
Dear Friend,  

The General Conference, the governing body of the United Methodist Church, will meet in         
Minneapolis, Minnesota on May 5-15th to worship, pray and set official policies for the                  
denomination.  A total of 862 delegates have been elected from Annual Conferences around the 
world.  Approximately 56% of the delegates are from the United States and 44% are international 
delegates.  There will be an equal number of lay members and clergy represented. 

Although this is a time for worship and prayer, there has been much hype leading up to this event 
surrounding proposed legislation to come before the gathering.  One of those proposals, called 
“The Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation” received national publicity when it 
was released at the beginning of the year.  This legislation seeks to resolve seemingly irreconcilable 
differences by enabling the church to split into at least two different factions.   

The Protocol is but one of several pieces of legislation that will come before the General             
Conference delegates.  There are other proposals, but at this time, The Protocol seems to be the 
legislation that is garnering the most support.  The legislation was drafted by a diverse group of 
leaders representing conservative, centrist and progressive voices in the church.   

There have been many questions about this proposal and what it would mean for the local church.  
Explanations would take more space than this newsletter or a general letter could provide.  Even 
then, there would likely be many questions.   

To help explain the proposals coming to the General Conference, we will be offering a special event 
on Sunday March 8th to discuss the legislation.  We will begin in the Fellowship Hall with a time for 
snacks and fellowship from 5-5:30.  Then we will move to the sanctuary and begin at 5:30 p.m.   

There are several reasons we are doing this.  For one, amid all the questions and uncertainties, we 
want to offer the best information to all who are able to attend.  We will include time for questions 
and I will remain when the event concludes in case anyone wants to chat further.  We want to do 
this on Sunday night rather than Sunday between worship services so that no one feels rushed.  
We’ll patiently explain what we know at this time and answer all questions to the best of our     
ability.  By doing this on Sunday evening, we want this to be something unique.  There will be no 
votes, no decisions made at this time because there are no decisions to be made.  This will be a 
time to fellowship, worship and learn together.  At this time, we will also lay out a timeline of     
future events so that we know what is on the horizon. 

I hope that you will join us for this important event.  Again, the gathering will be held on Sunday 
March 8th, with snacks and fellowship time from 5:00-5:30 with the conversation to begin at 5:30 
p.m. in the sanctuary. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 

The Spire 

March 2020 

First United Methodist Church 



Sunday School 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes 
Deep Blue Little Ones—Toddlers and Young Preschoolers 
Room 310 
Little ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are to God. 
 
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 
Room 314 
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of the     
story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an activity such as an 
art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own. 
 
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade 
Room 313 
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated   
video storytelling, and active games—all combined into a living-faith experience that will help   
children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today! 
 
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation) 
Room 312 
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United Methodist  
tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and unpacking their 
understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation. 
 
High School Sunday School 
Room 316 
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss how 
these current events intersect with their lives. 
 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
Digging into the Bible 
Room 116 
We will be doing a Lenten study entitled “The Creed,” by Adam Hamilton.  This study focuses on 
the Apostles’ Creed and its meaning.  All are welcome. 
 
Men and Women of Faith 
Room 124 

Men and Women of Faith will begin a six week Lenten study, “Jesus: The God Who Knows Your 
Name,” by Max Lucado.  By learning more about the person Jesus was and is, we come to             
understand more clearly the people we were created to be.  All are welcome. 



Traveler’s Class 
Fellowship Hall 

We will join Pastor Howard in Fellowship Hall as he leads the Lenten study “Entering the Passion of 
Jesus,” by Amy-Jill Levine.  The class will meet from March 1st—April 5th. 

All children and youth are invited to participate in the Palm Sunday service (April 5th).  We will be 
meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the Music Center on March 22nd and 29th to practice the song we will be 
singing.  Join us in leading the celebration of this joyous day!   
 
 
We had a successful Parent’s Night Out in February and will be doing more in the near future as 
fundraisers for Alive.  We just completed a Texas Roadhouse Rolls and gift cards sale to support 
our trip.  Keep your eyes on the bulletin and social media for more updates on ways you can help 
our students have an amazing week of service, fellowship, and fun this summer!  

Youth News 



The youth are getting organized for their trip to Alive this summer.  We area headed to Lake Park in 
Ohio to enjoy the Alive festival and two days of volunteering beforehand.  Last year, the students 
pitched in with different projects happening at JIM’s Place and Friends of the Homeless of          
Tuscawaras County in New Philadelphia and Canton Calvary Mission.  In the middle of it all we    
enjoy all the fun of camping and spending time together!  All students entering 7th grade in August 
through college are invited to attend.  It costs $150 to hold your spot if you register by April 1st.         

