
Dear Friend,  

The quarantine has changed the focus of our monthly newsletter. In most months, this would be a 
means of communicating the events at our church. That is the purpose of a newsletter. But what 
becomes the purpose of a newsletter when most events have been postponed or cancelled? There 
are some events that we want to share with you in this newsletter. But this is also an opportunity 
to share good news, some updates on ministries, some important acts of kindness that otherwise 
might have been overlooked. 

I have noticed more and more of this in our national media. Actor John Krasinksi, most noted for 
his work as Jim Halpert on the television show, The Office, has been doing a weekly segment from 
his home featuring feel-good stories. Most of the stories are about good things happening in the 
world. There have also been many stories in the news about people going out of their way to be 
kind to one another. Following his grandmother’s death, comedian Michael Che of Saturday Night 
Live paid a month’s rent for all the residents in his grandmother’s apartments. Closer to home, in 
nearby Fortville, Indiana, an anonymous donor paid the April water and sewer bills for all the      
residents of that town. It is estimated that this came to over $210,000 for the 4000 residents of 
that small town. 

We need those good stories. They are a healthy balance to the tragic and fearful stories that    
dominate our media and social media. These are not a replacement from the need to be             
well-informed about the state of affairs in our world, but they provide a buffer that helps us digest 
all that we are seeing, hearing and reading. So, in that spirit, we don’t have a lot of activities to 
share in this newsletter. But we have some heartwarming stories, some good news. And we offer 
that to you this month. 

Pace bene, 

Howard   



There's lots of great things happening with our youth and families!   

As many of you know, we were able to work together across the distance to make two beautiful 
mosaic pieces for Easter. Many people from our congregation participated in the project from the 
very young to the young at heart! We will hang on to this artwork so you can see it in person when 
we resume gathering together physically. I'm so thankful for all who shared their time and talent 
with us in this way.  
 
Our youth and confirmation students have continued 
meeting via Zoom each week. Our Brady Bunch style 
groups have allowed us to spend time with each other, 
encourage one another, and    continue on the path of 
learning. In some ways, I'm finding the online teaching 
method is even more effective for what we're doing in 
Confirmation. Though we are sad about all the        
postponements and constant changes to beloved      
activities, our  students are engaged and supporting 
one another well.  
 
 
If you want to see more of what's happening for our youth and families, follow our daily posts on 
both the FUMC Family Facebook (@fumcfamily) and Youth Instagram (@firstumcyouth) accounts. 
There are thought-provoking questions, helpful activities and resources, as well as spiritual       
practices and prayers to be found. Don't miss Story Saturday and the Children's Moment each 
week as well! Join us for some virtual community beneficial for people of all ages.  
 
 
Have you or a family member graduated from an educational institution since May 2019?  If you 
were not honored at last year’s graduation Sunday, let us know!  Please fill out the Google Form to 
have your information included this year: https://forms.gle/7xY7bVU2yZHLUyVs7. 

Youth and Family News 

https://forms.gle/7xY7bVU2yZHLUyVs7


Music Notes 

Until the word from the governor about changes to the shelter at home procedures after May 1, all 
music rehearsals are still on hold.  Hopefully things will change after that date and after you receive 
this newsletter.  I will be contacting you as soon as I know more.  Until then please pray for our 
church and all those who are affected by this pandemic. 

The Fridays@Friday Concert scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2020 has also been canceled.  We will try 
to reschedule these wonderful performers in the near future.  

I want to give a big thank you to our custodial staff for their work on the music center.  I can’t wait 
for you to see our clean, bright and shiny rehearsal space. 

Also, a big thank you to Janie Gordon and the Gambrel family for their special music in our live 
stream worship services in April.  I also want to thank our organist, Erik Matson, who weekly sends 
us his musical contributions from his home outside Chicago.  They have added so much to our live 
stream services.  And finally my hat is off to Steve Hood and Tom Bailey for their technical           
expertise that has helped this amateur “tech geek” through this process. 

As I reflect upon the last month I must share with you how much I miss making music with and for 
the members of FUMC.  It is my privilege to be a part of such a wonderful “family.”  I pray each day 
that we soon may be experiencing music in person again at FUMC and again thank everyone who 
has been a part of making our live stream services possible. 

May Book Club 

We were able to hold the April book club discussion via Zoom. We 
will do this again in May as we discuss “Little Faith” by Nickolas  
Butler. This novel was recommended because it deals with a family 
of three generations managing very different perspectives about 
faith. The author manages to offer a respectful accounting of all the 
characters as they deal with this struggle. We will meet online on 
Sunday, May 17th at 6:00 p.m. for our discussion. You can          
purchase this book by contacting Viewpoint Books here in            
Columbus. They offer a pick-up service at their doors or a delivery 
option to your home! Please watch the Monday devotion for more 
details about joining the discussion or contact Rev. Boles to receive 
a direct invitation. 

Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through 
June 2020. 

mailto:hboles@fumccolumbus.org
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/


Learning Tree Preschool  
  
While the classrooms at Learning Tree are closed the teachers 
and children have still been connecting!  BLOOMZ is a closed 
virtual parent communication app that the teachers have   
utilized to send a variety of educational and fun projects,   
activities and experiments for parents to engage with their 
children.  Teachers have been able to send links to story time 
at the Bartholomew County Library, and exhibits and tours of 
zoos and museums.  While the country is running on ZOOM 
meetings, LTP has used ZOOM to help classrooms               
connect.  Miss Teresa shared the following about her PRK 
class and  Zoom.  “Today was our first Zoom meeting.  It was 
full of excitement, laughter, love and chaos.  The kids enjoyed 
seeing their friends and teachers.  The teachers loved seeing 

and hearing the excitement as the children shared what they have been doing in their time away 
from school.  It was exactly what we all needed during this time.” Teachers have also dropped off 
packets at the children’s homes and waved to them from the appropriate distance.  Parents have 
shown their appreciation in many ways with cards, texts, and emails.  We will continue to connect 
through May 20, our last scheduled day.  



LTP Continued 

Annual Conference 
 
The 2020 Indiana Annual Conference Session, originally scheduled June 11-13, 2020, has been 
postponed and redesigned to be two one-day sessions.  The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in 
government officials mandating “stay at home orders,” prohibiting group gatherings.  It is           
expected, yet not confirmed, that gatherings with a large number of people will be possible in the 
future.  Bishops in The United Methodist Church have instructed us to remain faithful in being the 
Church while following the orders of state officials.  There is a need to do the essential work of    
Annual Conference without putting lives at risk.  It is their belief that one-day gatherings that allow 
for social distancing will be possible.  The first session is on August 15, 2020.  The second session is 
on October 10, 2020.  The General Conference for the United Methodist Church had been     
scheduled to occur in May 2020 has been postponed to a yet to be determined date in 
2021. Details and more information will be shared as it becomes available.  For now, let us be in 
prayer and continue to BE the Church, living as people of the resurrection. 



More News 

I am truly grateful for the work of Kevin Butler to enable us to broadcast our worship services live 
on Facebook. This has been a meaningful way for our congregation to remain connected during 
this time. But we have also witnessed an unexpected response. There are many beyond our usual    
congregation who are watching and enjoying these services. We have two families in England, one 
in Germany and several others throughout the U.S. who have been joining us for worship. 

 
During these challenging times, we have continued to offer Hot Meals every Monday from the 
church.  On March 16, Hot Meals began as carry out only.  Volunteers wear masks and gloves to 
stay safe and a table at the door helps provide some separation.  We begin serving when the first 
person arrives (as early as 4:15) and continue until 6:00.  Many ask for multiple meals for family 
members or neighbors.  The first week we served around 50 meals, last week we served 140!  We 
have found people extremely grateful (especially for the milk) and seen many new faces.  We are 
happy for the opportunity to keep serving and thankful for the help of our high school / college / 
young adult children who have helped fill in for many who should not be out.  They all agree it is 
the perfect way to break quarantine and feel good about it!  A few weeks ago, one of the recipients 
of these meals indicated that he had just been laid off from his place of employment.  He was 
grateful for the meal to take home to his family.  Likewise, we have been delivering meals to the 
residents at Turning Point women’s shelter.  They have expressed appreciation for this thoughtful 
gesture.  



Community Response 

What happens when there is a need in the community?  A healthy community is one where people 
pitch in to help.  The need of one is the need of many.  When one is hurting, we are all hurting and 
when we make a difference in one small area, we make a difference well beyond that small area.  
So when Columbus Regional Hospital had a need, they asked the community.  Face masks were in 
short supply and this was something the community could help with.  They emailed churches (and 
likely other groups and organizations) asking for help.  I shared this urgent need with our             
congregation and your response was incredible.  Barely had the message gone out when I received 
emails from several folks saying they were going to help.  One family indicated that they had       
already been making masks for other family members but would shift to donate more to the      
hospital.  Another member called soon after receiving the email.  She did not have the materials 
and was not physically able to make masks, but she called to offer financial support if anyone  
needed help purchasing materials.  Another member called to say that he had the capacity to make 
facial shields using a 3-D printer.  We were able to connect him to volunteer services at the        
hospital.  I hear those kinds of stories repeatedly.  When there is a need, people quietly respond, 
offering their time and talents and resources to help one another.  It is wonderful to be a part of 
such a loving and supportive community. 

Our Church Family 

 
The church mourns the loss of Mary Ann Coffman and John Bornhorst. 
 

 
 

Stay Up-to-Date 

In this time of stay-in-place orders, communication is vital.  We are working to provide the best 
ways to keep you informed about the activities of the church.  We offer both a mailed and emailed 
version of the monthly newsletter.  If you prefer to receive this newsletter in a different format 
(emailed instead of mailed or vice versa) please let us know.  Every Monday morning, Rev. Boles 
sends out a devotional.  If you would like to be added to that list (emailed or mailed), let us know. 
  
To watch our 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning live stream services: 
• Log into your Facebook account 
• Search for Columbus First United Methodist Church and click on their page 
• Scroll down until you see the live stream video 
 
These services can also be viewed on the church website anytime by clicking here.  Or, go to the 
church website at www.fumccolumbus.org, click on the blue banner to be redirected to our        
updates page, and click on the video you wish to view. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/response-to-covid-19/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   
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Worship Services:   
Livestream via our Facebook page 

(@columbusfumc) Sunday mornings at 10:00 
a.m. (until further notice) 

 
  

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday (may vary due to   
Covid-19 restrictions; call the office and leave a    

message) 
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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