
Dear Friend,  

Early in the pandemic, I made a comment that there weren’t many resources to guide us in these 
unusual times.  It is true that our present circumstances are unique and lacking in reading materials 
specifically designed for pandemics.  But, I have also found that some of the tried and true          
resources have offered me helpful insights. 

I re-read some books on handling grief, particularly Dan Moseley’s book “Living with Loss” and 
while he never uses the word pandemic throughout the book, his words are helpful even in these 
unique times.  We have all suffered losses.  Our ways of relating to one another have drastically 
changed.  So many things that we enjoy have been cancelled due to appropriate fears of          
transmitting the virus.  These are all losses.  These are things we grieve.  Understanding our sorrow 
and loss is an important step in caring for ourselves and those around us. 

I read J. Ryan Stradal’s novel, “Kitchens of the Great Midwest.”  It is about relationships and     
cooking, not about pandemics or coping with difficult times.  But in that fictional book, I saw how 
every moment of the lead character’s life contributed to who she would become, like the            
ingredients in a recipe.  Reflecting upon this, I wondered what things we are learning now will   
contribute to who we become in the years ahead.  What lessons do we want to learn?  What do we 
want to carry forward?  The book offered much to reflect upon. 

I have been reading many of the recommended resources related to equality and race relations.  In 
particular, I found Ibram Kendi’s book, “How to Be an Antiracist” very thought-provoking and      
insightful.  These books have taught me a lot about topics I thought I already understood.  They  
reminded me that I still have much to learn.  Although dealing with racism, this book and those like 
it, reminded me amid the pandemic that we are lifelong learners.  We never have it all figured out 
and we must engage in the difficult work of listening, learning, evaluating, challenging ourselves, 
wresting with important topics with an eye to becoming something new.  Oh, how the pandemic 
has forced us to learn new skills.  That necessity forced upon us by the pandemic is also true in all 
aspects of life.   

Even in my devotional reading, I was reading the psalms and came across the verse in Psalm 139 
that asks where one can go to hide from God.  The psalmist speculates on several possibilities but 
concludes, “even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast.”  This verse 
has nothing to do with coronavirus, but in times of uncertainty, frustration, deep longing, the 
words enfold me with a holy love that says God is present, even in these unusual times.   

The time is likely near when there will be a lot of books related to pandemics.  There may even be 
enough to dedicate a whole section in the library and book stores to this topic.  But if we listen    
closely, the words of those familiar books are like a comfortable friend.  They point us in hopeful    
directions.  They remind us of the important lessons of life.  They speak the words that we need to 
hear.  They will teach us how to move forward in healthy ways. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



 



Office and Worship Updates 

We have begun a limited re-opening of events within the church.  Presently, the church office is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday.  All staff and visitors will be wearing masks 
throughout the building to decrease the spread of germs.  If you need to speak to a particular staff 
member, please call in advance of your arrival to be sure they are present.   

The worship services are being offered in two forms.  We are continuing the livestream option on 
Facebook beginning at 10 a.m. on Sunday.  This service remains on the church’s Facebook page and 
can be viewed at any time.  It is also uploaded to the church website and can be viewed there as 
well.  The second option is an in-person service at 8:30 a.m.  This service follows the protocols for 
best practices avoiding all physical contact and without singing.  The service is about 30-35 minutes 
in length.  We will continue this format at least through Labor Day, September 6th. 



Our families had a great time with Compassion Camp VBS this month!  We took a hybrid approach, 
with videos, handouts, and a small weekly in-person outdoor gathering to do some of our            
activities.  We learned about having compassion for others, ourselves, and the world.  Each week’s 
session focused on a different Bible story and had activities that supported that message.  Enjoy 
some pictures of the fun had at home and in person!  We were excited that the Severances were 
able to join us virtually from the UK.  

Youth & Family News 

Our youth led two fantastic services to welcome several of our confirmands on July 19.  The         
students did an excellent job leading virtually and in-person.  Their creativity is amazing!  Let’s   
continue to be inspired by their message to take what we’ve been given and learn how to love  
others differently in this time of change.  What are you doing right now that can show love to those 
who need it most? 

We are still making decisions about childcare and children’s Sunday School as we begin the BCSC 
school year. Keep your eyes open for emails and letters communicating our path at FUMC as well 
as opportunities to support your child’s faith education at home. If you are interested in receiving a 
weekly email from Jen with worship resources for kids, email her at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. 
Follow our Facebook page for helpful information posted each day:  

https://www.facebook.com/fumcfamily/  

At this time, the youth are continuing to meet outdoors and socially-distanced on Sundays at 5pm 
at Donner Park. All youth, 7th grade and up are welcome to join us near the Donner Park shelter 
house. If you want to be added to the GroupMe youth text messaging for up-to-the-minute details 
about meetings and other events, email Jen at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org. Follow our Instagram 
for informational and inspirational daily posts:  

https://www.instagram.com/firstumcyouth/ 

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
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Even though we’ve had limited 
meetings in person, we were able to 
distribute Bibles to our rising 3rd  
graders. They were so excited to have 
them dropped off at their homes by 
Pam Perfetto. Please celebrate these 
young students with me. From left: 
Jay Force, Nathan Perfetto, James 
Swanger, and Wyatt Roggow. 

