
Dear Friend,  

For most of my life, I have participated in the blood drives of my community.  As a high school    
student, there were opportunities to donate in class.  Various churches have held blood drives and 
I have rolled up my sleeves to participate.  On many occasions, the nurses would comment that I 
would be a great candidate to donate platelets.  This is a more extensive process.  Blood donation 
is fairly quick, in and out within a half hour.  Platelet donations can take two hours.   

I didn’t know much about platelet donations or how they are used.  I have come to understand 
that platelets are essential in the treatment of cancer patients, those fighting chronic diseases and 
organ donors.  Each donation can help up to three people in their time of need.  Several years ago, 
I made the decision to switch from whole blood donations to platelets.  Every two weeks on     
Monday afternoons, you can find me at the bus parked near the hospital for this process.  I bring a 
good book while the machines do their work.  At some point, I pause to pray for the unknown    
recipients who will receive these platelets in the hope that my gift may provide the hope they need 
to continue their battle. 

That is reason enough for me to take the time to donate.  Occasionally, I get a free t-shirt and there 
is always a soda and abundant snacks afterwards.  But the real reason is the personal satisfaction 
donating gives me. 

There will be an opportunity to participate in a blood drive here at First UMC in October.  We hope 
that this will be the first in an ongoing relationship with the Red Cross.  But our opportunities to 
give far exceed blood donations.  The nature of stewardship is to invite us to consider the gifts we 
have to share and offer them in service to others.  The gift of our talents is one such option.  When 
we sing or play an instrument or cook a meal for a family in crisis, these are stewardship moments.  
When we give our time…volunteering to help with Hot Meals, delivering lunches to neighborhood 
children, taking the time to call or write to offer a cheerful message to someone, these are       
stewardship moments.  When we share our financial gifts…our monetary pledge to the church, 
special offerings for the Indiana Children’s Home or donations to charities that we value, these are 
stewardship moments. 

Our reasons for giving our time, talents, service and monetary gifts are many and varied.  We give 
because we value the work of the organizations.  We give because we appreciate the impact our 
gifts make.  We give because we were asked.  These and many other good reasons compel our 
stewardship commitments.  But I also think of the good feeling I have after a successful platelet 
donation, knowing that my gift benefits people I will never meet.  I return to my car with a feeling 
of satisfaction knowing that I have made a difference.  It just makes me feel good to give, and that 
too is a good reason to give. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Youth & Family News 

Parents, Grandparents, and Caregivers of all kinds: Don’t miss out on an excellent program to help 
you share your faith with the kids in your life!  Make Meal Time Family Time is a straight-forward 
program to encourage faith conversations at meals and in the car.   

Sign up here https://forms.gle/WAdQkMeqxJSvxFtt7 to learn more. 

Youth News 

The youth are continuing to meet on Sundays 
at Donner Park at 5pm.  We will not be meeting 
on October 11 due to Fall Break.  Some slight 
changes may occur related to our meeting time 
and location during October.  To keep up-to-
date with youth news, email Jen at                 
jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added to the 
GroupMe text thread. 

Family Ministry News 

Keep your eyes open for a possible fall           
celebration coming this month. Make sure 
you’re receiving the Friday Family Ministry 
Emails and following the FUMC Family Ministry 
Facebook page (@fumcfamily) for details! 

https://forms.gle/WAdQkMeqxJSvxFtt7
mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org






Volunteers for the Blood Drive are     
needed.  Contact Pastor Sarah to sign up. 

Our pets are important parts of our families.  They are a source of love and comfort to our 
lives.  On Saturday, October 3, First UMC will be offering a Blessing of the Animals in the green 
space north of the church.  You can bring your beloved pet to receive a blessing.  Activities begin 
at 10:00 a.m.  Be sure to share this with your friends and neighbors.   





Music Notes 

Musical Moment 

Each Thursday the music staff at FUMC posts information on our Facebook page about the music to 
be included in the following Sunday worship service.  This includes information about the hymns 
and songs, the prelude and postlude and information about our special musicians and the music 
they will be sharing with us.  We hope you will take the opportunity to read this information for a 
little more background into the music presented in worship at FUMC. 

United Methodist Women 

Miriam Circle 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on September 16th.  Leader Cynthia Stephenson began the 
meeting with a reading of “Hope” by Billy Graham.  Following dessert the business meeting was 
called to order.  Program planning for Miriam Circle for 2021 was completed.  The October and   
November meetings will be held in the Blue Room at 1:00 pm.  An invitation is extended to women 
to join Miriam Circle and UMW.  Leader Stephenson closed the meeting reading “Hugs,” a Daily   
Inspiration for Women. 

A word of appreciation and thanks to the people who shared their musical gifts with us during the 
month of September: 

         8:30 – In Person service by video: 
   September 13:  Madeline Coffey 
   September 20:  Eddie Mony 
   September 27:  Sam Mathis 

         10:00 – Live Stream Service: 
   September 6 – Imara Miles 
   September 13 – Section Leader Quartet: 
  Madeline, Imara, Eddie & Sam 
   September 20 – Section Leader Quartet 

FUMC Tech Team Needs You! 

As most of you know by now, FUMC is live streaming the 10:00 am worship on Facebook.  This   
began because we basically had to in order to continue to get our message out and to reach the 
members of our congregation during the pandemic.  In spite of the many difficulties we               
encountered, this new ministry has become a great success.  In order for us to continue this     
ministry and to see it grow and to improve its outreach, we need your help.  You don’t need to be 
an audio engineer, computer specialist or tech genius. You don’t have to commit to being at     
worship every Sunday.  In fact, if you use power point for work, can use your cell phone, adjust the 
volume on your TV or any device, you can work on the tech team!  All you need is a willingness to 
listen and be guided and to help us get better.  Right now we are a small group and we need to  
expand.  Would you consider helping us?  If you are interested, please talk to Tom Bailey, Steve 
Hood, Randy Witwer or Kevin Butler. 



