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Script into Scripture 

 

Kevin: Sometimes I just don’t get it! In today’s world we need to guard against carelessness and 

it sounds like in this story Jesus told, that God is just plain careless. 

 

Sarah: Why do you say that? 

 

Kevin: Well, it appears that God doesn’t value God’s own love – God throws it anywhere not 

particularly caring where it lands, on whom it lands. 

 

Sarah: That’s just the point – God offers God’s love freely to all, knowing that some will choose 

to receive it and others will not – but God continues to try. 

 

Kevin: But isn’t that irresponsible? I mean, there are lots of people who just don’t believe in God 

or choose not to believe; there are lots of people who claim to have faith but when tough times 

come they doubt everything, especially God; and what about those who are so easily swayed by 

false prophets, you know what I mean…..those who think that God is obsolete and they have the 

latest handle on things? See what I mean. God’s got to be a lot more careful. 

 

Sarah: This is never a “one-shot” deal – God will continue to lavish God’s love on all creation. 

And you are right--some of it will die out, some will fade, some will be corrupted, and some will 

take good root. That’s what it is all about. God is willing to take a chance. God’s love is 

inexhaustible and it is always there for us. Within this love we will find healing, peace, courage, 

strength, patience……so many good things. Don’t worry! God will always be with us. 

 

______ 

The scripture this morning is the first of a series of parables Jesus gives to His disciples. I love 

that Jesus always starts with something they can understand and moves to something they don’t 

understand. He starts with what is material, tangible and moves to what is spiritual, hard to see 

and understand. Starts with what is simple and moves to what is profound, as if the hearers are 

children, learning from a teacher. And we are. We are all like little children, learning important 

life lessons from the best teacher in the world. 

And so that’s exactly what Jesus did here. The disciples understood sowing, they did it all the 

time. They were part of an agricultural society after all. They were very familiar with the 

experiences and the activities and the principles and laws of sowing and reaping. It was their life. 

What they didn’t understand was spiritual truth. And so Jesus met them where they were and 



took them where they’d never been. And the language in this story is filled with profound 

spiritual meaning. 

And that opens up to us then this parable. There are only three components here. There is the 

sower, there is the seed and there is the soil, that’s it. Now the parable doesn’t say anything at all 

about the sower. It just says the sower went out to sow. And it doesn’t say anything at all about 

the seed in this parable. But we can find some insight if we read verse 37 of the thirteenth 

chapter of Matthew, another parable, of sowing wheat and tares “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man,” – this is talking about Jesus Christ. So we can conclude that while you 

don’t necessarily want to borrow all the elements of one parable and put them in another one 

because they’re only illustrations or analogies, we’d be safe to say that if the Lord is the sower in 

one place, He certainly could be the sower in another place. That’s not a stretch. So we could 

conclude then that the one who sows initially is the Lord Himself.  

So we know who the sower is. I believe though that this parable teaches us that we are also 

sowers. We have a responsibility to be like God in all we say and do, and so we can look at this 

parable with ourselves as the sower too.  

Today we are thinking about seeds and the way things grow. We’re thinking about soil, and 

where things are planted, and we’re thinking about the sower - the one who does the planting.  

How many of you have or ever have had a garden? I have to admit I have a brown thumb. Not 

green for sure. Mark on the other hand is great- and I get to enjoy the fruits of his labor! I do 

remember in elementary school when we did some experimenting with seeds. I had little paper 

cups and I was taught to plant the little seeds very carefully, the teacher told us if we were doing 

this in the ground we would need to be sure that they were about two inches from each other and 

that the little holes in the ground were about one half inch deep. When the seeds were placed in 

the cups, I carefully covered them over with soil and then watered them well…….and 

waited……and waited……and waited. It was exciting to see what would grow! I remember the 

teacher didn’t tell us what the seed was, we got to be surprised when it flowered! It was exciting 

and fun! 

So when Mark is planting his garden he is pretty careful with how he plots out what goes where. 

Tomatoes have cages, zucchini have plenty of room to grow, carrots have to be thinned out. 

Some of the seeds came up into nice little plants; others didn’t grow at all; like our radishes for 

some reason; birds (and rabbits in our garden) discovered the seeds and had a snack, and there 

were some weeds that grew faster and the seeds didn’t have room to grow. Being a gardener is a 

difficult job. I’m glad Mark does it for us and knows what he is doing! I am more of a throw the 

seeds and see what happens kind of girl. I did that once, just threw a bunch of wildflower seeds 

out, not carefully planting them. And I did get some pretty flowers!  

