
Dear Friend,  

The beginning of a new year leads us to reflect upon our lives and potential changes we might 
make.  If you are considering resolutions for the new year, I pray that they will be attainable and 
sustainable. 

If it may be of some help to you, let me share something I have been reflecting on for several 
months.  I have been thinking about the kinds of influences I allow into my life.  What I am           
referring to is the presence of social media (facebook, twitter, Instagram, etc.)  On one hand, I am 
grateful for the positive side they offer.  Through social media, I am able to be in touch with and 
stay connected to friends I would have otherwise lost track of.  I have a former choir director living 
in Germany, a high school friend living in Kenya and a colleague who just ended her retirement in 
Hawaii to serve as an interim pastor in Japan.  Were it not for social media, I would know nothing 
about their lives and experiences.   

I enjoy this upside to social media and also the wit and humor of friends.  They (and many of you) 
often post items that make me laugh.  I appreciate this. 

But, social media has a downside.  There is a lot of negativity.  There is the famous person who   
frequently engages in name calling on twitter.  I try to respond thoughtfully, but find that it is like 
shouting into a void.  My words don’t really seem to make a difference.  And there are stories that 
are repeated and shared that are both inaccurate and mean spirited.  I find such inaccuracies      
disheartening. 

For a while I considered giving up social media altogether.  I thought about more productive ways 
that I might use my time.  I still hold onto this option. 

But for the time being, I want to be more intentional about the places I invest my time and energy.  
I want to surround myself with positive people, hopefulness, inspiration.  I want to spend more 
time participating in ways that are creative and meaningful. 

This will certainly require trial and error, changing habits, learning new ways to engage in social 
media.  But I would like to believe that by surrounding myself with more positive messages it will 
make me a better person, the kind of person I want to be, the kind of person I believe God created 
me to be.  However one arrives at that place, I believe this is the work that God calls us to as       
individuals and as a community of faith.   

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 

Howard 



Sunday School 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes 
Deep Blue Little Ones—Toddlers and Young Preschoolers 
Room 310 
Little ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are to God. 
 
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 
Room 314 
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of the     
story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an activity such as an 
art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own. 
 
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade 
Room 313 
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated   
video storytelling, and active games—all combined into a living-faith experience that will help   
children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today! 
 
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation) 
Room 312 
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United Methodist  
tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and unpacking their 
understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation. 
 
High School Sunday School 
Room 316 
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss how 
these current events intersect with their lives. 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes 
Digging into the Bible 
Room 116 
January 5, 12, 19, 26—We will watch “The Nutcracker” as a follow-up to the Advent Study we did 
in December, and then will watch episodes of “The Andy Griffith Show” and discuss the biblical 
themes throughout. 
 
Men and Women of Faith 
Room 124 
We won’t be meeting during the month of January, but we encourage members to attend one of 
the other Sunday School classes.  We will resume in February with a study led by Reverend Sarah 
Campbell. 
 
 



Traveler’s Class 
Blue Room (Room 216) 
Exodus, Jonah, and Revelation: 3 Bible Studies.  Rev. Boles will be leading the Traveler’s Sunday 
School class the first three weeks in January.  The class will explore fresh insights into familiar    
biblical stories.  On January 5, participants are encouraged to read the book of Exodus ahead of 
time as we explore themes of civil disobedience, hospitality, leadership, inclusion and the           
development of a common narrative around which a nation will be created.  On January 12, please 
read the book of Jonah as we consider themes of  forgiveness and how we treat our enemies.  The 
final session will be on January 19th as we dig into the book of Revelation as a book of hope and 
nonviolent responses to evil.  The class meets at 10:10 in the Blue Room.  All are welcome to 
attend.  
January 5—Pastor Howard will lead us in a discussion over the book of Exodus. 
January 12—Pastor Howard will lead us in a discussion over the book of Jonah. 
January 19—Pastor Howard will lead us in a discussion over the book of Revelation.  
January 26—Christians Look at Border Issues: Part 2.  Jeff Peters, leader, says: "The fall classes (on 
Biblical references) were very interesting.  It's time to continue the lively discussion.  Come join 
us!"   