 

A personal “note” 

As a young boy growing up who was not particularly athletically gifted, singing became for me an   
outlet that allowed me to shine and to connect with the world around me.  Singing in church and  
singing sacred music played an extremely important role in my development as a musician and a    
person.  The first solo I ever sang in public was “Jesus Loves Me” and most of my early solo singing 
opportunities came in worship services.  I soon discovered the joy of singing with others and choir  
became an integral part of my musical growth.  I also learned to play bells which only added to the 
importance of sacred music in my young life.  For me, music in church is essential to my being and 
without it I feel very, very empty.  I know many of you feel the same way. 

However, everything that I have read, continue to research and everyone I talk to whose opinions I 
value, stress the dangers of singing, talking and being in very close proximity during this pandemic.  
All of which are essential to successful ensemble work.  Along with those facts are that so many of 
us  involved in music making at FUMC are in age groups and with health conditions that make us 
high risk for contagion.  We are doing everything we can to keep music in our worship and in our 
service here at FUMC while proceeding cautiously, with our focus being on concern for the health 
and continued wellness of those around us. 

In a recent email from The Fellowship – an organization for musicians in the United Methodist 
Church – Rev. Patti Wise from Batestown/Union Corner UMC in Danville, IL writes, “Since       
COVID-19, our organist and I are playing the hymns on Sunday morning, the words are projected 
on the screen, but we do not sing.  My inner soul wants to shout out, ‘I want to sing!’  Yet I am   
reminded how the psalmist concludes his psalm about how God has a plan for all things by noting 
that after their suffering God brought the people of Israel out of Egypt with great wealth {Psalm 
105:44).  God led them through the desert to the land he had promised them so that they could 
worship him and follow his commands.  God will do likewise for us.  Our voices will once again 
unite.  We will sing again when the time is right, when COVID-19 is behind us.  Until then, may our 
singing come from the depth of our hearts, knowing that God hears what mortals cannot.”  

I miss singing with you all in worship.  I miss doing all the musical things we do here at FUMC.  I 
miss being with you in rehearsals and sharing with you the wonders of the music that God has   
given us and shared with us through the hands of God’s human creations.  As we slowly,             
cautiously, and conscientiously bring music back into worship and into the daily activities of FUMC, 
please pray that we do so with God’s blessing and God’s guidance.  To paraphrase a poem that was 
found written on the walls of a basement in Germany after World War II: 

 “I believe in the sun even when it is not shining. 
 I believe in love even when feeling it not. 
 I Believe in God even when God is silent.” 
 And I know God hears them even when our songs are sung in silence! 

       J. Kevin Butler 



Learning Tree Preschool 

Learning Tree is back in session!  We are excited to be in 
school!   Flexibility and  Creativity are key words this year with 
the staff and children at Learning Tree this year.  80 students 
and 20 staff started the year together.  New drop off and pick 
up procedures, taking temperatures and masks are all a new 
part of our days.  Children are enjoying making new friends, 
playing and learning.   Thank you to everyone for your prayers 
for a great year! 



Mission News 

Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home 

In August we were blessed to have Susan Bennett from the Indiana 
United Methodist Children’s Home provide a mission moment.  She 
spoke about the ongoing ministry of the Children’s Home during the 
pandemic.  Susan presented our congregation with a letter of        
appreciation for our support which spans more than 40 years!  The 
Children’s Home plans to dedicate a counseling room in memory of 
FUMC member Martha Smock and will be inviting our congregation 
to join in this celebration.  As part of our ongoing relationship, we 
invited members to make a financial contribution and we are 
pleased to share that more than $1500 has been received to date!  
Thanks for your generosity and the prayerful ways you support this  
important mission. 

October Book Club 

The selection for the October Book Club is “Finding Dorothy” by Elizabeth 
Letts.  Though a work of fiction, this novel is based closely on the lives of Frank 
and Maud Baum as Frank’s novel is adapted to the cinematic classic, “The  
Wizard of Oz.”  Join us for the discussion on Sunday, October 18th at 6:00 p.m. 
via zoom.  A copy of the book is available in the church library or can be      
purchased at a discount at   Viewpoint Bookstore.  If you would like the zoom 
link, please call or email Rev. Boles. 

Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through the rest of 
2020 

Yes!  It Is Happening—the 2020 Cookie Walk Pickup 

Due to COVID-19, Cookie Walk will look a little different.  People will be able 
to pickup 1-pound boxes of assorted cookies on Saturday, November 21 
from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  You can make your donations by calling the 
church office 812-372-2851, Sharon Zeigler 812-350-5610, or Sue Romine 
317-501-6394. 

Feeding the Hungry 

During the COVID crisis, Gleaners Food Bank (that allows us to buy food for hot meals at very deep 
discounts) has been hosting a monthly food drive at the airport the 2nd Wednesday each 
month.  September will be the last month that the National Guard will be available to assist.    
Without the National Guard a lot of help will be needed going forward.  If you would like to         
volunteer on any of the remaining dates (October 14, November 11, & December 9) please       
contact Darlene Bricker at Bricker5@comcast.net or Becky Voelz at bvoelz@gleaners.org.  Each 
month food is handed out to 600 families and your time will be greatly appreciated! 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
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