
Dear Friend,  

As we enter a particularly busy season, let share a prayer that I find particularly meaningful in this 
time.  The prayer was written by Ruth Duck and includes these lines:  

Gentle God, you know that for us, this is a season of hopes and fears.  We are caught up in our    
excitement and plans.  We worry whether everything will get done, and whether our relationships 
will blossom, bend or break in the stress of this season.  Slow us down, God, and help us to place 
our hope in you.  Be our calm center that we may be channels of peace to the people around us; 
through the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

One look at our schedules and calendars can already tell us how stressful this season will be.  There 
are parties to attend or host, caroling events, cookies to bake, gifts to buy and wrap, cards to send, 
decorations to put up.  And if that isn’t enough, we add pressure to these events by wanting         
everything to be just perfect.  It isn’t enough to buy a gift, we want it to be the perfect gift.  It is 
good to want to do the very best, but in an already stressful season, this only adds pressure to our 
days. 

Amid such pressures, that is why this prayer is so meaningful.  We don’t pray that we will be       
perfect.  We won’t be.  We don’t pray that everything goes exactly as planned.  It won’t.  We pray 
for the peace of this season and a generous dose of grace for ourselves and those around us.   

If we look closely at the original story we celebrate, nothing seems to have gone as planned.  I 
don’t imagine Mary and Joseph expected their child to be born while they were traveling.        
Shepherds were startled by an unexpected song from angels.  One might say that the original story 
is about God meeting us in our states of unpreparedness.   

In this season, plan what you can and do what you are able.  Be kind to yourself and feel free to set 
boundaries about what you can and cannot accomplish.  And leave room for the surprises of the    
season, those unexpected ways we encounter God. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
Howard  



Sunday School 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes 
Deep Blue Little Ones—Toddlers and Young Preschoolers 
Room 310 
Little ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are to God. 
 
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 
Room 314 
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of the     
story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an activity such as an 
art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own. 
 
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade 
Room 313 
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated   
video storytelling, and active games—all combined into a living-faith experience that will help   
children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today! 
 
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation) 
Room 312 
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United Methodist  
tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and unpacking their 
understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation. 
 
High School Sunday School 
Room 316 
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss how 
these current events intersect with their lives. 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes 
Digging into the Bible 
Room 116 
December 1, 8, 15, 22—We will be doing a 4-week study by Matt Rawle entitled, “The Gift of the 
Nutcracker.”  Rawle uses the iconic tale to help us understand God’s greatest gift of the Christ 
child and of the kingdom Christ came to build. 
December 29—No class 
 
Men and Women of Faith 
Fellowship Hall 
December 1, 8, 15, 22—We will join Pastor Howard for his Advent Study, Simply Wait: Cultivating 
Stillness in the Season of Advent by Pamela C. Hawkins.  
December 29—No class 
 



Traveler’s Class 
Blue Room (Room 216) 
December 1—No class 
December 8—The Birth of Jesus: Two Different Versions in Matthew and Luke.  Where did Mary 
and Joseph live?  Where are the wisemen and their star?  Where is the flight to Egypt?  Join us to 
learn and discuss.  Arleen Keele will facilitate.  
December 15—Christmas Party--Bring a treat to share, or just show up for some fun social time 
hosted by Shelly and Dennis Kelley.  
December 22 and 29—No class  

Youth News 

The students had an excellent unified service Youth Sunday on November 17th.  The students 
demonstrated fantastic engagement and participation with our chosen theme—Unity in Diversity. 
Emily Wessel brought the sermon, Evy Polyak was featured on guitar on the anthem We Are One 
and led the offertory prayer, Frankie Polyak led the centering moment, Emma Campbell and Elise 



