols.  If you plan to attend the concert in person we ask you to wear a mask (appropriately      
decorated for the season if possible) and social distance while those of you at home can snuggle up 
with your loved ones as we hope to put you in a holiday mood and in the spirit of the season. 

If you plan to attend in person we ask that you call the church office and let us know how many will 
be attending with you.  We need to know in advance so that we can plan appropriately for seating.  
If you have questions please contact Kevin Butler.  We look forward to sharing the music of the 
season with you! 

The holidays can be a very difficult time for many of us.  As others are joyfully celebrating, many 
are grieving the loss of friends and loved ones, suffering illness and fatigue, struggling with the 
effects of the pandemic, and experiencing extreme loneliness.  We want to be there for you and 
offer you this special opportunity to reflect and be supported through this difficult time.  On    
Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary we will share in a special service of                  
remembrance and reflection through music, words of comfort and shared acts of compassion.  We 
invite you and all members of our community including those not associated with our church or 
any church to join us for this unique service experience.  Though intended particularly for those 
who are suffering we encourage anyone to attend as you will be touched by the shared experience 
which in turn may help you to help someone who is experiencing the less joyous side of the       
season.  Feel free to contact any staff member if you have questions.  We hope you will join us for 
this evening of reflection with the promise of strength and comfort. 



Learning Tree Preschool 

Learning Tree is continuing to plug 
along, and the children and staff are 
settling in to the new routine.  A few 
families joined after Fall Break, and 
the children are learning and having 
fun, working on various crafts and 
projects. 



Mission News 

Love Chapel 

Each fall FUMC assists in providing support for the annual Love 
Chapel Christmas Pantry and other missional programming.  This 
year Love Chapel will be doing the shopping for our donations for 
the Christmas Pantry.  A goal of $2500 has been set to cover our 
typical food donation (macaroni and cheese and canned fruit) 
and additional yearly donation (Food for Fish).  Please send 
checks to FUMC with Love Chapel in the memo line.  Thank you 
for your continued support of Love Chapel! 

October Book Club 

Feeding the Hungry 

During the COVID crisis, Gleaners Food Bank (that allows us to buy food for hot meals at very deep 
discounts) has been hosting a monthly food drive at the airport the 2nd Wednesday each 
month.  September will be the last month that the National Guard will be available to assist.    
Without the National Guard a lot of help will be needed going forward.  If you would like to         
volunteer on any of the remaining dates (November 11, & December 9) please contact Darlene 
Bricker at Bricker5@comcast.net or Becky Voelz at bvoelz@gleaners.org.  Each month food is 
handed out to 600 families and your time will be greatly appreciated! 

Cookie Walk 

It’s happening!  The Cookie “Walk” will take place this year!  We will 
have the “walk” on November 21 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  It will just 
be a little different.  A variety of cookies will be pre-boxed in one 
pound containers for $7.00 and the candy will be in 1/2 pound     
containers for $5.00.  On the day of the walk, come to the Lafayette 
Street door and tell us how many items you would like.  Bring your 
cash to pay, and while paying your order will be bagged and ready to 
hand to you.   

Start getting those favorite cookie recipes ready and start baking.  
Don’t forget to call the church office 812-372-2851, Sharon Zeigler 
812-350-5610, or Sue Romine 317-501-6394 with your donations.  It 
does help us to plan for that day.  Remember the proceeds from this 
fundraiser go to the missions of the United Methodist Women.   
Happy Baking! 

The Mountain Mission truck will be coming through Columbus on         
November 10th.  If you have items to donate, you can bring them to the 
church office prior to that date.  Among the greatest needs right now are 
men’s and children’s winter clothing, pots and pans and furniture. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
mailto:Bricker5@comcast.net
mailto:bvoelz@gleaners.org


 OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE   

 COVID 19 STYLE                                                                                                                                    

Cherished Friends and Neighbors, 

 

It is hard to believe but, the holiday season is just around the corner.  Parents are already starting to worry about how they can 
make the holiday season special for themselves and their children.   

Many families, who were already struggling, have now been affected by COVID19 through the loss of jobs and, in some cases, 
their homes.  Parents who are worried about day to day living expenses are now having concerns that they will not be able to 
provide their families with the type of holiday season they deserve.  Many of these parents barely have the funds to pay 
monthly bills and still put food on the table let alone purchase gifts for their children. 

In the hopes of providing the families we serve with a beautiful holiday season, the elves at Turning Point have     already begun 
making plans for OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE, COVID19 STYLE.  The “shopping” experience will be different but no less appreci-
ated. 

Everything donated to our Holiday Store is FREE to the families we serve 

In 2019, through the generosity of churches, local businesses, and the people who live in the areas we serve, our Holiday Store 
provided a shopping experience that served 87 families.  There were 192 children who were able to laugh and celebrate when 
they found gifts under the tree.  Parents who feared having nothing to give were able to share this happy moment with their 
children 

This year, due to COVID19, we will not have a physical store for parents to shop.  Instead, we are asking our donors to utilize 
our “Wish Lists” on Walmart and Amazon websites.  Using the links provided below, you will be taken      directly to the Turning 
Point Operation Holiday Store shopping list. 

 

www.walmart.com/lists/view-events-registry-items?id=667e074c-1190-4148-bc3e-3766dc143a40 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2QIC4MR0O1BHO/ref=nav_ 

 
This will provide you with a comprehensive list of items for children and adults.  Gift cards can also be purchased and are al-
ways extremely helpful as they can be utilized for making purchases of those extra special wishes or            necessities such as 
food, gas and clothing. 

Since timing is everything, we hope that by letting you know about our OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE COVID19 STYLE  now,  we 
can encourage you to include Turning Point in your philanthropic plans as the giving season      approaches. 

When shipping, we would appreciate it if you would have the items you purchase be delivered to our Administrative Offices by 
December 6.  This will allow our elves an opportunity to package the items and distribute to their clients prior to the 25 th.   The 
address to our administrative office is: 

 
Turning Point Domestic Violence Services       1531  13th Street         Columbus, IN 47201 

 
I am the contact person for our OPERATION HOLIDAY STORE COVID19 STYLE.  If you have any questions or would like additional 
information about our agency, please feel free to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 
Diane Hawes   

Administrative Assistant                                                                                                                  
812-379-5575  ext 201   Office  

dianehawes@turningpointdv.org 

http://www.walmart.com/lists/view-events-registry-items?id=667e074c-1190-4148-bc3e-3766dc143a40
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2QIC4MR0O1BHO/ref=nav_
mailto:dianehawes@turningpointdv.org
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. (in person) 

Livestream via our Facebook page 
(@columbusfumc) Sunday mornings at 10:00 

a.m. (until further notice)  
 

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

(call the office and leave a message if you need 
to meet outside of church hours, and             

arrangements will be made)  
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