Youth News 

December was a busy month for our children and youth!  We started the month off with a very 
successful Santa’s Workshop event. Kids from the church, preschool, and community were able to 
visit with Santa and make a wide variety of craft projects suitable for gifting to others.  We had 
around 100 children attend. Over $300 was raised for presents for needy children in the           
community!  We are thankful for our youth and adult helpers that made the event magical for so 
many families. 



More pics from Santa’s Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Tree Preschool Christmas Program 

Thank you to all the families and helpers that made our Christmas Eve Family Service possible.  
We wouldn’t be able to do it without you! 
 

 

Learning Tree Preschool 

It has been a fun and busy first semester at Learning Tree.  Thank you for supporting our         
fundraisers, attending our special events, and  donating your special talents to help our students 
and teachers.    



The loss of a loved one is one of the most difficult experiences in life.  While we know that death is 
part of life's journey for each of us, the grief we endure when a loved one dies can be overwhelming 
and debilitating.  As we enter into a new year, First United Methodist Church will offer a small group 
series to support and guide those who have endured loss, whether it be recent or in the past.  This 
eight-week study will begin January 7th and will meet weekly through February 25th.  We will        
explore grief using Julie Yarbrough's book, “Beyond the Broken Heart: A Journey Through Grief.” 
Participants will be given their own book and will be asked to read a short chapter in preparation for 
a weekly topic.  The study includes, prayer, scripture, short videos and discussion.  Members of the 
group will not be expected to share beyond their comfort level and the information shared will not 
be discussed outside the group.  All FUMC members and friends are welcome to attend.  Please call 
the church office at 812-372-2851 to register.  If you have questions before registering, feel free to 
email Lisa McHone at lisaandpaulmchone@att.net. 

What:  Small Group for Grief Support and Study 
When:  Tuesdays at 5:30pm, January 7th through February 25th 
Where:  First United Methodist Church, Blue Room 
Who:  Open to members, friends and the community.  The group will be facilitated by Melissa       
Morelli and Lisa McHone. 
Other important details: Weekly sessions will last approximately 75-90 minutes.  Light refreshments 
and snacks will be served. 

mailto:lisaandpaulmchone@att.net


Fridays@First 2020 

February 7, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
“Let Love and Freedom Reign” 

GeDeane Graham, Mezzo Soprano 
Tiffany Williams, Soprano 

Michael Walker, Counter Tenor 
Dr. Karen Laubengayer, Piano 

 
April 3, 2020—7:00 p.m. 

Echoing Air 
 

May 8, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
Schumann Memorial Piano Concert 

Stephenson/Gan Duo 
Timothy Stephenson, Piano 

Jia-Rong Gan, Violin 
 

June 5, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
An Tran, Guitar 

Fridays@First 2020 

Thank you to all who have attended our events in the past—we hope                                                
you will join us for the exciting future events: 

January 17, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
Stephanie Pestana—Piano 

Works of Chopin, Brahms, Gershwin, Mozart, and more! 

January 24, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
Laura Andrews String Studio Recital 

See & hear the young stars of tomorrow! 

New Year – New Music – We Need 
YOU! 

Now is a perfect time for you to join the music program 
at FUMC.  It’s a new decade and we need people like 
you to help us continue to make great music in the 
New Year.  We also particularly need people to help us 
in the new 11:00 worship service format.  Please see 
Kevin Butler, Erik Matson or a current member of the 
music program for more information. 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  
THANK YOU! 

A big thank you to everyone who participated,    
attended and hopefully enjoyed the musical programs 
and musical parts of the worship services during       
Advent.  Your support of what we do is greatly          
appreciated! 



Gifts for Turning Point 

Thank you to everyone that donated to Turning Point so that families could have gifts for        
Christmas.  In addition to the items pictured, there were also several gift cards donated.  We      

appreciate your generosity! 

7th Annual First Cares 

Join us on Monday, January 20 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for a morning 

of work in and for our community.  There will be multiple activities at the 

church or various  locations.  All ages are welcome to join in this morning 

of caring.  Some ways to help include: Joining Leighton and Sheila Turner 

in stuffing handmade animal pillows or tying blankets.  Turning Point is 

looking for a hard-working group who love to clean—join them at the  

shelter!  Please watch for more details, including other opportunities to 

serve!     



