
Dear Friend,  

I was visiting a parishioner in a nursing home.  We had a pleasant conversation and then I asked if 
she would like to have communion.  I had brought a little box that contains a plastic bottle for the 
juice and a container for the bread.  When she agreed, I told her that it would just take me a       
moment to set everything up.  I began to pour the juice into the individual cups and set up the 
bread for communion. 

But while I was doing this, she got up and began to prepare her end table.  I watched as she         
removed everything from the table and then left to get a white linen to cover it.  She placed a     
candle on top and went in search for some matches to light the candle.  When she returned, I     
mistakenly thought we were ready, but she was still working.  She departed once again into the 
kitchen, returning several minutes later with a vase and some nicely arranged flowers.  Even 
though it was just the two of us, she wanted everything to be just right.  In her own way, she had         
transformed her side table into an altar.  We were now ready for the sacrament. 

I think her actions came to mind for two reasons.  For one, I have been thinking about our home 
worship spaces.  When we come to church, we expect it to be ready for worship.  The paraments 
will be in place with the proper liturgical colors.  There will be banners and flowers and candles to 
remind us that that space is sacred.  There will be the beauty of the stained-glass windows.  All 
these things are designed to focus our minds to the presence of God in this holy space and to     
remind us that we have entered a special place. 

It is good to have those designated sacred spaces in our lives.  But one of the benefits we may be 
experiencing today is the recognition that all places are holy.  Our homes are holy places.  God is 
there.  To worship from the comfort of our couches or patios or kitchen tables enables us to        
recognize these places as equally holy.  Yes, we still miss church and we look forward to the day 
when we can return to the stained-glass windows, our familiar pews, the banners and liturgical 
symbols of our shared worship space.  But in the meantime, I want to encourage you to take a few 
moments (Saturday night or Sunday morning) to prepare your space for worship.  What would 
make this space special for you?  Is there a cross and candle you can place there?  Are there photos 
of loved ones (living and deceased) you could place there as a reminder of their presence with 
you?  What about objects of beauty…a painting, an object that has importance to you, a reminder 
of a special moment?  Take the time to prepare your worship space in the way that makes it   
meaningful to you.  Week to week, you can change things around, add new objects, identify things 
to bring into your sacred space. 

Moses was just walking in the wilderness when he heard the voice of God say, “You are standing 
on holy ground.”  He had no idea that this was holy ground.  And I believe this is true for us today. 
With the changes in worship, we are being reminded that our homes are sacred spaces.  God 
meets us there just as surely as God spoke to Moses in the wilderness. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 
 



Drive Thru Blessing 

We were able to share God’s love and hope during our Back to School Drive Thru Blessing on      
August 9th. Folks from the community and our FUMC family alike came to receive a word of     
blessing and an encouraging backpack tag. It was a fun new tradition that we may continue next 
year! If you have a friend or family member that might like a backpack tag, contact Jen Riddle 
(jriddle@fumccolumbus.org) or Daron Thayer in the church office. We have extras to share! 

Youth & Family News 

Intergenerational Pen Pals 

Are you interested in staying connected with other folks from FUMC? We are looking for pen pals 
of all ages to help us build our bonds of community even when we're physically separated from 
one another. Call the church office or contact Jen Riddle (jriddle@fumccolumbus.org) if you're   
interested in participating!  
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Youth News 

Our Youth Group has been meeting almost weekly over the summer.  We’ve been enjoying time 
together, supporting and encouraging one another, and having fun!  Our kick-off party for the new 
school year was held on August 23rd at Donner Park.  The youth enjoyed fierce competition in the 
Ultimate Outdoor Olympics, though our final round of play was cut off by a fierce thunderstorm!  
Everyone was safe, but Jen got soaked putting the final items in the cars.  We will determine the 
final winner of the special prize at the next youth meeting.   

We plan to continue to meet outside on Sundays at 5pm with social distancing at Donner while the 
weather continues to cooperate.  All youth in 7th to 12th grades are invited. Make sure to wear a 
mask and bring something to sit on! Contact Jen Riddle at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to get added 
to the student GroupMe message group to get timely updates. 
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Volunteers for the Blood Drive are     
needed.  Contact Pastor Sarah to sign up. 





Learning Tree Preschool 

The official opening date for Learning Tree Preschool is       
Tuesday, September 8th.  Due to Covid-19, there will be       
updates and changes to the day-to-day business of the         
preschool.  The staff has been working diligently over the past 
several weeks to come up with the best ways to serve the    
children of the school, while keeping them (and the teachers) 
healthy and safe.  We will keep you informed as best we can 
with updates and information as they come in.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, contact Sue Ellen at 812-378-2825 or 
sebrown@fumccolumbus.org.  Thank you! 

Sidewalk Pick-up 

You’ve probably noticed that the bushes and shrubbery have 

been removed from along the eastern wall of the church (near 

the kitchen and preschool areas).  The plan, which has been in 

the works for a while, is to add a sidewalk along the wall for the    

preschool.  This way there will be a safe, designated walkway for 

parents to pick up their children from Learning Tree without   

having to walk out into the parking lot.  It will be for the safety of 

the parents and children involved in Learning Tree Preschool. 
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Mission News 

Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home 

First UMC has directly supported the work of the Indiana 
United Methodist Children’s Home for more than 40 years.  
At times we have collected school supplies, Christmas gifts 
and made financial donations to support their work.  The 
home was originally for orphaned children but has evolved 
into a comprehensive care facility for a variety of needs.  
The Missions Committee is inviting our church to continue 
our ministry to these children through monetary gifts which 
will be forwarded directly to the Children’s Home.  You can 
send your check to the church and designate that it is for 
the Children’s Home in the memo line.   
 

