
Dear Friend,  

The staff began planning our Advent activities in August.  It isn’t easy coordinating all the         
concerts, special services, studies and other activities that happen during that four week period 
prior to Christmas.  But, we want to make that season a meaningful experience filled with the 
activities that are fitting of that holy season. 

As you might expect, there will be some wonderful musical offerings during Advent, some special 
services, lots of holiday decorations, some opportunities to learn together and even a few        
surprises along the way.  The goal, as always, is to make this a memorable and inspiring season. 

This year, we are asking for something more than your attendance at these events.  We want 
your ideas.   During the four Sundays of Advent, which begins on December 1 this year, we      
typically light the Advent candles during our morning worship.  These candles represent the 
themes of hope, peace, love and joy.  Then on Christmas Eve we light the final candle,               
representing the birth of Jesus.   

Along with the decorations and the lighting of these candles on Sunday morning, we plan to have 
a table in the front of the sanctuary.  And this is where we need your help.  We would like to 
place items on the table representing the theme of the morning.  So, on Dec. 1, we invite you to 
bring an item that represents hope in your life.  These will be on display during that morning’s 
worship.  Then the next Sunday we invite you to bring items symbolizing peace in your life…and 
so on.  Please do not bring items of great sentimental or monetary value. To help with the        
organization and display, please bring your item to the church the Thursday prior to the Sunday 
services. 

We believe this will enhance our worship experience to have visual examples of the prominent 
themes of  Advent and look forward to seeing what members identify as examples of hope, 
peace, love and joy. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 
 
Howard    



Sunday School 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes 
Deep Blue Little Ones—Toddlers and Young Preschoolers 
Room 310 
Little ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are to God. 
 
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 
Room 314 
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of the     
story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an activity such as an 
art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own. 
 
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade 
Room 313 
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated   
video storytelling, and active games—all combined into a living-faith experience that will help   
children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today! 
 
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation) 
Room 312 
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United Methodist  
tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and unpacking their 
understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation. 
 
High School Sunday School 
Room 316 
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss how 
these current events intersect with their lives. 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes 
Digging into the Bible 
Room 116 
November 3 & 10—We will continue and finish the Ray Vander Laan study, Early Church, which       
focuses on the passion and commitment early believers displayed as they claimed Jesus in the face 
of fierce consequences and powerful adversaries. 
November 17—No Class 
November 24—Check the weekly bulletin for updates on a new study. 

Men and Women of Faith 
Room 124 
November 3 & 10—We will continue and finish the Ray Vander Laan study, Cultures in Conflict, 
which focuses on Paul’s proclamation that Jesus is Lord as he presents his beliefs to the most  
powerful courts in Athens, Greece. 



November 17—No class 
November 24—Check the weekly bulletin for updates on a new study. 
 
Traveler’s Class 
Blue Room (Room 216) 
November 3*--Borders: A Bible Study. Don Faber will continue going through the Bible, sharing 
the 'immigration' stories we know to reach conclusions on what the Bible teaches.  

*Because of the columbarium dedication and special coffee for All Saints Day,  
we will begin class at 10:30. 

November 10--Jesus, Children, and Us.  Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me.”  But, nine 
out of ten young murder victims in the industrialized world are American.  Jesus said, "Whoever 
shall NOT receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall not enter there.”  But, 12 million Ameri-
can kids go to bed hungry each night.  Traci Peters will lead our conversation. 

November 17*--For The Beauty of the Earth: Alaska.  Charlie Dewey will share photos of his and 
Judy's recent trip, interspersed with scripture references to our beautiful world. 

*Because of the unified Youth Sunday service at 10 a.m., Travelers Class will meet at 11:10.  

November 24—Check the weekly bulletin for updates on a new study.  

Youth News 

In October the youth have been planning for their Youth Sunday on November 17. Join us for a 

unified service that day at 10am to celebrate the gifts of all God’s people!  The youth will be    

practicing on November 3rd at 5:30pm and during our regular youth meeting on November 10th 

(we gather for dinner at 5pm).  Any and all students in 7th through 12th grade are invited to join us 

for this service—you don’t have to be a regular youth group attender to help lead! 



November Book Club 

The book club will meet on Sunday, November 17th at 
6:00 p.m. to discuss the lighthearted and playful novel, 
“Carrying Albert Home” by Homer Hickam.  This novel tells 
the story of a couple’s odyssey to return a pet alligator to 
its Florida homeland.  Along the way they encounter   
movie stars, have grand adventures and impact history in 
unexpected ways.  A copy of this book is available in the 
church library or can be purchased at Viewpoint 
Bookstore at a discounted rate.  The discussion will take 
place in the church library and is open to all (but please 
leave your alligator at home.) 

Want to read ahead?  Check out the book club selections 

through the end of 2019. 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/bookclub/




Upcoming Events 

It is that time of year again.  Because the 29th annual Cookie Walk is just a few weeks away, the 

Cookie Walk committee needs you to be thinking about what cookies you will be donating.  To 

donate cookies, the committee will have sign-up tables in the Narthex and outside of the church 

office.  You will also be able to place your pre-order for your favorite holiday cookies.  Please 

keep the Cookie Walk in your prayers, and Happy Baking! 



