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“Looking to the Cornerstone” 

Text: 1Peter 2:2-10 

 

Folks were asked recently to submit their favorite sayings from their mothers.  The answers were 

profound, humorous and sometimes puzzling.  But they were the kinds of sayings that stayed 

with us.  Some of the responses included these mommisms: 

 

Tracy Lynn Grillo remembers her mom saying, “Clear the table.  That’s why your father and I 

had kids so we don’t have to clear the table.” 

 

Amy Littlefield Svanberg remembers that when she would leave the house her mother would 

say, “Don’t forget to put your manners in your pocket.” 

 

I love Maddy Brady’s mom’s comment.  This probably followed some wise advice that she 

provided.  She would say, “Some day you will understand, but I will be dead by then, so where’s 

the glory in that?” 

 

When Michelle Boyd and her brother would get in an argument and expect their mother to 

intervene on their side, she would simply shrug and say, “Just don’t get blood on the furniture.” 

 

I hope that you will spend some time on this Mother’s Day reflecting upon the wisdom you 

received from the mothers and those who were like mothers to you.  What words keep coming 

back to you?  What wisdom do you repeat today?   

 

My own mother, who died a few years ago, was a wealth of sayings.  Many of them were rather 

earthy, but likely the kind of wisdom she received from her own mother.  Sometimes if we were 

talking about something and didn’t have all the facts or were misinformed, mom would say, 

“You don’t know poop from apple butter.”  It drove her message home, but it also kept me from 

enjoying the great taste of apple butter until well into my adult years. 

 

Today, I want to say thanks to the wise women among us.  Mothers, Aunts, Grandmothers, 

sisters, teachers, engineers, astronauts, therapists, modern day leaders and one-day presidents.  

Thank you for the wisdom that you share.  Thank you for the gifts you share.   

 

The power of this wisdom and these lives is that they remain with us.  We hear that wisdom at 

unexpected moments.  The good sayings become the framework upon which we build our lives.  

And I choose those words quite intentionally.  Sometimes we hear negative comments that stay 

with us.  Those voices that say, “You’ll never amount to anything” or “You are not good 

enough.”  It takes a lot of work to overcome the negative statements, but if there are any of those 



present, I hope that you will find the ability to leave those behind in the trash dump where they 

belong and cling to the positive, affirmative, helpful comments.  These are the ones upon which 

we build a healthy life. 

 

That is why I focus on the positive in my sermons.  Folks are carrying enough guilt and shame 

and baggage.  When I survey the life of Jesus, I don’t see him adding to that, heaping more 

burdens onto people.  I see Jesus serving as the gentle savior who is offering to ease our burdens, 

to offer good news to troubled people, to remind us that we are beautiful and beloved, made in 

the image of God.   

 

It reminds me of the story attributed to a great theologian Karl Barth.  After delivering a lecture, 

someone asked him if he could summarize his theology in a single sentence.  Even then, the 

questioner expected that the answer would be deep and philosophical.  After a moment of 

thought, reportedly Barth responded, “Yes, I can.  In the words from a song I learned at my 

mother’s knee: ‘Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.’”  We often build our faith 

on these solid, yet simple beginnings. 

 

The book of 1Peter is thought to have been a sermon which was preached on the occasion of a 

baptism.  It is filled with guidance and instructions for the newly baptized.  The opening of this 

sermon encourages the listener to be holy.  Like baptism, this is a new beginning, a fresh start.  

Peter encourages the listeners to make a good beginning.   

 

He follows that with instructions of what to leave behind.  Let go of deceit and hypocrisy and 

envy. Get rid of the negativity and sinfulness.  He invites them to look to Jesus as their guide on 

how to live.  Let his spirit live within you that his love and compassion and kindness would 

guide all your actions. 

 

If, in fact, the author of this epistle is the disciple Peter, it is interesting that he uses the analogy 

of Jesus as the rock.  It is interesting because this is the same thing Jesus will say of Peter.  Jesus 

renamed him Petros, meaning rock, saying that he would build his church upon Peter.  Now 

Peter is looking back saying that the real rock, the cornerstone upon which we build our faith, is 

Jesus.  Want to know how to forgive others, look to Jesus?  Want to know what the embodiment 

of love looks like?  Look to Jesus.   

