
Dear Friend,  

In any book that I read, I often find unexpected connections to spiritual matters.  This isn’t           
surprising since many of the great works deal with topics like love, trust, hope, faith…topics that 
have deep importance to our spiritual life. 

The January book club selection, although it dealt with how a community responded to unexpected 
tragedies, had some surprising insights for the church.  We read Jim Defede’s book, “The Day the 
World Came to Town” which tells the story of the grounding of international flights into the U.S. on 
September 11th.  As news of the tragedies began to unfold, all flights throughout the U.S. were   
ordered to land at the nearest airport.  Many international flights into the Eastern U.S. were       
diverted to a former military airport in Gander Newfoundland.  Though suitable for the landing and 
storage of airplanes, the town of Gander and its surrounding communities were not well-equipped 
to handle thousands of unexpected travelers.  The book describes how they provided care and  
hospitality to these travelers. 

The community immediately jumped into action.  They filled churches, community centers and any 
available space to provide emergency lodging.  They brought food and beverages at their own    
expense.  They repeatedly stopped by the centers to ask who wanted to come to their home to 
take a shower.  They donated clothing.  When the locals saw people walking, they stopped to offer 
them a ride.  Page after page describes how they anticipated the needs and provided care for these 
travelers among them. 

As I read these accounts, I kept thinking about our ministry of hospitality as a church.  How do we 
anticipate the needs of those in our community?  There are some tangible examples of this.  We 
have ushers and greeters to welcome people and make them feel at home.  We have a well-staffed 
nursery and loving care for those who bring children to worship.  A few Sundays ago, I saw one of 
our senior members escorting a new family to the children’s Sunday school classes.  These are 
some of the ways we provide hospitality on Sunday mornings. 

There are some things we do very well.  But, there are also places where we can improve.  I find 
myself pondering how we reach out before someone walks into the doors to ask, “Who needs to 
experience God’s love today?”  I find myself wondering how we anticipate the needs even before 
someone asks.   

Hospitality is kindness and compassion in action.  It is offered with no strings attached.  While  
reading the book, I was aware that this brief kindness would never be repaid, nor was it expected.  
The locals were looking for nothing in return, just doing what they understood to be right.  May 
that spirit guide our hospitality in the church and throughout the community. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard 



Sunday School 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes 
Deep Blue Little Ones—Toddlers and Young Preschoolers 
Room 310 
Little ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are to God. 
 
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 
Room 314 
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of the     
story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an activity such as an 
art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own. 
 
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade 
Room 313 
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated   
video storytelling, and active games—all combined into a living-faith experience that will help   
children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today! 
 
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation) 
Room 312 
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United Methodist  
tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and unpacking their 
understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation. 
 
High School Sunday School 
Room 316 
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss how 
these current events intersect with their lives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
Digging into the Bible 
Room 116 
We will continue to watch episodes of The Andy Griffith Show and discuss the biblical themes 
throughout. 



Traveler’s Class 
Blue Room (Room 216) 

 

We begin a new Living the Questions 2.0 study on Feb. 2.  It is "An Introduction 
to Progressive Christianity" and will run for the first 3 Sundays of Feb. (2, 9, 16), 
but will take a break for Chocolate Sunday February 23rd.  Each session stands 
alone, so anyone is welcome on any Sunday. 

"Living the Questions seeks not to provide easy answers, but to be a resource 
for people who are in the midst of a life-long conversation about the mysteries 
of faith and life". 

 

February 2: A Kingdom Without Walls—The good news of the gospel tells of a radical hospitality 
where boundaries, barriers, and walls are overcome by a grace that knows no bounds.  Is that  
possible? 

February 9: Social Justice: Realizing God's Vision—Being a person of faith demands balancing  
spiritual pursuits with action.  In a society which is often unjust, inequitable, and whose very   
structures are responsible for generating untold suffering and poverty, we are compelled to      
pursue social justice as an expression of hope in realizing a better world.  How?  Where?  How 
much? 

February 16: Incarnation: Distinctly Human—The meaning of the incarnation has been debated 
since the beginning of Christianity.  Although often associated with Jesus alone, the notion of               
incarnation can be understood most fully when it also includes Jesus' followers, called, like Jesus, 
to embody the Spirit in divinely human ways.  Does that mean me? 

February 23: Chocolate Sunday—We'll join others in Fellowship Hall for this yummy FUMC         
tradition on the last Sunday before Lent.  No class in the Blue Room.  

Men and Women of Faith 
Room 124 
February 2, 9, and 16—Reverend Sarah 
Campbell will lead the discussion over the 
Chris Folmsbee study, The Wesley           
Challenge: 21 Days to a More Authentic 
Faith.   
February 23—Watch the bulletin for         
updated information. 



In order to keep the cost low for the Alive trip, the youth will be participating in several             
fundraisers.  The first of which is Parent’s Night Out on February 7th, from 5:30pm-8:30pm.  Our  
students will provide a safe and fun environment for kids with fun including crafts, activities, and a 
movie.  There is a suggested donation of $10 per child for the evening.  Don’t miss out on this great 
opportunity to go out early for Valentine’s Day and beat the crowds!  Pre-registration is required 
by February 3rd and must be confirmed by Jen Riddle.                                                                                                      

Registration link: https://forms.gle/SJwdkTh2pGdtyRKz9 

Our youth are beginning to prepare for their trip to the Alive Festival in July.  Our week-long trip 
will be July 14-20 and will include camping adventures, volunteering at several different sites,  
quality time with friends both new and old, deepening relationships with God, and a weekend full 
of Christian music.  A planning meeting for those interested in attending Alive will be held on      
February 9th at 4:30pm in the senior high youth room.  Any student entering 7th grade in August 
2020 through college are welcome to come on the trip with us!  If you register by April 1st, the    
registration fee is $150.  April 2nd and after, the fee is $200.  

