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“That was so good!” we declare after a delicious and satisfying meal with loved ones. “You did 

such a good job,” we might congratulate a child after a recital or game. “She’s a good person,” 

we say, describing someone who helps others. When I was growing up, we were taught in 

writing class to avoid words like “good.” We were encouraged to be more descriptive and add 

depth to our writing. So, it feels like a bit of an understatement in the story of creation, to hear 

over and over, “And God saw that it was good.” God is satisfied. Something about the perfect 

balance in creation offers a sense of being just right. Not too much. Not too little. It was good. 

While science gives us more information about the details, the biblical story of creation describes 

God as an artist. A creator of: Day and night; Earth, sea and sky; Birds, sea creatures and land 

animals; Stars and the moon; Trees, plants and flowers. And, of course, God made us. “Let us 

make humankind in our image, according to our likeness.” (Genesis 1:26b, NRSV) 

 

We each carry the imprint of God within the holy creation of our very being. And God declared 

us good and appointed us to be caretakers of all creation. The 2016 United Methodist Book of 

Resolutions (1033) explains: The story of the garden (in Genesis 2) reveals the complete and 

harmonious interrelatedness of creation, with humankind designed to relate to God, one another, 

and the rest of the created order.  

 

God’s vision of “shalom” invites all of creation to know wholeness and harmony, and the good 

news that we are called to proclaim includes the promise that Jesus Christ came to redeem all 

creation (Colossians 1:15-20).  

And the reality is that a distinct lack of harmony exists between humans and the rest of creation. 

We quickly corrupted our relationship with God, with the earth and with one another. People 

don’t have clean water to drink. Because of too little rain in some places, some people have no 

food to eat because the land is too dry. In other places, too much water causes massive flooding. 

Wars and political unrest rage because people do not have enough. They start fighting instead of 

working together to try to get what little resources are available. Without vital basic needs met, 

people are forced to leave home to survive. We see millions of people displaced, in need of 

shelter, food, safety and welcome. We see people of color who are treated differently simply 

because of the color of their skin. We see people of differing beliefs who are persecuted because 

they do not see things as the majority, or those in power see things.  

 

This is not good. This is not what God wants for us. God created a world that was in balance. A 

world where we have enough if everyone lives fairly and with respect for what God created. 

Respect for each other.  

 

So, I have been pondering this week - How do we restore the dignity of those who experience 

injustice, acknowledging that each person is of sacred worth, made in the image of God? 



As bearers of God’s image, we know the magnificent power of the one who created us. We 

celebrate that God’s love was powerful enough to resurrect Jesus after the Roman government 

executed him.  

 

The good news is that God’s love is so powerful that, together, as people created by God, we can 

repair the damage being done to creation & each other. In recognizing the image of God in our 

neighbor who is weighed down by injustice, we can begin the process of restoration. We can 

respond with healing in places where slavery, racism, environmental pillaging, and political 

corruption have interrupted God’s vision of a flourishing garden.  

Today, we have an opportunity to do that as a congregation. In the United Methodist Church 

certain Sundays are designated as “special”. Today is designated “Peace with Justice Sunday”  - 

what a perfect day for this Sunday to fall. It was determined to be this specific day before all of 

the recent events occurred. If you are interested in participating in a special offering that allows 

The United Methodist Church to repair the harm in communities that face systemic injustice, you 

can send a check marked “peace with justice sunday” and we will ensure it gets to this cause.  

 

When we are part of building gardens of Peace with Justice, we honor the divine goodness in one 

another. God made each of you. And God said you are good. I encourage you to turn to the 

person next to you and say, “God made you. And you are good.” 

(God made you. And you are good.) If you are watching this alone - say it aloud. Remind 

yourself of this truth.  

 

We need to remind each other, and ourselves of this often. God made us, and we are good. Now, 

how do we help to ensure that all of humanity knows this, and feels it deep in their bones? It 

takes work. It takes being intentional in our words and our actions. 

God requires us to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God. This is the word of 

God. Let me put it another way - The Message Bible version of Micah 6:8 puts it like this -  “But 

he's already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women. 

It's quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your 

love, And don't take yourself too seriously - take God seriously.” 

 

I love that it literally says in this version “it is quite simple”. It should be that simple. Do what is 

fair, or do justice. Be compassionate, or love kindness. Take God more seriously than yourself, 

or walk humbly with God. God made us in the image of God, so how we can look at one of our 

brothers and sisters and think they are any less loved, any less deserving of the same respect than 

we are? I have seen a lot of horrible things in the past week - these are not solely the incidents 

with police brutality. The injustices to our black brothers and sisters, with all people of color, go 

far beyond that in our world. What has been most disturbing to me though is the apathy of some. 