 

Registration link:  http://tiny.cc/alive2020  

http://tiny.cc/alive2020


 

 

 

 

Learning Tree Preschool 

THANK YOU to everyone who has donated to the 
Love a Child Scholarship Fund.  To date we have 
raised over $8000, including donations from the 
Valentine’s Day Vow Renewal.  We had 13 couples 
attend a brief ceremony in the chapel, some of 
whom were from the community and first time   
visitors to First United Methodist Church.  Your  
generosity allows Learning Tree to assist               
approximately 15 students each year.  Each family 
brings a different story but all have the same desire 
to have their child be able to have a strong start to 
their school career.  You are helping make that  
happen.  Contributions are accepted throughout 
the year.  Again, thank you for your  continued   
support to Learning Tree Preschool.  

LTP Art Show 

You are invited to attend the Learning Tree Preschool Annual Art Show.  Enjoy a walk through the   
galaxy of students’ artwork. 

“Shoot for the moon.  Even if you miss, 

you’ll land among the stars.” 

LTP Art show 

Thursday, March 5   

6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) depends on contributions from offerings like 
UMCOR Sunday to keep operations strong so that they can respond as soon as a disaster strikes. 
And because this offering supports overhead costs when a disaster occurs, 100% of donations go 
where they are most needed. On UMCOR Sunday, United Methodist Congregations can give to help 
continue the support of this life-giving ministry. There will be special envelopes in the Sunday, 
March 22 bulletin for donations. Please write checks to FUMC with UMCOR on the memo line.   
 
Are you interested in becoming a member at First UMC?  We will be receiving new members on 
Sunday, March 8th at both services.  There is no preliminary class to attend.  If you are interested, 
please contact one of the pastors to let us know. 
 
Throughout February we asked attendees at the 11:00 a.m. service to provide us with some      
feedback through a survey.  These surveys have been tabulated and we would like to share the 
findings.  There will be a luncheon conversation on Sunday, March 8th immediately following the 
service, around noon.  We invite you to join us for lunch and a discussion about the results. 

UMCOR Sunday—March 22 

Through your generous gift, you share the       
goodness of life with those who hurt.  

On Sunday, March 
15, we will be     
packing lunches for 
NoEL in between  
services.  If you 

would like to help, come down to      
Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m.  If you would 
like to help deliver the week of March 
16th, contact Marty Arnett at             
812-603-4456.  

Support First Church by shopping at 
smile.amazon.com.  Same exact low  
prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience with the added  
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to our church. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fridays@First 

April 3 – Echoing Air (Early Music Ensemble) – 7:00 pm 

Sunday, April 26 – Janie Gordon Studio recital – 2:00 pm 

May 8 – Schumann Piano Concert – Dominic Muzzi, Piano & 
Jia-Rong Gan, Violin – 7:00 pm 

June 5 – An Tran, Classical Guitar – 7:00 pm 

Echoing Air 

Echoing Air, Inc. was founded in 2009 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit ensemble dedicated to the            
exploration of and advocacy for music that features the pairing of 2 countertenor voices with 2 
recorders and basso continuo. The name “Echoing Air” reflects the aspects of pairings of voices in 
duets and imitation, and is a quote from a famous song by Henry Purcell, who was perhaps the 
greatest English Baroque composer, “Hark, the Echoing Air”. Since its inception, the ensemble has 
undertaken many tours of the United States, including performances in Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Missouri, Nebraska, and Arizona. 

Since its formation, Echoing Air has greatly expanded its repertoire to include Baroque music of all 
parts of Europe, music of the Renaissance, music of the Gaelic traditions of Scotland and Ireland, 
and contemporary 20th and 21st Century compositions featuring singers with Baroque period   
instruments. As his doctoral dissertation at FSU, Echoing Air founder Steven Rickards compiled a 
compendium of contemporary repertoire written for the countertenor. Echoing Air has had the 
privilege to perform, and in some cases, premier pieces by modern composers, some of which 
have been composed specifically for the ensemble.  

Echoing Air has a fervent commitment to education. Ensemble members are all educators with a 
passion for working with students. Particularly in the present day where music is so often being 
cut from budgets, Echoing Air enjoys bringing our joy for what we do into the schools from        
preschool through graduate school. Dr. Rickards also expanded the ensemble’s outreach and  
community presence by inviting selected local teen singers to participate in the Echoing Air Vocal 
Ensemble in a project of collaboration with the Peabody Consort in the Indianapolis Early Music 
Festival of 2017. As an ensemble, we are ambassadors for our art, instruments, and music,     
opening doors of new experience and understanding to the audience and performers of             
tomorrow. 