United Methodist Women 
Miriam Circle 
Miriam Circle had their December meeting on the 4th immediately following the Christmas  
luncheon.  The Circle had a family from Lincoln Central Neighborhood to buy gifts for the children.  
The deadline to purchase gifts was early in December, so the Circle had to meet early to enjoy the 
gifts and have them wrapped and returned to Diane Doup.  The Circle enjoyed a wonderful   
luncheon, but the highlight was the program provided by Kevin Butler and company.  Miriam    
Circle’s next meeting will be March 18, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. in the Blue Room.  

Naomi Circle 
The Christmas meeting of Naomi Circle was held at Jane Lyle's home.  She was assisted by Connie 
Wilson. Thirteen members ate delicious refreshments, and then after a brief business meeting, 
wrote cards for the residents of the Lucille Raines Home.  They ended up with an exchange of 
"white elephants."  The next meeting will be held March 9, 2020, with Mary Lu Fouts as hostess. 

 

January Book Club 

The selection for the January book club is a story about hospitality 
and kindness toward strangers.  On September 11th, planes around 
the country were forced to land at the closest airport.  Many      
incoming planes were diverted to a small town in Newfoundland.  
The local community jumped into action providing shelter and 
food for weary travelers unable to get to their destinations.  The 
book, “The Day the World Came to Town” by Jim Defede tells their 
story.  We will discuss this novel on Sunday, January 19th at 6:00 
p.m. in the church library.  
  
 
Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections through 
June 2020. 

Columbarium 

The columbarium has been installed, and we are already 
having people purchase niches.  If you are interested, please 
contact Tammy Fields in the church office at 812-378-2826.  

 
There are brochures available in the church with more     

information about the columbarium, or click on the link to 
learn more.               

Columbarium 
 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/
https://www.fumccolumbus.org/columbarium/


News and Updates 

Women’s Bible Study 
Have you ever thought about joining a women's Bible Study?  How about checking ours out!  We 
have a great time each week as we work through different studies.  Starting in January we will be 
working through the book, Wicked Women of the Bible.  We have finished a study of the                
Remarkable Women of the Bible and decided to look at the wicked women.  Join us in Room 116 at 
10:00 am on Monday morning.  

 
January at a Glance 
Every month Pastor Sarah publishes a brochure highlighting the various groups that meet and   
studies that happen at FUMC.  Pick up a brochure in the church, or click the link to see what’s     
happening this month!                                        

January at a Glance 
 
 
From Lauren Cottingham and Steven Smith: 
 
Dear First UMC family, 
 
Thank you so much for the wedding cards & Target gift card that you all sent for our wedding.  Your 
kind words & thoughtfulness mean so much to us.  My mom loved being a part of your community 
& over the past few years I can see why!  Thank you so much for your continued prayers for our 
family & love from afar.  We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas! 
 
Lauren & Steven 

 
First United Methodist Church Life Planning Seminars 

WHAT: FUMC Life Planning Seminars.  Possible topics include end-of-life planning, assisted living 
and funeral planning, and financial planning topics like retirement and college planning. 

WHY: Our goal is to help people plan better in order to find peace in the challenges that come up 
throughout life when dealing with financial and end-of-life planning. 

WHEN: A series of discussions on Sunday nights, from 6-7:30 p.m., with dinner served ahead of time 
at 5:15 p.m.  The first session will be on January 26th.  Lisa Kelly from Four Seasons will guide a   
discussion on assisted living and how to prepare yourself or others you love.  Lisa will address these 
topics and answer any other questions you might have.  

HOW: Local experts will lead discussion 

WHERE: FUMC Fellowship Hall 

WHO: Anyone in the community who is interested should attend.  Childcare will be available by   
request. 

Call Rob Heathcote at 812-344-8437 with any questions. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/at-a-glance/


Our Church Family 

 

 
Jemma Gail Bettner, born Monday, Dec. 9, 2019.  Parents are Aaron and 
Courtney Bettner; grandparents are Tom and Beth Bailey.  Congrats to 
the family! 
 
The church mourns the loss of Linda Rapp and Jean Butler. 
 

 
 

Reconciling and Affirming 
A Reconciling and Affirming Group began meeting in 2019 to further educate our congregation 
about God’s love for all people including the LGBTQ community.  Their first task was to develop a 
statement of purpose and brief bibliography of resources.  This is now available throughout the 
church.  Learning opportunities for our church and community will be coming later in 2020.  
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