Lasell humored us during announcements, Grace Lasell, Melissa Tilden, Hannah Drerup, Zander 
Roggow, and Catherine Miller led the morning prayer, Caroline Emerick and Helen Rumsey read the 
Scriptures, and Sami Heathcote and Katherine Rumsey taught the kids during the Children’s Moment.  
The students brought their creativity, care for one another and the world, and desire to serve          
together for one excellent service.  Special thanks to Kevin Butler for his leadership and creative ideas 
and Kevin Drerup for playing keyboard for us.  Thanks to all the students (and their supportive       
families) for helping make this day happen!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to a busy December, with service opportunities at Santa’s Workshop on     
December 7 (9am-1pm), practice for the Christmas Eve service on December 8 and 22 (5:30pm-7pm), 
and Christmas Caroling with the LINCs group on December 15 (4pm, with pitch-in dinner to follow).  
Join us for all the fun! 





The loss of a loved one is one of the most difficult experiences in life. While we know that death is 
part of life's journey for each of us, the grief we endure when a loved one dies can be overwhelming 
and debilitating. As we enter into a new year, First United Methodist Church will offer a small group 
series to support and guide those who have endured loss, whether it be recent or in the past. This 
eight-week study will begin January 7th and will meet weekly through February 25th. We will        
explore grief using Julie Yarbrough's book, “Beyond the Broken Heart: A Journey Through Grief.” 
Participants will be given their own book and will be asked to read a short chapter in preparation for 
a weekly topic. The study includes, prayer, scripture, short videos and discussion. Members of the 
group will not be expected to share beyond their comfort level and the information shared will not 
be discussed outside the group. All FUMC members and friends are welcome to attend. Please call 
the church office at 812-372-2851 to register. If you have questions before registering, feel free to 
email Lisa McHone at lisaandpaulmchone@att.net. 

What:  Small Group for Grief Support and Study 
When:  Tuesdays at 5:30pm, January 7th through February 25th 
Where:  First United Methodist Church, Blue Room 
Who:  Open to members, friends and the community. The group will be facilitated by Melissa       
Morelli and Lisa McHone. 
Other important details:  Please register before the end of the year. Weekly sessions will last        
approximately 75-90 minutes. Light refreshments and snacks will be served. 

mailto:lisaandpaulmchone@att.net


Fridays@First 2020 

February 7, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
“Let Love and Freedom Reign” 

GeDeane Graham, Mezzo Soprano 
Tiffany Williams, Soprano 

Michael Walker, Counter Tenor 
Dr. Karen Laubengayer, Piano 

 
April 3, 2020—7:00 p.m. 

Echoing Air 
 

May 8, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
Schumann Memorial Piano Concert 

Stephenson/Gan Duo 
Timothy Stephenson, Piano 

Jia-Rong Gan, Violin 
 

June 5, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
An Tran, Guitar 

“CELEBRATE THE SEASON” 
Start your holiday season off on the right foot this year by joining the Chancel Choir, Chancel 
Ringers, a brass quintet and special guests, the CEHS show choir “Center Stage” for an evening of 
holiday music that will delight both young and old.  Complete with carols both secular and sacred 
sung by all those in attendance, the program will be sure to get you into the holiday spirit and 
send you on your way humming your favorite Christmas classics.  The program begins at 7:30 pm 
with doors opening at 7:00 pm.  Come one, come all to this special Fridays@First event on        
December 6, 2019.  Merry Christmas just a little bit early! 

We will need people to act as greeters and hosts for this concert. If you would be interested in 
participating in such a way, please contact Kevin Butler. 

mailto:kbutler@fumccolumbus.org


Learning Tree Preschool 
LTP Christmas Program 
Wednesday, December 18  10:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

We invite you to join us as we celebrate Christmas with our annual Christmas 
Program “Joyful Sounds of Christmas.”  Come and enjoy each preschool class as 
they sing holiday songs. 
 
