
Dear Friend,  
In a former church, we used to do a weekly card for someone within the church.  They were       
typically folks who could not attend church due to health or other concerns.  So, we would have a 
card in the Fellowship Hall for all the members to sign and then mail it that week. 

I would select the recipients in three month blocks, paying attention to who had a birthday or     
anniversary or other upcoming special event.  A woman named Wanda would take this list and  
purchase the cards.  She never asked for reimbursement for the cards, nor for assistance with the 
stamps.  She delightfully told me that this was her ministry and she loved doing it.  When I would 
say to her that if it became a burden (financially or otherwise) to let me know and we could find 
ways to help her, she would demur and say how much it meant to her to do this. 

The reason I selected the recipients well in advance was because Wanda didn’t just buy a big box of 
generic birthday or anniversary or thinking of you cards.  She picked each one out individually.  This 
was important to her.  She would go to the card store and pull card after card until she found the 
perfect one for the recipients.  I have no idea how much time it took, but I’m sure it was significant. 
Wanda took this ministry very seriously and often worried about not making it to church when the 
weather was bad.  There were rare occasions when she couldn’t make it, but most every Sunday, 
there would be a special card on the table for folks to sign.  She was as dependable as they come. 

This ministry meant a lot to the recipients.  On many occasions folks responded with appreciation 
that they had been remembered by their church friends.  Although they would share this with me, I 
was quick to point out that Wanda was the one who made this happen. She deserved the credit.  

It has been a while since I was at that church, and I recently saw that Wanda had died.  I don’t 
know how long she continued to do this, but I know it meant a lot to her.  When I learned of her 
death, I paused to remember the stories I have shared above and other fond memories of this kind 
woman.  Her actions brought smiles and appreciation to many lives.  She did this ministry with an 
attention to details that made each recipient special.  Her actions inspire me and I hope they are an 
inspiration to you as well.  May our ministries reflect that same spirit of kindness, bringing joy to 
the lives of those we meet. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



We made it to summer!  The youth have been gathering on Sunday nights at 5pm at Donner Park 
for some social-distanced fellowship, fun, and support.  Recently we played Kubb (a wooden dowel 
throwing game) that requires you to throw backwards between your legs to knock down the king 
to win the game.  We’ve also been enjoying beautifying sidewalks with chalk.  

Youth & Family News 

In July we will continue to meet each Sunday for Youth Group except for July 5th in honor of the 
Independence Day holiday.  The Youth are leading worship on July 19th at both the 8:30 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m. services.  They have some great ideas, so don’t miss the service that week!  The         
confirmation class will also be taking their vows that Sunday.  Youth will have opportunities to help 
with the outdoor gathering on Fridays during VBS this month as well!  Check GroupMe and the 
@firstumcyouth   Instagram for the updates throughout the month. 

Compassion Camp VBS began on June 29th.  If 
you’re late to the party, don’t worry!  Register at             
tiny.cc/FUMCcompassionVBS. Once you register, 
you can pick up your packet at the church office on 
Monday, Wednesday, or Friday from 9am-noon. 
You have an entire week to do the materials in the 
Family Pack, which are supported by videos Jen 
posts weekly on the FUMC Columbus YouTube 
page.  Then join us on Friday mornings at 10am in 
the green space at FUMC for fun!  We will sing our 
song of the week, do some movement activities 
and crafts that support our learning.  Don’t miss the 
fun! 

tiny.cc/FUMCcompassionVBS




Music Notes 

Musical Moment 

Each Thursday the music staff at FUMC posts information on our Facebook page about the music to 
be included in the following Sunday worship service.  This includes information about the hymns 
and songs, Erik’s prelude and postlude and information about our special musicians and the music 
they will be sharing with us.  We hope you will take the opportunity to read this information for a 
little more background into the music presented in worship at FUMC. 
 

A word of appreciation and thanks to the people who shared 
their musical gifts with us during the month of June: 

 June 7 – Eddie Mony 

 June 14 – Summer Chancel Ringers 

 June 21 – Logan Rivera 

 June 28 – The Gambrel Family 

July Book Club 

The selection for the July book club is “How Not to Die Alone” by 
Richard Roper.  For years, the lead character, Andrew, has led his 
co-workers to believe that he goes home each night to his wife 
and children.  But the truth is, he is alone.  This little white lie is 
not problematic until a new co-worker breezes into his life and 
takes his breath away.  Will he continue to hide behind the false 
perceptions or take a risk to begin living again?  We will meet at 
6:00 p.m. on July 19th to discuss this novel.   

For those who like to read ahead, here is the list of selections for 
the rest of the year:  

August 16               “Prodigal Summer” by Barbara Kingsolver  
September 20        “Dear Edward” by Ann Napolitano  
October 18        “Finding Dorothy” by Elizabeth Letts  
November 22        “The Water Dancer” by Ta-Nehisi Coates  
December 20        “The Good Neighbor” by Maxwell King  

Personal Item 

In the near future the estate of Jean Butler will be having an online auction of items that the family 
wishes to sell at this time.  If you would like to have more information about this sale please      
contact Kevin Butler at jkbdrv@aol.com or call me at the church and leave me a message.  There 
are some fun things that will be included in the sale that you might enjoy.  Thanks for your support!  

mailto:jkbdrv@aol.com


Learning Tree Preschool 

Here are some pictures for Spire.   Please add a graphic that says   We have said our good byes for 

Pre-K graduation had a different look this year and also a different time table due to Covid-19.  
Waiting until later in June worked well for families and children to reconnect and celebrate        
outdoors.  The LTP Staff are currently working to create a plan for a safe and healthy start to the 
new year. 