Registration link: http://tiny.cc/alive2020 

Youth News 

https://forms.gle/SJwdkTh2pGdtyRKz9
http://tiny.cc/alive2020


 

Our children and youth did a tremendous job helping out at First Cares, packing meals, decorating 
creative cards for our VIPs and those serving in our military, tying blankets and making stuffed  
animals, as well as helping the folks at the Bartholomew County Humane Society. Thank you to all 
the kids and parents for their hard work and support as we love and care for our community     
together! 



 

Learning Tree Preschool 

Join us on Sunday, February 9th in between services to take a tour through the preschool       
classrooms.  Many updates were made to the classrooms over the summer, including installing 
new cabinets.  This will be an opportunity to see some of the improvements LTP has made and 
get a better understanding of how the classrooms are set up.    

Valentine’s Day is coming and once again you have the opportunity to renew your wedding vows at 
the church.  Stop by the Chapel on Friday, February 14th from 11:30-1:00 p.m. or from 5:00-6:30 
p.m.  No appointment is necessary, just come by at any point during these hours and the pastors 
will be available to celebrate your love for one another by renewing your wedding vows.  There is 
no fee for this service, but donations will be accepted for the February Mission emphasis,          
Love-a-Child. 

Our confirmation students have been busy learning all about Methodist history and are            
beginning to dive into theology. They are a great group of enthusiastic and inquisitive students! 
On Friday, January 26th, the class was able to attend shabbat service at Sha’arei Shalom, the    
Hebrew Congregation of Columbus. Check out our Facebook page (@fumcfamily) for pictures. 
  
 
All youth in 7th-12th grade are invited to join us for youth group on February 9th and 23rd! We 
gather for dinner in the fellowship hall at 5pm and the conversation starts at 5:30. 



Fridays@First 

There will be no Fridays@First concerts until April.  A couple 

of programs we had scheduled have had to be postponed and 

hopefully will be rescheduled in the near future.  Watch for 

announcements about our upcoming events in future editions 

of the Spire and in the Sunday morning bulletin insert! 

My family and I wanted to express our deepest 

appreciation to all of you for your thoughts,    

prayers and support on the passing of our 

mother in December.  For me in particular, you 

were the rock I held on to, in order to make it 

through all the things that had to be done.  We             

particularly want to express our thanks to     

Pastor Howard and Pastor Sarah for the visits to 

the hospital and to our home, to those who 

came to the visitation and funeral, to those who provided the luncheon after the funeral, to those 

who sent flowers and made donations to Hospice and to the FUMC Music Fund, and to everyone 

who sent cards and notes that have meant so much in the days that have followed.  The love you 

have shown to me and my family is something that I will never be able to repay.  God bless you all! 

Kevin Butler & Family 



United Methodist Women 
Miriam Circle 
Miriam Circle did not meet in January.  Their next meeting will be March 18, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Blue Room.  

Naomi Circle 
Naomi Circle did not meet in January.  Their next meeting will be held March 9, 2020, with Mary 
Lu Fouts as hostess. 

February Book Club 

The selection for the February Book Club is “The Nickel Boys” by 
Colson Whitehead.  This novel is based upon the historic events at 
a Reform School for Boys in Florida.  Join us for the discussion of 
this novel on Sunday, February 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the Church    
Library. 

Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through 
June 2020. 

Columbarium 

The columbarium has been installed, and we are already 
having people purchase niches.  If you are interested, please 
contact Tammy Fields in the church office at 812-378-2826.  

There are brochures available in the church with more     
information about the columbarium, or click on the link to 

learn more.               
Columbarium 

February at a Glance 

Every month Pastor Sarah publishes a brochure highlighting the various groups that meet and   
studies that happen at FUMC.  Pick up a brochure in the church, or click the link to see what’s     
happening this month!                                        

February at a Glance 

Ash Wednesday Service 

In the church calendar, Lent is a forty day season set aside to prepare us for the joy of Easter.  For 
many, it becomes a time to give something up (caffeine, chocolate, complaining, etc.)  For others, it 
becomes a time to start a new spiritual discipline (reading a devotion, praying at the beginning of 
the day, reading a psalm each evening, etc.)  In whatever way you choose to honor this holy season, 
we will begin our journey together with a service of ashes on Wednesday, February 26th at 7:00 
p.m.  We hope that you will be able join us for this special worship service. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/columbarium/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/at-a-glance/
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Our Church Family 

 

 
Darrell Logan Etheredge was born on January 15, 2020.  His parents are 
Keith and Joy Etheredge, and grandparents are Jeff and Traci Peters.  
Congrats to the family! 
 
The church mourns the loss of Ron Reed, Bill Daniel, Martha Smock, 
Vesta Daffron, and Gay Burnside. 
 

 

Join us in Fellowship Hall in between  

services and enjoy some of the many 

types of chocolates provided.  
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