 

Peter is encouraging the listeners of that early sermon to build their lives upon that rock.  Let 

Jesus be that cornerstone, that sure grounding upon which you build your life and faith.   

 

Peter will conclude this section with complimentary words aimed not only at those newly 

ordained listeners, but to all of us.  He says that once we were not a people.  But now we are 

God’s people.  We are a holy nation, a royal priesthood, people of importance and stature.  We 

are God’s messengers of love and forgiveness to all the world.  You are important!  You are 

special!   

 

This week I came across a paraphrase from the author and playwright Anton Chekhov.  In 

relation to this time of quarantines, the quote read, “Tell me what you miss and I’ll tell you who 

you are.”  What is it that we are missing the most?  What I keep hearing repeatedly is how much 



we miss one another.  And isn’t that a bit ironic.  At times, we can really get on one another’s 

nerves.  There are folks that we struggle to be around.  And yet, at the core, what we miss is 

community, the relationships, the ability to care for one another and to be cared for.  This says 

what is at the core of our being.  This is who we are.  The virus has revealed that goodness that is 

the cornerstone of our lives.  We need one another.   

 

It will be important to hold onto that realization and remember that as a cornerstone of our lives 

and faith.  We were made for community.  We were created to care for one another.  We are not 

isolated individuals.  We are God’s people, brought together to experience love together and to 

share that love with one another. 

 

Perhaps you heard the beautiful example of this brought to light by New York Governor Andrew 

Cuomo.  In a press briefing the end of April, he shared a letter that he received from Dennis and 

Sharon Ruhnke.  Dennis is a retired farmer in Kansas.  He heard about the medical crisis in New 

York State, some 1200 miles away and decided to do something.  He had 5 N-95 masks.  He kept 

four for his own family, but mailed the extra one to New York.  He didn’t know anyone there 

and didn’t know how to get it to the medical personnel.  So he sent it to Governor Cuomo.  He 

didn’t do this for attention or accolades, he just wanted to help. 

 

His selfless act of kindness became national news when Governor Cuomo shared his actions with 

the world.  Where does such kindness come from?  What compels someone to respond to a need?  

I don’t know Dennis Ruhnke, but I don’t think his kindness began that day when he put an extra 

mask into an envelop and mailed it to New York in the hopes it might save a life.  Such actions 

come from deep within one.  The seeds for this kindness were sown many years previously and I 

suspect they have been spreading their goodness in many quiet ways. 

 

It came to light this week that Dennis Ruhnke dropped out of Kansas State University in 1971.  

He left college 2 credits short of completing his degree because his father died.  Dennis returned 

to the family farm to care for his mother and siblings.  That close to finishing his degree and 

fulfilling his dream, but there was a need and he made the sacrifice to care for his loved ones.  

Kansas State University contacted Dennis this week to award him an honorary bachelor’s degree, 

almost 40 years after he had to drop out.   

 

Dennis’ story points out how those foundational parts of our lives can guide our actions.  He 

didn’t wake up in April and say, “I think I might do a good deed today.”  It was a part of who he 

was.  It was a way of life.  Were it not for the national publicity, something he didn’t seek out, 

we would never know about his kindness.  But his acts of kindness have inspired others to ask, 

“how might I be of help in this time?”  And that is how the seeds get planted. 

 

Our lives are built upon the foundations of those who have inspired us, those who have taught us, 

those who have quietly lived lives of exceptional service to others.  Their actions become the 

bedrock upon which we stand and from which we build our future.   

 

The scriptures tell us that the teachings of Jesus are the cornerstone upon which we can build a 

healthy and loving future together.  His actions inspire and guide us today.  As the old adage puts 

it, we find ourselves asking, “What would Jesus do?”  Though the scriptures have no 



recommendations about how to handle a pandemic, there is much there about how to care for one 

another, how to live selflessly and generously, how to treat others with dignity and respect.   

 

Today my heart is filled with gratitude.  I am thankful for the mother’s who set a solid 

foundation of love and kindness for all of us to see.  I am thankful for the sowers of seeds, like 

Dennis Ruhnke and all the people reaching out in whatever ways they can to ease the suffering 

and care for people near and far.  I am thankful for a community of faith that brings us together 

as God’s holy people to learn and serve together.  And I am grateful for that cornerstone, the 

example of Jesus, that continues to guide and inspire our lives in meaningful ways. 