The notion that it doesn’t affect them, therefore it is not worthy of their time and energy to 

combat it and strive for justice.  The lack of compassion, and kindness, the lack of mercy.  

 

We are commanded to love others and to love God. We are not told to only love those who look 

like us, who think like us, who love like us, who behave like us.  

 

We are a divided country. Divided racially, politically, socio-economically. For that matter, we 

are a divided community, and even a divided church. However, it is time for us to come together. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/micah/6-8.html


It is past time, to be honest. We must all live our beliefs as Christians that all are created in the 

image of God, and all are good, and worthy of love and respect. Dr. Martin Luther King said 

“injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere!” and while we may not feel as though we 

are the ones impacted by the injustice, it is our duty to try to make things better. Tony Dungy 

spoke about the racism and injustices we are experiencing right now, and said he believes that 

we “It has to be all  churches taking a stand and saying “we are going to be on the forefront of 

meaningful dialogue and meaningful change.” The church must act. God has told us what is 

expected of us. To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God. How can we 

possibly do less? I have seen posts on Facebook the past week that say Benjamin Franklin 

said  “Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are.” 

I have since found out that there is no evidence that he said these words, but I still feel that they 

are important. Whoever it was that said it - it is a good way to look at justice. It must be more 

than those who are facing injustice fighting to correct it.  

 

Like the crowd at Pentecost, we need to ask, “Brothers and sisters, what shall we do? What do 

we do because of the wonder of this God? How shall we live? Who shall we be? Where shall we 

go? Whom shall we include? Who do we stand up for? Whom shall we see because of who our 

God is?”  

 

This worship, this way of thinking, must spill out into the world around us; it must transform our 

living every day, not just on this day, not just in this place. We must live our belief in a holy 

God.   

Many people think that discussing bias, prejudice, and stereotypes is impolite or can make the 

problem worse. In fact, studies have shown that having conversations about these issues, even 

when we don’t get things exactly right, goes a long way to help us overcome such attitudes in 

ourselves. This is especially important for children, who quickly notice differences among 

people. Don’t shy away from these topics. Embrace the opportunity to learn, to grow, to teach, 

and to walk closer with God. 

 

The opposite of prejudice is open-mindedness. There is always more than one way of seeing 

things! Jesus taught his disciples and teaches us that we shouldn’t judge or stereotype others 

because it’s like trying to get a speck out of someone else’s eye when we have a log in our own. 

A log! We couldn’t possibly see clearly with a log in our eye! When we judge or stereotype 

others, we can’t see them clearly. We can’t learn who they really are because we have already 

decided what they are like based on stereotypes.  

 

Empathy is the ability to understand how and why others feel the way that they do, and we 

develop our empathy for others though genuine curiosity, patience, kindness, and good listening. 

Honing our curiosity and empathy is a tremendously important foundational practice for the 

work of anti-racism. 

Kids as young as four and five begin to notice racial and cultural diversity. They see differences 

among people and seek to place those differences into cognitive categories. So the sooner we can 

note difference, celebrate it, and name God’s goodness in our differences, the sooner children 

will start building their foundation of seeing all kinds of people in the image of God, the core of 

Christian anti-racist theological ethics. So, for those of us who are a bit past the age of 5...we 



have to reteach ourselves how to see this goodness in others, to celebrate our differences. God 

created each of us. And called us good. Let’s strive to at the very least be good to each other. 

 

You may be familiar with this already, but did you know that the United Methodist Church has a 

Social Creed in our Book of Discipline, as a part of our Social Principles? I thought it 

appropriate to say it together today, on Peace with Justice Sunday, during a time when many are 

facing the opposite of peace, the opposite of justice. My hope and prayer is that it will move 

something inside of you, to take action and speak up for someone who has no voice. The words 

will be on the screen for you, please join me in reciting our Social Creed now. 

  

  

Social Creed 
We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We 

believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent of our sin 

in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends. 

 

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation, 

enhancement, and faithful use by humankind. 

 

We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, marriage, 

and the family. 

 

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the aging, and 

people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the rights and dignity of all 

persons. 

 

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good of 

themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to property 

as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in the elimination 

of economic and social distress. 

 

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law among 

nations, and to individual freedom for all people of the world. 

 

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and gladly accept 

our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen. 

 