Children’s Ministry  

We need your help!  We are hoping to provide fabric masks to hot 
meal participants in the coming weeks.  Please drop off donations at 
the church office.  It would be helpful to label small, medium, large 
or child.  

Face Masks Needed 



Learning Tree Preschool 

Learning Tree is planning on opening in the fall.  Due to      
Covid-19, there will be updates and changes to the day-to-day 
business of the preschool.  The staff has been working           
diligently over the past several weeks to come up with the best 
ways to serve the children of the school, while keeping them 
(and the teachers) healthy and safe.  We will keep you           
informed as best we can with updates and information as they 
come in.  If you have any questions or concerns, contact Sue 
Ellen at 812-378-2825 or sebrown@fumccolumbus.org.  Thank 
you! 

Mission News 

Mission Guatemala has had to cancel all mission 
trips to their site in 2020 due to the corona virus.  In 
spite of this, their ministry has continued.  The clinic 
has been a source of testing and ongoing healthcare 
for residents in and around the community.  It is  
uncertain when international travel will resume but 
First UMC reserved dates two years ago to work 
there on March 13-20, 2021.  Communication from 
our partners in Guatemala indicate that if things 

open up, they will be looking forward to receiving scheduled teams.  If circumstances permit and 
we are able to send a team in 2021, please let Rev. Boles know if you would be interested.  There is 
no financial commitment at this time and we will not formalize anything until we are certain that 
this trip is feasible, but if you would like to participate, please let me know at your convenience. 
 
Other mission projects are currently operating under a “wait and see” plan.  Due to the many     
restrictions and uncertainties surrounding the corona virus, Missions Committee members are 
waiting and watching to see how things unfold and what progress is being made with regards to 
the state’s and the country’s “reopening.”  We will do our best to keep you up-to-date and          
informed with any changes regarding missions at FUMC.  Thank you for your patience and           
understanding. 

Stay Up-to-Date 

In this time of stay-in-place orders, communication is vital.  We are working to provide the best 
ways to keep you informed about the activities of the church.  We offer both a mailed and emailed 
version of the monthly newsletter.  If you prefer to receive this newsletter in a different format 
(emailed instead of mailed or vice versa) please let us know.  Every Monday morning, Rev. Boles 
sends out a devotional.  If you would like to be added to that list (emailed or mailed), let us know.  

mailto:sebrown@fumccolumbus.org


Music Notes 

Musical Moment 

Each Thursday the music staff at FUMC posts information on our Facebook page about the music to 
be included in the following Sunday worship service.  This includes information about the hymns 
and songs, Erik’s prelude and postlude and information about our special musicians and the music 
they will be sharing with us.  We hope you will take the opportunity to read this information for a 
little more background into the music presented in worship at FUMC. 

 

A word of appreciation and thanks to the people who shared 
their musical gifts with us during the month of June: 

 July 5 – Madeline Coffey 

 July 12 – Sam Mathis 

 July 19 – FUMC Youth—Sami Heathcote, Helen Rumsey, & 
Kalissa Gambrel 

 July 26 – Dan & Lynne Fleming 

August Book Club 

 
The naturalist, John Muir, once said, “When one tugs at a single thing 
in the universe, [one] finds it attached to the rest of the world.”    
Barbara Kingsolver illustrates this idea well in her novel, “Prodigal 
Summer” which is the selection for the August book club.  Beginning 
with a collection of random characters, the novel slowly unveils how 
they are all connected to one another.  The book club will discuss 
this novel on Sunday, August 16th at 6:00 p.m.  A copy of the book is 
in the church library or can be purchased at a discounted price at 
Viewpoint Books. 
 
Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through 
the rest of 2020.   

Fridays@First May Go Virtual 

As we have not been able to have any Fridays@First events due to the pandemic, we are looking at 
the possibility of taking the series to the internet and having some virtual concerts.  If this would be 
of interest to you, would you please drop me an email to let me know that you would support this 
endeavor.  We have not decided for sure who or when just yet, but it takes a lot of background 
work to make these events happen, so we want to make sure there is enough interest to justify the 
time and effort.  You can contact me at kbutler@fumccolumbus.org.  Thank you! 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
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And, speaking of books checked out of the church library, as we start to slowly emerge from our 
quarantine, now would be a good time to look around your house to see what books you have 
been reading from the church library.  We DO NOT charge a fine on overdue books, so please feel 
free to drop off books at your convenience.  Even if you have had the item(s) out for a long time, 
don’t feel bad…you won’t be the only one.  Thanks! 

Pastor Howard has released the 
book club selections for the rest of 
2020.  The library has added all 
these titles to our collection and the 
items are ready to circulate.  The 
new items are located on the       
display table in the  library. 

Church Library News 

      August 16   September 20 

     October 18    November 22    December 20 

  Our Church Family 

 

           The church mourns the loss of Jim Foulke. 
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