6:00 Christmas Eve 
The children and youth of FUMC will again lead the 6:00 pm family Christmas service.  Rehearsals 
will begin on the first Sunday of Advent December 1.  More information about this family activity 
will be announced in your Sunday School class, youth group, the bulletin insert and in worship.  
Please watch and listen for this exciting information.  We want you to be a part of this Christmas 
Eve celebration. 

8:30 Christmas Eve 
Many of you enjoyed the jazz trio at our unified service on August 4, 2019 before the church      
picnic.  You have another opportunity to hear this talented trio play.  At the 8:30 pm service on 
Christmas Eve - Gary Walters on piano, Thomas Brinkley on bass and Cameron Bailey on drums - 
will help us celebrate the birth of the Christ in a jazz style.  We hope you can join us for this unique 
Christmas Eve service.  

11:00 Christmas Eve 
We would like to invite you and your family to be a part of a special choir for the 11:00 pm    
Christmas Eve service this year.  We will have only one rehearsal for this service on Christmas Eve 
at 10:00 pm in the music center.  We want to offer you and your family the opportunity to         
participate in this special service in this special way.  Please contact Kevin Butler if you need       
further info.  This opportunity is open to anyone who would like to participate - students home 
from school, relatives who are here for the holidays, anyone that would like to sing on this special 
occasion.  Please join us for this wonderful musical opportunity.  We also  wanted to let you know 
that Jane Dutton – who grew up at FUMC and is an internationally known opera singer and voice 
teacher in the IU Jacobs School of Music – will again be sharing her rendition of “O Holy Night” at 
the 11:00 pm service.  You won’t want to miss this special musical treat on Christmas Eve. 



Fridays@First 2020 

February 7, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
“Let Love and Freedom Reign” 

GeDeane Graham, Mezzo Soprano 
Tiffany Williams, Soprano 

Michael Walker, Counter Tenor 
Dr. Karen Laubengayer, Piano 

 
April 3, 2020—7:00 p.m. 

Echoing Air 
 

May 8, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
Schumann Memorial Piano Concert 

Stephenson/Gan Duo 
Timothy Stephenson, Piano 

Jia-Rong Gan, Violin 
 

June 5, 2020—7:00 p.m. 
An Tran, Guitar 

“CELEBRATE THE SEASON” 
Start your holiday season off on the right foot this year by joining the Chancel Choir, Chancel 
Ringers, a brass quintet and special guests, the CEHS show choir “Center Stage” for an evening of 
holiday music that will delight both young and old.  Complete with carols both secular and sacred 
sung by all those in attendance, the program will be sure to get you into the holiday spirit and 
send you on your way humming your favorite Christmas classics.  The program begins at 7:30 pm 
with doors opening at 7:00 pm.  Come one, come all to this special Fridays@First event on        
December 6, 2019.  Merry Christmas just a little bit early! 

We will need people to act as greeters and hosts for this concert. If you would be interested in 
participating in such a way, please contact Kevin Butler. 

mailto:kbutler@fumccolumbus.org


Missions 

NoEL (No Empty Lunchboxes) 
A big thank you to everyone that helped with the NoEL event in October.  We ended up packing 
340 lunches (68 per day) over the course of the Fall Break week.  Thank you to everyone that    
donated, helped pack, and helped deliver the lunches.  We couldn’t have done this important  
mission without all of you! 



Love Chapel Christmas Pantry 

It’s not too late to donate to the Love Chapel 
Christmas Pantry, which provides families with 
extra food for the holidays.  We’ve committed to 
collecting 1500 boxes of macaroni and cheese, 
and 250 cans of fruit.  You can drop off donations 
to the baskets in the Narthex and outside the 
church office through Sunday, November 3.   
Monetary donations are also welcome and will 
be used to purchase macaroni and cheese and 
cans of fruit (please note Love Chapel on the 
memo line).  

Food for Fish  
In November, First United Methodist Church       
collects financial contributions for Food for Fish to 
donate to Love Chapel.  Love Chapel has been 
providing help to those in need since before 1967.  
Love Chapel serves 1000’s of individuals from our 
community that are struggling and in need.         
Assistance includes the food pantry, mobile pantry, 
Brighter Days, transitional housing, financial        
assistance, and Hot Meals.  Please place your      
donations in the Hunger Envelopes located in the 
pews in the Sanctuary.  Thank you! 

The Mountain Mission truck will be at First UMC on  

November 12th.  You can bring donations prior to 

that date to the room located between the Chapel 

and the Multi-Purpose Room.  The Mountain      

Mission welcomes all donations, particularly gently 

used clothing, household items and furniture. 



News and Updates 

• The annual Church Charge Conference will be held at North Vernon First UMC (240 W. Poplar 
Street) on  Sunday November 10th from 3:00-4:30 p.m.  Our District Superintendent, Rev. Bev 
Perry will lead this gathering of local United Methodist Churches in a time of sharing,           
celebration and votes related to each local church.  All are welcome to attend. 

