
Dear Friend,  

There is an old joke told with many variations.  Here is one example.  A preacher was speaking 
against the sin of stealing.  The folks who were seated in the front pews shouted “Amen” and cast 
an eye toward some folks they felt needed to hear that message. 

Then the pastor started preaching against the sin of lust.  Again these do-gooders in front shouted 
“Amen” and cast a glance at a few folks in the congregation.   

Then the pastor started preaching against the sin of gossip and the group in the front exclaimed, 
“Now he’s gone from preaching to meddling.” 

Safe sermons are those that seem intended for other people.  But sometimes even the sermon we 
think is aimed at someone else, may in fact be a message to any of us. 

A few weeks ago I preached about the need to be open to lifelong learning. This seemed pretty 
safe to me at the time.  I love to read, love to learn new things, find such challenges to be            
enjoyable.  But the past few weeks have necessitated new learnings.  And, to be honest, these 
have been difficult times. 

All pastors and all churches have had to learn new ways of interacting with one another.  On March 
15th, churches throughout the nation had to learn how to livestream or offer videotaped services.  I 
did not feel I was well-qualified for this and struggled to learn how to do it well.  I continue to 
watch and learn because this is the best way to offer worship while maintaining the healthy   
standards to minimize the spread of the corona virus. 

For some laymembers this has meant learning new technology as well to be able to connect to 
church webpages and streaming worship.  We are all learning new tools.  And with such learning 
often comes struggles, frustrations, disappointments.  We might wish that there was another way, 
but for the time being, this is what we need to do.   

Learning new skills, especially when they are not the tasks we might have chosen to learn, can be 
difficult.  Throughout our history, the church has had to learn and adapt and adjust.  This is one 
more instance in that process.  Amid all these changes, please let us know what works well for you, 
what we can do better and how we can be of help.   

 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 
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Sunday School 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes 
Deep Blue Little Ones—Toddlers and Young Preschoolers 
Room 310 
Little ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are to God. 
 
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 
Room 314 
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of the     
story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an activity such as an 
art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own. 
 
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade 
Room 313 
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated   
video storytelling, and active games—all combined into a living-faith experience that will help   
children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today! 
 
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation) 
Room 312 
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United Methodist  
tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and unpacking their 
understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation. 
 
High School Sunday School 
Room 316 
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss how 
these current events intersect with their lives. 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
Digging into the Bible 
Room 116 
April 5—No Class 
April 12—No Class 
April 19 and 26—See the church website and Facebook page, and look for communications from 
the church for updates on when classes and services will start back up. 
 
Men and Women of Faith 
Room 124 
April 5—No Class 
April 12—No Class 
April 19 and 26—See the church website and Facebook page, and look for communications from 
the church for updates on when classes and services will start back up. 



Traveler’s Class 
Blue Room (Room 216) 

April 5—No Class 
April 12—No Class 
April 19—We will revisit the study Living the Questions 2.0: An Introduction to Progressive       
Christianity, with a focus on Prayer: Intimacy with God.  "The idea of prayer as the primary    meth-
od of interaction with God is best thought of as a way of life rather than an activity reserved for 
specific times, places, and formulas.”  Amanda Roggow will facilitate. 
April 26—Embracing Mystery.  "Christian practice is being re-visioned, re-tooled, and reclaimed by 
those who are living the questions of their faith.  They're attentive to ancient ways, comfortable 
with ambiguity, and open to the unknowable and indescribable mystery of the Divine".  JoAnne 
Rother will lead the discussion. 

The youth are getting organized for their trip to Alive this summer.  We area headed to Lake Park in 
Ohio to enjoy the Alive festival and two days of volunteering beforehand.  Last year, the students 
pitched in with different projects happening at JIM’s Place and Friends of the Homeless of          
Tuscawaras County in New Philadelphia and Canton Calvary Mission.  In the middle of it all we    
enjoy all the fun of camping and spending time together!  All students entering 7th grade in August 
through college are invited to attend.  It costs $150 to hold your spot if you register by April 1st.         

 

Registration link:  http://tiny.cc/alive2020  

http://tiny.cc/alive2020


Fridays@First 

The April 3rd concert with Echoing Air has been cancelled 
and hopefully will be rescheduled in the fall. The May and 
June concerts are still on but please check our Facebook 
page and the church website for continuing updates. We 
hope to resume this important music ministry as soon as we 
are able. 

Music Rehearsals 

All music rehearsals are suspended until further notice. We will resume as soon as we are given 
the okay. Please check your email for updates and check-ins. Please be in contact with each other 
to make sure everyone is doing okay during these troubled times. Please know that we miss you 
and cannot wait to make music with you again. 

 

Music Therapy 

Music is a valuable tool in influencing our mood and well being. I encourage you to listen to music 
in any way you can to help you through these trying times. Give yourself the gift of music and 
share it with your family and friends. Music can uplift the soul and now is the time we need to be 
lifted up! 

There are many contingencies that make it difficult to know what may happen in the coming weeks 
and months.  At this point, we have made the decision to postpone Smorgasbord.  We will continue 
to consider the possibility of offering this important meal later in the year.  

Smorgasbord 



Learning Tree Preschool had a successful Art Show, with the students displaying works related to 
the “Shoot for the Moon” theme. 
   
Following the lead of the Bartholomew County School Corporation, Learning Tree will not resume 
until at least May 1.   

April Book Club 

The selection for the April book club is J. Ryan Stradal’s novel, “Kitchens of 
the Great Midwest.”  In each chapter, you will meet one character and a 
unique recipe (or spice) that becomes connected to the larger story.  The 
format indicates how we gain something from each encounter, like the  
ingredients in a recipe, that enhances the overall dish.  The book club is 
scheduled to meet on Sunday, April 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the church library. 
 
Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through June 
2020. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/


Our Church Family 

 
Elliot Pauwel Pinkston was born on January 26, 2020.  Parents are Steven 
and Emilie Pinkston.  Congratulations to the family! 

Mia Rose Velasquez was born on March 17, 2020.  Parents are Rudolfo 
and Kelli Velasquez.  Congratulations to the family! 

The church mourns the loss of Doris Hoffman. 
 

Letter from the Editor 

As you are all aware, life has been pretty different and stressful for the past few weeks.  With so 
many cancellations, closings, postponements, and limited social interactions, it’s difficult to    
maintain a “normal routine.”  I’m thankful for the people that are working to provide a sense of 
normalcy through live streaming services, uploading videos and messages to Facebook, and doing 
what they can to safely allow us to experience worship and social engagement during this time.  
That’s why I wanted to get the April Spire out.  Even though there wasn’t as much as usual to    
report, I wanted to do what I could to keep this month as normal as possible.  I will add a caveat: 
upcoming events are subject to change.  With more and more updates coming in regularly, it’s 
possible that our “stay-at-home” ordinance might last longer and affect more gatherings.  I just 
ask for your patience as we work to adjust to these new circumstances.  We will do our best to 
keep you all informed and up-to-date with what’s going on at FUMC.  Thank you, and stay safe 
and healthy! 

Daron 
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Worship Services:   
Traditional 9:00 a.m. and  

The Table 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday School & 
Coffee Connections:  10:10 a.m. 

  
Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday 
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 
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