Jesus talked with his friends about scattering seeds, he wanted them to think about the ways in 

which God spreads God’s love for all people. He surprised them because he told them that God 

scatters the seeds, not carefully planting them two inches apart.  

God has given to each one of us the chance to tell others about God’s love and how much 

strength and courage it gives us every day. I want you to think about being seed-scatterers of 

God’s love. Would you tend to be like me, throwing seeds and seeing what happens, or like 

Mark, with a plan and knowing which seeds need which kind of soil and surroundings?  

The awesome thing about our lives, and our faith, and sharing it is that both are good. Being 

methodical & intentional and being random, and extravagant can both reap rewards.  

I believe we are called to love in extravagance – almost like a deluge of love over the parched 

earth of hate and fear. It’s time to get serious about God, about how we show our love to God 



and how we show God’s love to others in our lives – some people may say it is too generous, 

that by not being careful of whom we let into the fold or the community, of whom we show 

extravagant love to, that not all deserve it. That is the soil of hate and fear speaking, but God asks 

us to be reconciling, redeeming in our ministries and missions and in our lives. We should be 

sharing God’s message of love, and compassion, and mercy, and justice. Not just the message 

but the very acts! And to take it a step further, we need to do so without stopping to think about 

whether the other person deserves it or ever will deserve it. 

Just for a minute, think about the ways in which God has offered God’s love to you. Most of the 

time did you accept it joyfully……or did you see it as your right, as payment for your 

faithfulness…..or did you decide that you could determine whom God should love and save and 

who should be pushed out? Come on, admit it. Most of us have experienced all those feelings. 

We get frustrated and angered over the behaviors and attitudes of people who seem to run 

counter to us--we want God to place God’s judgment on others rather than restore them to 

wholeness. We may even want God to bring down a little of that Old Testament wrath on those 

who anger us.  It’s frustrating. Why doesn’t God do that? When someone is clearly behaving in a 

way that is contrary to God’s teaching, how can God forgive them? How can God bless them? 

Well, we don’t know, except to say that God’s love is boundless and it is truly available for 

everyone. God is always trying to reach out to us. How can God throw a seed on a rocky path 

and expect anything good to grow? Why should we waste our time on those people and places?  

God is teaching us with this parable that we have an opportunity to live like God, to love like 

God. Instead of looking closely at the soil, we need to be looking closely at the seeds, and 

ourselves as the sowers, recognizing that God’s love is and should be available to all. We must 

be more like the sower - he is not reckless, but extravagant in sharing that love! Risk is what it’s 

all about. You never know when something will take root somewhere you didn’t expect. If we 

are too careful, too controlling, we might lose something special, coming from an unexpected 

source. 

Have you ever seen a lotus flower? They are often in water gardens or ponds. Mark and I love to 

watch a show on Netflix called Somebody Feed Phil, about a man named Phil Rosenthal.  He is a 

tv producer, he did the show Everybody Loves Raymond. In this show Phil travels all over the 

world and gets to see the amazing sites of each location for the episode as well as enjoy 

incredible meals. Since Mark and I both love food traveling the show is one of our favorites! One 

of the episodes in the first season is set in Vietnam. Phil showed a scene where he was in the 

water, collecting various things to eat, snails, etc, and there were lotus flowers all over. He made 

a remark about them growing in the mud and it stuck with me. With its roots based in mud, the 

lotus flower submerges every night into murky river water, and—undeterred by its dirty 

environment—it miraculously re-blooms the next morning without residue on its petals. What an 

unexpected beautiful gift. It was a neat example to me to not be so sure of how seeds need to be 

planted in order to thrive. 

This is the inexhaustible love that God pours over all of us, over all of creation, willing to take a 

chance that even in the most unlikely places God’s love will take root and flourish as people 

reach out to help each other and to work for the healing of God’s children and entire creation.  

I think some people spend so much time worrying about who’s supposed to get the seed. We 

need to trust the Sower. We need to let go of our own fears and our own lack of generosity. 

Maybe something surprising will happen. You’ve probably heard the saying, “let go and let 

God”. We need to do this. Stop worrying about who is deserving of God’s message and God's 

love, and throw those seeds with reckless abandon. Amen. 