• An important meeting will be held following the 11:00 worship service on November 10th.   
Following the service, we invite all members to join us for a free luncheon as we share plans 
for innovative ideas coming to the 11:00 service.  We are excited to share these plans and 
hope that you will be able to join us for this important discussion. 

• It has been a busy year for upgrades to our church facility.  Fresh paint, new sidewalk, stained 
glass restoration and renovation of pre-school classrooms are the most visible.  While          
applauding the work and feeling thankful for the resources, the board of Trustees is also 
aware of the need to maintain the integrity of these and other upgrades.  As the board is 
charged with “the oversight and care of” this facility, in addition to our custodial staff, we ask 
for your help in keeping our church building looking its best.  Guidelines for care of the facility 
have been written and given to all staff.  The membership at large can assist by following the 
guidelines listed: 

 Volunteers using the dishwasher in the main kitchen shall be trained on this unit by 
the Maintenance  Supervisor.  See Paul McHone for details.  

 All light weight items posted or hung on walls or placed on floor tiles or carpeting 
will be attached with Command strips or approved adhesive.  When removing strips, 
all residue shall be removed and cleaned from surface.  See Paul McHone or Sue  
Ellen Brown for details. 

 Heavy items that require wall anchors, cement screws, etc., need approval from the 
Maintenance Supervisor.  See Paul McHone for details. 

Thank you for the care you take in maintaining our church building                                   
for use today and for the future.    

Community Events 
On Saturday, November 2nd, more than 100 nativity sets from around the world will be auctioned 
at the YES Cinema.  The proceeds of this auction benefit the Lincoln Central Neighborhood Family 
Center.  A preview of items begins at 8 a.m. with the auction to begin at 9 a.m. 

An interfaith Pride Service will be held at North Christian Church on Saturday, November 16th 
from 2-4 p.m.  This service will celebrate the lives and honor the experiences of our LGBTQ+    
community through commitment, hope and prayer.  All are welcome to attend. 

November at a Glance 
Every month Pastor Sarah publishes a brochure highlighting the various groups that meet and  
studies that happen at FUMC.  Pick up a brochure in the church, or click the link to see what’s   
happening this month! 

November at a Glance 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/at-a-glance/


United Methodist Women 
Miriam Circle 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on Wednesday, October 16th at 1:00 p.m. with Gay Burnside 
as hostess.  Gay’s fall theme was topped off with delicious pumpkin pie for dessert.  Leader      
Cynthia Stephenson conducted the business meeting followed by a video program of the Battle of 
Fort McHenry featuring striking visuals that led to the writing of the “Star Spangled Banner” by 
Francis Scott Key.  The next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 13th at the home of Liz 
Lipson. 

Naomi Circle 

The Naomi Circle met on Monday, October 14 at Sue Romine’s house.  Leader Georgianna       
Waldrop gave the program.  The next meeting will a pitch-in dinner on Monday, November 11 at 
6:30 p.m. at Connie Wilson’s home.  

Columbarium 

The columbarium was delivered and installed on October 28 (pictures will come in next month’s 
Spire) on the church’s South side (along 8th St.).  There will be a special ceremony to dedicate it 
on Sunday, November 3 after the 9:00 service.  All are welcome to attend.  

There are brochures available in the church with more information about the columbarium, or 
click on the link to learn more.               

Columbarium 

Our Church Family 

Congratulations to Liz Stephenson and Mike Rentsch on their 
wedding. 

Zoe Ellen Fleming was born on October 18, 2019 to Travis and Lydia 

Fleming.  Brother is Zeke Fleming.  Grandparents are Dan and 

Lynne Fleming. 

The church mourns the loss of Anna Lee Beatson, Edith Lyn, and 

Ted Hooker 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/columbarium/




First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812.372.2851 
 

The Spire 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Howard E. Boles 
Associate Pastor, Sarah Campbell 
 
Administrative Assistant, Tammy Fields 
Director of Music, J. Kevin Butler 
Director of the Praise Team, Julianna Jerome-
Drerup 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Jen Riddle 
Organist, Erik Matson 
Director of Learning Tree Preschool, Sue Ellen 
Brown 
Associate Director of LTP Classroom Ministry, Gayle 
Kelley 
Associate Director of LTP Extended Care, Teresa 
Nickerson 
Secretary, Daron Thayer 
Facilities Manager, Paul McHone 
Custodian, Marcia Hornback 
Custodian, Roland Campfield 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   
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Worship Services:   
Traditional 9:00 a.m. and  
Celebration 11:00 a.m. 

 
Sunday School & 

Coffee Connections:  10:10 a.m. 
  

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday 
  

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Daron Thayer at dthayer@fumccolumbus.org 

by the 20th of each month. 

Due to the “hectic-ness” of the holidays, please submit articles for the December Spire   

by November 16th.  Thank you! 

https://www.fumccolumbus.org/
mailto:dthayer@fumccolumbus.org

