
Dear Friend,  
I am grateful to have been invited to participate with a small group of community and church            
leaders for a time of intentional study and growth.  Originally our goal was to visit comparably sized 
communities to experience their creative ministries and services.  For the time being, this aspect of 
our learning has been put on hold.  But that has not deterred the group from meeting online and 
sharing insights and learnings in these unusual times. 

Folks shared how they had been surprised by generosity.  One family contacted a local agency and 
donated their relief payment.  They graciously explained that they were doing fine financially but 
wanted to help others who were struggling.  There were several stories like that of people helping 
one another in our community.  The need continues to be great, but it is inspiring to see how    
people are reaching out. 

We spend some time sharing what we have learned about ourselves, our relationships and our 
community during this time.  Many responses focused on the importance of meaningful               
relationships.  People talked about missing their friends at work and church and how important 
those relationships are to them.  Others talked about the discovery of new friendships as they 
struck up conversations with neighbors as they walked through the community.  The pandemic has 
reminded us how much we need one another. 

And then we talked about the struggles we have encountered.  In many ways our lives and routines 
have been disrupted.  In the interest of honest self-disclosure, one of the struggles I have faced has 
been the ability to plan far ahead.  Normally, I plan the sermons about three months ahead of 
time.  At this point, I would typically have scriptures, sermon titles and sermon themes developed 
through Labor Day.  That ability to plan far in advance has been difficult.  Even some of the things 
we have planned can change multiple times before they occur (if they occur).  That is a challenge.  
It forces me to be more adept and flexible with day to day and weekly events.  In hindsight, I may 
be able to look back at this as a gift that taught me new ways of working and serving, but for now it 
is a challenge. 

I want to invite you to ponder these same questions.  I would be interested in hearing your          
responses.  What have you learned about yourself, your relationships and your community during 
this time?  What has surprised you?  What struggles have you encountered?  What new insights 
and ideas do you imagine coming from these discoveries and struggles? 

Any time of upheaval has embedded within an opportunity to become something better.  That is 
true for us as individuals, as a community and as a church.  I pray that we will recognize God’s  
presence among us in this time and be open to the directions God is leading us. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



In May our students were able to gather for the first socially-distanced youth group!  We had a 
whole agenda planned—simply we enjoyed doing art together, catching up on highs and lows, and 
just talking.  We were happy the weather cooperated and to spend time together in person.  We 
are planning to meet each week throughout the summer at 5pm on Sundays.  Check the youth           
Instagram @firstumcyouth for updates.  Any youth, rising 7th graders through high school are    
welcome to join us!  Contact Jen at jriddle@fumccolumbus.org to be added to the youth GroupMe 
text conversation or ask questions. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you missed our celebration of graduates during the service on May 17, you can watch the video 
here: https://youtu.be/TtuhpzOOh_E.  We invite you to send our graduates a card or note to      
celebrate their achievements! 

Youth News 

High School:  
Hannah Clark 2260 W Carr Hill Rd, Columbus, IN 47201 
Molly Dye 11938 W 50S, Columbus, IN 47201 
Ethan Eavey 4701 Winterberry Pl, Columbus, IN 47201 
Maya Federle 1050 Westlake Hills Dr, Columbus, IN  47201 
Joey Foyst 3025 26th St, Columbus, IN 47203 
Kalissa Gambrel 1935 Brookfield Ct, Columbus, IN 47201 

Sami Heathcote 3723 Mockingbird Dr, Columbus, IN 47203 
Helen Rumsey 9152 W Tulip Dr, Columbus, IN 47201 
  
College:  
Shelby Bricker 521 Winterberry Ct, Columbus, IN 47201 
Megan Miller 7085 S 900 E, Elizabethtown, IN 47232 
  
Grad school:  
Megan Bailey 1822 E 11th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46201 
Eddy Mony 1319 S. Dunn St, Bloomington, IN 47401 

mailto:jriddle@fumccolumbus.org
https://youtu.be/TtuhpzOOh_E


Youth News (continued) 

During the service we also named our confirmands. They have completed their class, but we are 
hoping to welcome them to membership in the Methodist Church when we meet again in person. 
Please reach out to our students and congratulate them!  

 

Family Ministry Updates 

The COVID-19 virus has changed our summer dramatically, changing or canceling summer camps 
and VBS, and modifying our typical summer activities. It is an opportunity for us all to work          
together to create fun, functional, and safe activities to support our youngest during these trying 
times. Jen is exploring several options for summer activities for children and families. If you want to 
make your voice heard, respond to the Summer Survey here:                                                         

https://forms.gle/tNEPmAZqkcXrzR927 

One summer activity we will be using is Compassion Camp—an at-home/virtual VBS. Follow the 
@fumcfamily Facebook page for up-to-date information on how to get materials for this weekly 
camp as well as the Children’s Moments and other goodies! 

Naomi Gambrel, mentor Laura LaSell 

Catherine Miller, mentor Ann Sharp 

Frankie Polyak, mentor Howard Boles 

Zander Roggow, mentor Eric Riddle 

Ally Sharpe, mentor Jen Rumsey 

Ben Sharpe, mentor Greg Emerick 

Melissa Tilden, mentor Melissa Morelli 

Yomi Wright, mentor Liz Stroh 

https://forms.gle/tNEPmAZqkcXrzR927


Music Notes 

Though rehearsals and participating in worship are on hold for now, plans for music at FUMC are 
continuing.  We are scheduling many exciting guests for our live stream worship services and for 
when we return to in person worship.  As always, if you have suggestions for musical guests, please 
let me know and if you have it, their contact information. 

We continue to plan for a new season of Fridays@First concerts with some old favorites, some of 
the artists that did not appear this year, and some new faces and talents. 

