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“Visions of the Kingdom” 

Text: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 

A new pastor was appointed to a small town.  When she arrived, the community was facing a 

drought that was threatening the crops.  So, on Sunday morning some of the farmers of the 

church asked the pastor to pray for rain.  And so she did.  No sooner did she pray than the sound 

of thunder was heard in the distance.  Later that afternoon it began to rain and rain and rain.  The 

crops were soaked with a much needed quenching.   

 

But on Monday it continued to rain.  On Tuesday it rained some more.  It rained so much that 

now the fields were in danger of flooding.  On Wednesday several of the farmers were at the 

pastor’s office when she arrived for work.  Before she could even unlock the doors one of the 

farmers shouted through the driving rain, “Thank you for your help with the crops, but would 

you please stop praying.” 

 

This morning I want to share a series of parables and stories Jesus tells that illustrate something 

about the kingdom of God.  Despite the various images, one of the things they have in common 

is the theme of abundance.  When Jesus describes the kingdom of God, it is not a place of 

scarcity.  It is a place filled with goodness. 

 

Leading up to this reading in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus has spoken a lot about the kingdom of 

God.  He has clarified that this is not some other-worldly, pie in the sky, wait until you die 

moment.  He continually points to people and places and events and says, “there is the kingdom 

of God.”  It is here among us.  It is all around us.  But it can be so subtle that we may overlook it, 

fail to see it, walk right by without noticing. 

 

Jesus will use these images so that we will have some idea of what we are looking for.  Based 

upon these images we will have some clues about what the kingdom is like.  He begins by 

comparing the kingdom of God to a mustard seed.  On one level this is a way of pointing out that 

the kingdom of God begins small, like a tiny seed and can grow and spread into something 

enormous.  It is like one small act of kindness that has a way of expanding and growing and 

inviting others to join in that kindness.  Before you know it, that one small act of kindness has 

blossomed into something so immense that no one recalls the original seed that started it all. 

 

Paul Fleischman has written a book for young adults entitled, “Seedfolks.”  It tells the story of a 

young girl whose family moves from Vietnam to Cleveland.  Her father died many years 

previous and she has few memories of him.  But one thing she knows is that he was a very good 

farmer.  She tries to connect with that memory by taking a few seeds into a vacant lot by her 



home.  Her intent is to plant these seeds and grow beans to share with her family.  Her actions 

are witnessed by a woman living nearby who comes to help nurture the seeds.  Soon others are 

joining in.  The lot, previously filled with trash, becomes a community garden where neighbors 

are growing all sorts of things.  Along with growing fruits and vegetables and herbs of all types, 

they are also growing a connection with one another.  The story tells how this young girl with six 

beans created a community where once there was only a vacant lot and distant people. 

 

That is the kind of transformation Jesus is talking about with the mustard seed.  That kingdom of 

God is like that tiny seed that fits into the palm of one’s hand and grows into what the New 

Revised Version translates as the greatest of shrubs.  It becomes a place of welcome and 

hospitality where birds can make a home.  Some translations describe it less as a shrub and more 

as a weed.  The mustard seed is like a prolific weed that once it gets going, cannot be stopped.  

One of the early leaders of the church, Pliny the Elder, once wrote that this shrub or weed “grows 

entirely wild, though it is improved by being transplanted: but on the other hand when it has been 

sown it is scarcely possible to get the place free of it….”  The kingdom of God, then is like this 

tiny seed that once it finds a place to take root cannot be stopped.  The goodness that is sown will 

continue to multiply and expand.  The love of that kingdom will be unstoppable. 

 

Maybe because he is trying to describe the indescribable, Jesus then uses another image.  He says 

that the kingdom of God is also like a bit of yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 

measures of flour until all of it was leavened.   

 

The Greek verb that is often translated as kneaded or mixed would be better translated as hid.  

Although the actions of this woman will be the work of kneading the bread, Jesus wants to 

indicate something hidden from sight, perhaps even a bit subversive.  Although it is common 

knowledge that it takes a bit of yeast to make the dough rise, Jesus wants to indicate that she did 

this very quietly, unseen by others, but the result was something phenomenal. 

 

The other aspect of this analogy that we would not be aware of is that when Jesus says that she 

used three measures of flour, this would be equivalent to ten gallons of flour.  The little bit of 

yeast that she hides in the flour becomes enough to feed 100-150 people.  To his first Century 

listeners, Jesus would not have had to explain this measurement, but it would have left them 

baffled as to what one would do with that much bread!  It might lead them to conclude that the 

woman must be a baker if she is making that much bread.  But I believe Jesus is hinting at 

something else. 