For more information go to:  echoingair.org 

Lent & Easter 

As always, Lent and Easter are a wonderful time for music in the church year.  Whether it is the  
children singing and waving their palms on Palm Sunday, (April 5—look for information about      
rehearsals for this elsewhere in the Spire), the dramatic reverence of Maundy Thursday (April 9) 
and Good Friday (April 10), or the triumphant blaring of the Brass Quintet at both services          

http://www.echoingair.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter morning (April 12), music at this time of year is as varied and inspirational as it can be.  We 
would love for you to be involved either by bringing your children or grandchildren to the            
rehearsals for Palm Sunday, playing in the Chancel Ringers, singing with the Chancel Choir or just 
be being present at any or all of these services and being moved by the music!  See Kevin Butler or 
any member of the music team for more information!  

A Plea for Your Help 

Fridays@First was created as a mission of the music department to bring new people to the church 
through a series of arts events that would be free and open to the community.  At every event we 
have had, someone new always comes to me and comments on a what a beautiful place First   
United Methodist Church is and thanking me for having these events.  Unfortunately, these events 
do cost money and the source of revenue for them is the money we collect at the event.  So far, 
the cost is outpacing the donations we are collecting.  At the end of 2020, we will be taking a long 
hard look at whether to continue this mission.  I would like to ask you to help us continue this    
mission by coming to our events, inviting friends, bringing friends and encouraging people  
throughout the community to attend our events and to support them financially, if at all possible.  
If you have ideas that would help us continue this mission, please let me know.  I am always looking 
for new ideas. 

Thank you for your support of this mission and the music program of FUMC! 

We need your help.  We are needing volunteers to help the week of Smorgasbord.  We will be   

having carryout and delivery available again this year, so we will need help in the church office   

answering the phone.  We continue to need financial support, volunteers who donate food or 

handmade items, prayer warriors, and you, the members of our congregational family.  Invite all 

your friends and family to come Thursday and Friday.  Please check the list of chairmen and contact 

them to see how you may help.  You make Smorgasbord a success.  Remember, all the money goes 

to support First United Methodist missions globally (Guatemala, Democratic Republic of Congo,     

Lithuania), locally (Housing Partnerships, Just Friends, Volunteers in Medicine) and church and 

community (Hot Meals, NoEL, and Love Chapel).  Volunteer forms are available at the sanctuary 

entrances or in the church office. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



United Methodist Women 
Miriam Circle 
Miriam Circle did not meet in February.  Their next meeting will be March 18, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Blue Room.  

Naomi Circle 
Naomi Circle did not meet in February.  Their next meeting will be held March 9, 2020, with Mary 
Lu Fouts as hostess. 

March Book Club 

The March selection for the Book Club is “The Giver of Stars” by 
Jojo Moyes. This work of historical fiction, tells the story of five  
remarkable women who volunteer to deliver books in rural       
Kentucky.  We will discuss this novel on Sunday, March 15th at 6:00 
p.m. in the church library.  

Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through 
June 2020. 

Columbarium 

The columbarium has been installed, and we are already 
having people purchase niches.  If you are interested, please 
contact Tammy Fields in the church office at 812-378-2826.  

There are brochures available in the church with more     
information about the columbarium, or click on the link to 

learn more.               
Columbarium 

March at a Glance 

Every month Pastor Sarah publishes a brochure highlighting the various groups that meet and   
studies that happen at FUMC.  Pick up a brochure in the church, or click the link to see what’s     
happening this month!                                        

March at a Glance 

Lenten Devotional Videos 

We are going to try something different for Lent this year.  In previous years, there has been a    
midweek Lenten service in the chapel.  While well received by attendees, last year we videotaped 
the services and posted them on Facebook.  The Facebook postings received a lot of comments and 
support.  So, this year, Rev. Boles will be posting a devotional video each week in Lent, beginning in 
March.  These will be filmed in various locations and will be a compliment to the devotional      
booklets about the environment and creation care.  Watch for these videos and be sure to like and 
share them on your Facebook page. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/columbarium/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/at-a-glance/


Our Church Family 

 

 
 
The church mourns the loss of Jean Patrick and Wayne Crippen. 
 

 
 
 

Daylight Savings is Sunday, March 8.  Don’t 

forget to “spring forward” one hour! 

Memorial Easter Flowers will be for sale again 

this year.  We are offering tulips, hyacinths,   

daffodils, and lilies for purchase.  All   flowers are 

$10.00.  Any extra money will donated to the 

Lebanon Children’s Home (if you wish to only 

make a donation to the Children’s Home, you 

may).  The deadline for ordering is Sunday, 

March 22.  Order forms are available at the   

sanctuary entrances, and may be completed and 

returned to the church office. 





First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201 
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Traditional 9:00 a.m. and  

The Table 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday School & 
Coffee Connections:  10:10 a.m. 

  
Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday 
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