Pecans for Sale 
We will be selling fresh-shelled Schermer Pecans for $10 a bag.  Great for entertaining or for gift 
giving.  We have the following flavors available: 

 Glazed 
 Cinnamon Glazed 
 Milk Chocolate & Dark Chocolate-Covered 

Contact Sue Ellen Brown in the preschool for more information 

Thank you to middle school and high school students 
from Columbus Christian and a group from Toyota 
(under direction and assistance from Paul McHone) 
for getting new mulch spread on the playground.  
The two groups worked for several hours on          
separate days to make it happen.  It looks great! 





6:00 CHristmas Eve 
The children and youth of FUMC will again lead the 6:00 pm family Christmas service.  An            
organizational meeting will be held in music center during Sunday School on the first Sunday of 
Advent, December 1, particularly for parents but kids may attend. The first rehearsal will be during 
Kids Connect on Sunday December 8.  More information about this family activity will be             
announced in your Sunday School class, youth group, the bulletin insert, and in worship.  Please 
watch and listen for this exciting information.  We want you to be a part of this Christmas Eve    
celebration. 

8:30 Christmas Eve jazz service 
Many of you enjoyed the jazz trio at our unified service on August 4, 2019 before the church      
picnic.  You have another opportunity to hear this talented trio play.  At the 8:30 pm service on 
Christmas Eve - Gary Walters on piano, Thomas Brinkley on bass and Cameron Bailey on drums - 
will help us celebrate the birth of the Christ in a jazz style.  We hope you can join us for this unique 
Christmas Eve service.  

11:00 Christmas Eve lessons and carols service 
We would like to invite you and your family to be a part of a special choir for the 11:00 pm    
Christmas Eve service this year.  We will have only one rehearsal for this service on Christmas Eve 
at 10:00 pm in the music center.  We want to offer you and your family the opportunity to         
participate in this special service in this special way.  Please contact Kevin Butler if you need       
further info.  This opportunity is open to anyone who would like to participate - students home 
from school, relatives who are here for the holidays, anyone that would like to sing on this special 
occasion.  Please join us for this wonderful musical opportunity.  We also  wanted to let you know 
that Jane Dutton – who grew up at FUMC and is an internationally known opera singer and voice 
teacher in the IU Jacobs School of Music – will again be sharing her rendition of “O Holy Night” at 
the 11:00 pm service.  You won’t want to miss this special musical treat on Christmas Eve. 



 

Thanks to the generosity of this congregation and our scouting ministries who helped collect items, 
we have met and exceeded our goals.  We have more than 250 cans of fruit and 1300 boxes of    
macaroni and cheese!   
 
 
 

Love Chapel Christmas Pantry 

We will be collecting $10 Walmart gift cards to distribute to Hot Meals attendees on December 23.  
Cards can be dropped off at the church office (or given to Darlene Bricker or Trish Heathcote).  
Thank you for your support of this important ministry! 

Sunday, December 29th, there 
will be a single, unified service 
at 10:00 a.m.  Please note this 
time change.  Along with a    
service to reflect upon the year 
gone by and to anticipate and 
bless the coming year, there will 
be an added joy to this service.  
We invite you to wear your ugly 
sweater (or other holiday 
attire).  The church staff has put 
together a prize basket for the 
ugly sweater contest. 



News and Updates 

Women’s Bible Study 
Have you ever thought about joining a women's Bible Study?  How about checking ours out!  We 
have a great time each week as we work through different studies.  Starting in January we will be 
working through the book, Wicked Women of the Bible.  We have finished a study of the                
Remarkable Women of the Bible and decided to look at the wicked women.  Join us in Room 116 at 
10:00 am on Monday morning.  

Music, Nativities, and Cookies!  What’s Not to Love?  
On Sunday December 22nd we will have a special Christmas music      
service during the 9:00 a.m. hour featuring choir, bells, and strings.     
Following the service, the Tuesday night small group invites you to a 
Christmas cookie reception in Fellowship Hall.  Nativities will be on      
display.  If you have nativities you would like to share, please bring them 
to Fellowship Hall Sunday, December 22nd before the 9:00 a.m. worship 
service. 
 