Mountain Mission Truck 
 
The United Methodist Mountain Mission will be   
coming to Columbus to collect donations.  Among 
their greatest needs at this time are men’s summer 
clothes, children’s summer clothes, shoes, good pots 
and pans and furniture in good condition.  You can 
bring your donations to the church and they will be 
picked up on July 7th. 

More News 

The Hope Committee had a zoom meeting Wednesday, June 17.  We made the decision to cancel 
the Church Picnic.  We all enjoy the picnic but we knew we couldn’t do the social distancing.  We 
will plan a great celebration when all the restrictions are lifted.  We don’t have decisions on NOEL 
until the school corporation has made their decisions on the school schedule.  We hope all of you 
are doing well.  We miss seeing all of you.  Prayers for all of you. 

Marty Arnett 
Hope Committee 

 



News Updates 

We have begun a limited re-opening of events within the church.  Presently, the church office is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  All staff and visitors will be wearing 
masks throughout the building to decrease the spread of germs.  If you need to speak to a          
particular staff member, please call in advance of your arrival to be sure they are present.   

The worship services are being offered in two forms.  We are continuing the livestream option on 
Facebook beginning at 10 a.m. on Sunday.  This service remains on the church’s Facebook page and 
can be viewed at any time.  It is also uploaded to the church website and can be viewed there as 
well.  The second option is an in-person service at 8:30 a.m.  This service follows the protocols for 
best practices avoiding all physical contact and without singing.  The service is about 30-35 minutes 
in length.  We will continue this format at least through Labor Day, September 6th. 



  Our Church Family 

 
Ruth Quello Vana was born on April 30, 2020.  Her parents are Charlie 
and Lena Vana, and grandparents are Howard Boles and Diane Lill.  
Congrats to the family! 

           The church mourns the loss of Sylvia Kiel. 
 

Clothe-a-Child 

For 37 years, July has played an important 
role in FUMC’s Clothe-a-Child program.     
Traditionally, July is our kickoff month for 
Clothe-a-Child and back-to-school shopping 
for some of our neighborhood families who 
need a helping hand as school begins in     
August.  But, as we are well aware, our lives 

are much different from a year ago.  We face so many challenges and seek answers to these      
challenges that impact our families, our community, and our world.  The uncertainties can be   
overwhelming for us.  For children going to school, we are certain that education and school will 
resume for our students, although it may appear different in many aspects.  As we wait to see how 
we will all be affected by this, FUMC can be certain that Clothe-a-Child will continue and will offer 
hope and help some of our neighborhood families who may be struggling this year more than ever. 

The tradition of Clothe-a-Child is one of our long-standing programs, created by members long ago 
who realized the need for assistance for children going to school.  Our members opened their 
hearts to this need and graciously supported the program with their contributions and shoppers. 
And now, 38 years later, our wonderful members continue to offer support and Clothe-a-Child  
continues to flourish.  As we embark on this journey into a new and sometimes uncertain school 
year, we will wait patiently to see how we can serve our neighbors. Clothe-a-Child may assume a 
different perspective for a time, but we are prepared to adapt to these changes. Any challenge   
allows us to express God’s love and power. 

Our first priority is the health and safety for everyone involved while offering hope, faith, and the 
assurance that Clothe-a-Child will be there.  The one and only constant in our lives and our world is 
God—God never changes and we are strengthened by the affirmation of God’s love and presence 
with us.  God will show us the way.  So, please keep watching for the updates and temporary      
revisions as we prayerfully consider how to serve our neighbors so that all who are involved are 
safe and we can still make a positive difference through Christ’s love.  Blessings to all, 

Robin Campbell 



Church Library News 

Book Club Selections 

Pastor Howard has released the book club selections for the next 6 months.  The library has added 
all these titles to our collection and the items are ready to circulate.  The new items are located on 
the display table in the library.  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       July 19                                 August 16                            September 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  October 18         November 22                       December 20 

And, speaking of books checked out of the church library, as we start to slowly emerge from our 
quarantine, now would be a good time to look around your house to see what books you have 
been reading from the church library.  We DO NOT charge a fine on overdue books, so please feel 
free to drop off books at your convenience.  Even if you have had the item(s) out for a long time, 
don’t feel bad…you won’t be the only one.  Thanks! 

Stay Up-to-Date 

In this time of stay-in-place orders, communication is vital.  We are working to provide the best 
ways to keep you informed about the activities of the church.  We offer both a mailed and emailed 
version of the monthly newsletter.  If you prefer to receive this newsletter in a different format 
(emailed instead of mailed or vice versa) please let us know.  Every Monday morning, Rev. Boles 
sends out a devotional.  If you would like to be added to that list (emailed or mailed), let us know.  
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