Smorgasbord 

After much thought and consideration, the decision has been made to cancel Smorgasbord.  We 
had hoped to be able to postpone it until sometime in the fall, but with the current pandemic     
situation, it just wasn’t feasible.  If you have any questions or concerns contact the Smorgasbord 
Chairs, Leighton and Sheila Turner at turnto10@aol.com.  
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United Methodist Women 

UMW Board Meeting 

On September 2, 2020, the UMW board will meet in the Blue Room at 10:00 am.  We have several 
decisions to make and need the board members present.  Sue Romine, Cookie Walk chair, will be 
at this meeting so we can discuss if the Cookie Walk can be held and how we can hold it and be 
safe.  Please let Jeri Ahlbrand, 812-379-9204, know if you will not be able to attend.   

Opportunities for Giving 

This year is very unique and we have not had out normal meetings.  Two concerns have come to 
the attention of the UMW.  This pandemic has affected our pledge to the district.  If you have     
always given a pledge or just even given money to the unit you can help us this year by sending 
your pledge to Cynthia Stephenson at 6010 N. U.S. Hwy 31, Columbus, IN 47201.  The second   
concern is the air conditioning at Lucille Raines Residence.  We support this mission and have in the 
past done a "band-aid" fix.  That is no longer possible.  We need to replace the system.  This year 
has been hard on everyone but especially those who live at Lucille Raines.  They were some of the 
first to lose their jobs at the beginning of the pandemic.  If there is any way you could send some 
money to  Lucille Raines to help with this expense, please send it to Cynthia as well.  Please mark 
your check in the memo line as to how the money should be used, either pledge or Lucille 
Raines.  Remember these residents are recovering from alcohol or substance abuse; they don't 
need to feel abuse in other ways as well.   They have worked hard to turn their lives around.  



Music Notes 

Musical Moment 

Each Thursday the music staff at FUMC posts information on our Facebook page about the music to 
be included in the following Sunday worship service.  This includes information about the hymns 
and songs, Erik’s prelude and postlude and information about our special musicians and the music 
they will be sharing with us.  We hope you will take the opportunity to read this information for a 
little more background into the music presented in worship at FUMC. 

A word of appreciation and thanks to the people who shared 
their musical gifts with us during the month of August: 

August 2 – Jazz Trio composed of:  Gary Walters, Piano – Thomas 
Brinkley, Bass – Cameron Bailey, Drums 

 August 9 – Luke Major 

 August 16 – Cristina Eckert 

 August 23 – Annaka Grismer 

             August 30 – The Gambrels 

Moving Forward 

As we continue in this worship format due to the pandemic we will be using a variety of musical 
contributions to our services over the next few weeks.  We are working diligently to be safe, stay 
healthy and “to do no harm”.  We ask for your patience and support as we strive to make worship 
meaningful and moving, spiritual and inspirational and to keep you in the congregation as engaged 
as possible under these circumstances.  Your prayers for our success are greatly appreciated. 

September Book Club 

Twelve-year old Edward Adler boards a plane with his family and 183 
other passengers headed to Los Angeles.  Along the way, the plane 
crashes and Edward is the sole survivor.  So begins Ann Napolitano’s  
novel, “Dear Edward” which is the September selection for the church 
book club.  This novel explores issues of grief and recovery, hope and 
endurance.  Please join us on September 20th at 6:00 p.m. as we discuss 
this novel via Zoom.  To obtain the link to participate, please call or email 
Rev. Boles. 
 
Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through the 
rest of 2020 

October 18: Finding Dorothy by Elizabeth Letts 
November 22: The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

December 20: The Good Neighbor by Maxwell King 
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  Our Church Family 

 

           The church mourns the loss of Wally Cantrell. 
 

 

Face Masks Needed 

We need your help!  We are hoping to provide fabric masks to hot meal 
participants in the coming weeks.  Please drop off donations at the 
church office.  It would be helpful to label small, medium, large or child.  

Church News 

Conversations on Race 

Our Conference Superintendent, Rev. Russ Abel, will be leading conversations on race beginning in 
September.  These sessions will be 75-90 minutes in length and will be held on September 13, 27, 
October 11, 26 and November 8 and 23.  The conversations will be based upon readings from the 
1619 Project which can be downloaded ahead of time.  If you would like to participate, please 
email the district Administrative Assistant at southeast.district@inumc.org.   

Support First Church by shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Same exact 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
price to our church. 

Here’s How You Can Participate, In Support of Love Chapel: 

1.) Register and walk/run your own virtual 5K race.  Your $25 registration includes a 2020 5K shirt 
(when registration received by Sept. 8) and helps our continued support of Love Chapel.   

2.) Make a donation to Love Chapel through the SEEDS of Love 5K. 

3.) Make a food donation (dried goods*) to Love Chapel on the day of the event.  On Sept. 19, we 
will accept donations at the FBC Circle Drive from 9 a.m.—1 p.m. and also pick up donations along 
the route.  (*Dried goods=cereal, boxed meals & food, paper goods.  Love Chapel has an          
abundance of canned goods at present)  

For more information, including registering and donating online, visit: 
https://firstbaptistcolumbus.org/missions/seeds-of-love-5k/  
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