Advent Table 
Throughout the Sundays in December, there will be a table in the sanctuary to bring items           
representing the themes of that particular day.  We invite you to bring items to place on that table, 
preferably by Thursday so they can be well arranged.  The themes for each Sunday are as follows: 
December 1---hope.  December 8---peace.  December 15---joy.  December 22---love. We look       
forward to your participation and creativity! 

 
Advent Class 
Beginning December 1, Rev. Boles will lead a four week study for Advent.  We will be 
working from the book, “Simply Wait” which will be available that first week.  The 
study includes devotional readings for each day in Advent.  Come and join us in the 
Fellowship Hall at 10:10. 

 
 

December at a Glance 
Every month Pastor Sarah publishes a brochure highlighting the various groups that meet and   
studies that happen at FUMC.  Pick up a brochure in the church, or click the link to see what’s     
happening this month!                                       December at a Glance 

 

“To all my friends at FUMC, thank you all so much for all the cards, 

notes, and prayers; they lift my spirits. 

     -Betty Welch 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/at-a-glance/


United Methodist Women 
Miriam Circle 
Miriam Circle met at the home Liz Lipson on November 13th with nine present.  After dessert and 
a short business meeting, the program was given by Pastor Sarah.  She spoke about her faith  
journey to ministry.  The next meeting will be on December 4th following the UMW luncheon in 
Fellowship Hall. 

Naomi Circle 
Fourteen Naomi Circle members met November 11 at the beautifully-decorated home of Connie 
Wilson for the annual Thanksgiving pitch-in dinner.  Connie led the meeting, and Georgianna  
Waldrop presented the program.  The Christmas meeting will be held December 9 at Jane Lyle's 
home at 6:30.  

The UMW Christmas luncheon will be held December 4 at 12:00 p.m. at the church with the                             
program to be presented by Kevin Butler. All members are invited to attend. 

December Book Club 

The selection for the December book club is Wally Lamb’s 
book, “Wishin’ and Hopin.’” Told from the perspective of 
ten year old Felix Funicello, we are transported into the 
world of a fifth grade  student whose world is still a mixture 
of mysteries and magic.  We will meet in the church library 
on Sunday, December 15th at 6:00 p.m.  All are welcome to 
attend.  

Columbarium 

The columbarium has been installed, and we are already 
having people purchase niches.  We are having a limited 
time offer of purchasing niches at a reduced rate of $750 
until January 1, 2020.  If you are interested, please contact 
Tammy Fields in the church office at 812-378-2826.  

There are brochures available in the church with more     
information about the columbarium, or click on the link to 

learn more.               
Columbarium 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/columbarium/


                                                  Our Church Family 

Judson Wyatt Bodell was born on September 10, 2019.  Great 
grandparents are Paul & Sheila Schnepf. 

Charley Blake Miller was born on November 6, 2019.  Her parents 
are Clayton & Jessica Miller,  grandparents are Joe & Tami Estep 

and Trent & Mandy Miller, and great grandparents are Jim and Sue 
Paris. 

The church mourns the loss of Ron Wolf. 

The church welcomed new members Jen & Eric Riddle, and Nancy 
Eagle on November 17, 2019 

Jen Riddle, Eric Riddle, and Nancy Eagle 

Jen & Eric Riddle 
2204 Home Ave. 
Columbus, IN 47201 
 
Jen: 857-526-2538    Jenanne05@gmail.com 
Eric: 812-344-0185     

Nancy Eagle 
2327 Gilmore St. 
Columbus, IN 47201 
 
260-414-5513 
nannyeagle4@gmail.com 

mailto:jenanne05@gmail.com
mailto:nannyeagle4@gmail.com
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Traditional 9:00 a.m. and  
Celebration 11:00 a.m. 

 
Sunday School & 

Coffee Connections:  10:10 a.m. 
  

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday 
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

Due to the “hectic-ness” of the holidays, please submit articles for the January Spire by 

December 16th.  Thank you! 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
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