A big thank you to: 

• Steve Hood, Tom Bailey and Randy Witwer who are helping make our live stream services    
possible.  Without their talents and dedication it would not be possible. 

• The Gambrel family, Josh DeGroot, as well as Lynne & Dan Fleming & friends who shared their 
gifts with us through music in April and May. 

• Janie Gordon, without whose talents, wisdom, and willingness to be a part of our efforts, it 
would not have been possible. 

On May 31 we welcomed back Erik Matson.  In March Erik went back to the Chicago area for his 
Spring Break from IU and until now has been sending recordings of the music you are hearing in 
worship.  We look forward to his real presence in worship again. 

Your support of music at FUMC is greatly appreciated and I look forward more and more each day 
to being with you and again bringing music to life in your presence.  Keep singing, keep playing 
your instruments and keep listening to the presence of God in music! 

June Book Club 

The selection for the June book club is Laura Bates’ book, 
“Shakespeare Saved My Life.” Based upon the real-life events of 
the author, an English professor at Indiana State University, this 
book tells the story of how the writings of William Shakespeare 
became the basis for an unlikely friendship.  Our discussion will be 
on Sunday, June 21st at 6:00 p.m.  If you would like to purchase 
this book and support local businesses, please contact Viewpoint 
Books here in Columbus.  Along with offering a discount for our 
book club selections, they offer no-contact pick up and home    
delivery.  
 

Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through 
2020. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/


Learning Tree Preschool 

 

Here are some pictures for Spire.   Please add a graphic that says   We have said our good byes for 

We have said our goodbyes for this year and want to 

say THANK YOU to everyone who supported Learning 

Tree with prayers, donations for classrooms, and your 

financial support of the Love-a-Child Scholarship 

Fund! 



News Updates 

One of the inevitable and appropriate questions folks are asking is when will we return to in-person 
worship?  As of the writing of this newsletter, all United Methodist Churches in Indiana are doing 
worship online.  What we have learned about the virus and its transmission is that when we     
gather, we will need to make some significant changes.  We will need to continue safe social       
distancing and avoid physical contact (no passing the peace, shaking hands, etc.).  Sadly, we will 
not be able to sing together. Singing has been shown to be a super spreader, meaning that it      
intensifies the water vapor and projection of germs.  While we explore what it will mean to gather 
once again safely, we want to assure you of three things.  First, health and safety are our highest 
concern. It has been troubling to read about churches throughout our nation that have opened too 
quickly or without proper procedures.  One church in Arkansas had 38% of their congregation test 
positive following a Sunday service.  Three of the members died.  We want to take every             
precaution for the health and well-being of our congregation. 

Secondly, we plan to continue to offer online worship services even after we resume in-person   
services. Anyone who has any qualms about gathering will be able to enjoy the worship service 
from the comfort of their home. 

Third, we will do our homework in all decision making. We will listen to the experts, pay attention 
to the best wisdom and encourage best practices in all that we do. 

Finally, we will work to keep you informed as changes occur and new opportunities emerge. We 
are thankful for your patience and understanding. 

Typically, June is the month for our Annual Conference gathering.  This year’s conference has been 
postponed until August 15th and October 10th.  One thing that will occur prior to those gatherings 
is the retirement of our current Conference Superintendent, Rev. Bev Perry.  We wish her all the 
best as she begins this new phase of life on July 1.  The new Superintendent will be the Rev. Russ 
Abel.  We look forward to welcoming Russ and his ministry among us.  

Stay Up-to-Date 

In this time of stay-in-place orders, communication is vital.  We are working to provide the best 
ways to keep you informed about the activities of the church.  We offer both a mailed and emailed 
version of the monthly newsletter.  If you prefer to receive this newsletter in a different format 
(emailed instead of mailed or vice versa) please let us know.  Every Monday morning, Rev. Boles 
sends out a devotional.  If you would like to be added to that list (emailed or mailed), let us know.  

For more than two months, First UMC has offered worship services online.  We have provided 
chats with pastors, book clubs, prayer groups, confirmation and youth group through online 
sources.  In this short time, we have adapted and responded to the changing needs.  Recognizing 
the challenge this has posed to local churches, the Indiana Center for Congregations offered a grant 
to upgrade technology.  We are pleased to announce that First UMC was chosen to be a recipient 
of a $5000 grant.  This will enable us to purchase a new camera, upgrade the computer and       
software for online services and purchase new microphones.  We are grateful for this generous 
grant and the opportunities it provides to improve our ministry.  





More News 

This has been difficult to write.  We have had to cancel so many events.  Hopefully in the very near 
future we will be together and celebrate.  We have missed sunrise breakfast, senior graduation  
receptions, and seeing everyone’s smiling faces.  The next HOPE activity is the church picnic.  As of 
today, we have a date, August 2nd, but we aren’t sure if we will have it or if it will be at Donner 
shelter house.  We probably won’t know for sure if, when, and where until July.  The committee 
enjoys doing the family picnic and we will try our best to have it.  We hope and pray that everyone 
is staying safe and well. 

Marty Arnett 
Hope Committee 

  Our Church Family 

 
 

The church mourns the loss of Marge Evans. 
 

 
 

Turning Point is one of our missions.  If you are able to help or if you purchased an excess of wipes 
at the start of quarantine, Turning Point will greatly appreciate your generosity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/turningpointdv/  

(From Turning Point):  “Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of our community and funders, we 
have been able to procure PPE for our emergency shelter and our offices as we begin seeing       
clients.  However, we are still in need of disinfecting wipes to maintain the health and safety of our 
clients and staff.  If you are able to help, please contact Diane at 812-371-8343 to arrange your   
donation.”  

https://www.facebook.com/turningpointdv/
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