 

However one obtains that much flour, what does one possibly do with that much flour?  You 

give it away.  You share it with others.  The delightful smell of the bread gets passed on to 

others, so that more than a hundred people share in the bounty.  This, Jesus says, is what the 

kingdom of God is like.  It is a place of sharing.  It is delighting in the opportunity to give from 

your abundance to those around you.  The kingdom of God is a place where people care for one 

another. 

 

Around this time of year, John Stierwalt would come into our small town in his truck.  In the bed 

of his truck would be bushel baskets filled with things from his garden.  Although John was a 

member at a different church, he would stop at every parsonage in town and ask the local pastors 



what they would like.  He never charged for this.  And the first time he came by, I tried to be 

very modest in my requests.  It was just my wife and I, so we didn’t need much.  But as he would 

reach into the basket filled with green beans, he would scoop even more into the paper sack 

saying, “Well you might have company drop in unexpected, so it’s best to be prepared.”  And 

when he would drive away, our kitchen table would be filled with the wonderful abundance of 

beans and onions and corn and tomatoes and so much more.   

 

Jesus said the kingdom of God is like a woman who hid a bit of yeast into three measures of 

bread which would produce enough to feed a multitude of people.  What does that mean about 

the kingdom of God?  It is filled with abundance.  It is filled with a desire to share.  It is filled 

with the wonderful delight that comes from empty hands that are filled with all forms of 

goodness.   

 

Jesus will go on to say that this kingdom is beautiful to see.  In further images he will describe 

the kingdom of God to a pearl that was so beautiful that a merchant sold everything in order to 

obtain it.  What is the purpose of this?  It is to share that goodness with others.  When we see 

such beauty, we want to share it.  How many times have you seen a beautiful sunset or a bright 

rainbow in the sky and reached out to someone to show it to them?  How many times have 

people taken beautiful pictures and posted them online so that others can enjoy and appreciate 

the beauty?  Jesus says the kingdom of God is like a precious stone, something so beautiful that 

you want to share it with everyone else. 

 

Where do you experience that beauty today?  Where do you see acts of kindness, compassion, 

generosity?  Where do you quietly contribute to that goodness, like yeast that is hidden in a batch 

of flower or a tiny seed that is planted into the ground knowing that your kindness will spread in 

all directions?   

 

The point of sharing these images was not just to show people where to look.  It was also a way 

of inviting people to participate in making that kingdom present.  Sow the seeds of kindness in 

all directions.  Surprise the world with an abundance of bread waiting to be shared.  These stories 

invite us to be active participants in making God’s love visible in the world. 

 

There is an old story about a prophet who wanted to know what heaven and hell were like.  So 

God showed him two doors.  Behind the first door was a large table with a mouth-watering pot 

of stew in the middle.  It smelled delicious.  Seated around the table were several folks who 

looked angry and hungry.  They were holding long spoons with long handles, long enough to dip 

into the stew in the center of the table.  But the spoons were so long that they could not turn them 

back to their mouths to taste the food.  And so they sat, seeing the goodness, smelling the aroma, 

but unable to taste the stew that was before them.  The man said to himself, “This must be hell.” 

 

Then God opened the second door.  Surprisingly this room was identical to the first.   There was 

a large round table with a wonderful smelling pot of stew in the center.  The people had the same 

long-handled spoons, but they were laughing and smiling and contented.  The man didn’t 

understand how things could be so different until he saw one of the people pick up the long 

handled spoon, dip it into the stew and then extend the contents to the others sitting around the 

table.  The only difference between the two rooms was the ability to share with one another. 



 

The images that Jesus offers of the kingdom of God are filled with abundance.  There is more 

bread than one can eat alone, inviting the listeners to share this goodness.  There is a little seed 

that blooms into a large shrub or bush or weed that becomes a refuge for birds, a home to many.  

There is a fine pearl that is so breathtaking that one will willingly sacrifice to obtain it for the 

sole purpose of sharing its beauty with others.  Jesus said this is what the kingdom, which is all 

around us, is like.  It is filled with abundance of all that is good…love, kindness, peace, joy, 

laughter, patience…and wherever you find these things, God is sure to be near.  The kingdom is 

filled with generosity as people share that abundance with one another.  Like yeast that is hidden 

in the flour, this generosity is often shared quietly, unassumingly, not for the attention but for the 

sheer joy of doing something kind for those around us.  And above all, it is breathtakingly 

beautiful, the kind of thing that you want to treasure in your heart, hold onto and share with 

others.   

 

Fellow residents of this kingdom, let us sow those abundant seeds of kindness knowing that our 

individual acts will expand and grow under God’s loving care. 

 


