The Spire - October 2019
Dear Friend,
It is not often that one says that they enjoy evening meetings, but I have found a
particular aspect of our monthly Church Council meetings very meaningful. We have
moved away from the simple reporting from each committee. These updates are printed
in advance so everyone can see what is happening and now their respective committee
might assist the others.
The rest of the time has been devoted to sharing meaningful conversations or problem
solving together. At one meeting, we talked about how to implement the pictorial
directory. Another was devoted to a lengthy conversation about hospitality to
visitors. These have been rich and inspiring conversations.
At the September meeting, I asked our representatives to respond to three open-ended
questions and I want to share these with you for your thoughts and insights. The first
question was, “I would really like to see First UMC….” The answers were
wonderful. We talked about wanting to see the church grow numerically and the
challenges we face in our culture today. There were dreams about being more visible in
the community and responding to the needs of those around us. We talked about
intentional ministries that provided quick access to small groups and other opportunities
for spiritual growth.
The second question, which was more difficult was, “I would really like to see that
church on the corner….” This is a more difficult question because it required us to
envision what our neighbors might be looking for. Despite the challenging nature of the
question, there were great answers. Folks talked about fellowship ministries, bringing
people together, providing opportunities to strengthen our community. In a society where
we are decreasing friendships and greater loneliness, we wondered how we might
address this trend. Following the meeting, it was pointed out that there are two school
bus stops around the church. We wondered how many of those kids might be going
home to an empty house. Is it possible that someone is wishing that the church on the
corner of 8th and Lafayette might offer an afterschool program for their children?
The final question was, “I would really love to see my people….” This question we
pondered from the perspective of God looking down upon the gifts and talents of our
congregation. What would make God proud? What would God love to see us
doing? Again, there were wonderful responses, but one of the most common elements to
all the answers was the sense that God would want to see us loving and accepting one
another, serving those in need, and doing these things with laughter and playfulness.
It is my hope that these questions will continue to stir within our leaders. Each of the
questions points us toward our mission and vision as a church with an ear listening to
both the community around us and the gentle nudgings of God’s Spirit. Who knows
where these questions may lead us, but an attentiveness to each of these promptings will
guide us to being the church God calls us to be.
Pace bene (peace and all good things),
Howard

Sunday School
Children and Youth Sunday School Classes
Deep Blue Little Ones - Toddlers and Young Preschoolers
Room 310
Little Ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are
to God.
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade
Room 314
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of
the story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an
activity such as an art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own.
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade
Room 313
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts,
animated video storytelling, and active games-all combined into a living-faith experience
that will help children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today!
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation)
Room 312
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United
Methodist tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and
unpacking their understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation.
High School Sunday School
Room 316
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss
how these current events intersect with their lives.

Adult Sunday School Classes
Digging into the Bible
Room 116
All are welcome to attend our last session of Grace Is Greater by Kyle Idleman on
October 6.
A new Sunday School study will begin on October 13. Please check the weekly bulletin
for more details.
Men and Women of Faith
Room 124
On October 6, the Men and Women of Faith will complete a five-week study entitled "A
Clash of Kingdoms."
Please check the weekly bulletin for more details on a new Sunday School session
starting October 13.
All are welcome and no material needed. Coffee and cookies will be available in the
classroom.
Traveler's Class
Blue Room
October 6 - Christian Groups Try New Ways of Doing and Being the Church. This Wired
Word study states: "In these times of increasing secularization of society, many
Christians of all denominations are concerned about the future of their churches and
what it means to be in ministry to people who don't frequent the church." Jim Gillespie will
facilitate discussion, focusing on What Does This Mean for FUMC?
October 13 and 20* - The World According to Mr
Rogers -- Important Things to Remember.
Did you know that when Fred Rogers' career in TV was
taking off, "he couldn't quite give up on the idea of

service through the church". So he went back to school
and became an ordained Presbyterian minister who
believed that "religious faith should bring all sorts of
people together, not pull them apart". VOILA! "Mr
Rogers' Neighborhood".

Ron Arnold will lead discussion on two chapters of the book: Courage to be Yourself and
Understanding Love.
*On the 20th, we'll attend the special coffee for Pastor/Staff Appreciation Day, then start
class by 10:30.
October 27 & November 3 -- Borders: A Bible Study. Don Faber will lead a study
published by Baptists for Peace ---"No Longer Strangers:Crossing Borders for
Peacemaking", along with a few more articles and texts (from the writings about Abraham
and Moses through the New Testament). Don says "We'll hit some very well-known
stories to give folks the opportunity to decide what the Bible says about immigrants and
inclusion".
Come join us on any given Sunday.

Fridays@First
Columbus Brass Quintet
October 25 @ 7:00 p.m.
You have already enjoyed this month’s guest performers as they celebrated worship with
us at 9:00 am on August 11, 2019. This talented ensemble of local performers has
delighted the musical community of Columbus for many years and will bring their light
hearted and entertaining approach to music making to our sanctuary for an evening of
brass instrumental selections. We hope you and your friends can join us for this special
event on Friday, October 25. Halloween candy will be provided in exchange for your
attendance.

Love Chapel's 2019 Christmas Pantry
First Church, Learning Tree Preschool, Girl Scout

Troop 3063 and Cub Scout Pack 550 will collect food
items to help fill Love Chapel's Christmas pantry,
which provides families with extra food for the
holidays. We have committed to supplying 1500
boxes of macaroni and cheese and 250 cans of
fruit. Baskets will be available outside the church
office and in the narthex from Sunday, October 13
until Sunday, November 3. Monetary donations are
also welcome and will be used to purchase macaroni and cheese and cans of fruit
(please note Love Chapel on the memo line).
Your generous donations of food items will provide much-needed assistance for people
in our community. We are blessed as a congregation to be able to help those in need,
and we know that the recipients of our gifts are appreciative, as we receive many notes
and words of gratitude.

October Book Club
The book club selection for October is “Walking Across
Egypt” by Clyde Edgerton. Please be aware that this
book is not available for purchase new and will need to
be purchased in a used format. There is a copy in the
church library. This novel tells the intertwined stories of
Mattie Rigsbee, an independent, strong-minded senior
citizen and a teenage delinquent, Wesley Benfield. The
two become unlikely friends in a mutually beneficial
way. All are welcome to join us in discussing this novel
and its themes on Sunday, October 20 at 6:00 p.m. in
the church library.

Want to read ahead? Check out the book club selections
through the end of 2019.

Fridays@First 2019-2020
October 25, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Columbus Brass Quintet
December 6, 2019 – 7:30 pm
“Celebrate the Season”
FUMC Chancel Choir, Chancel Ringers & CEHS "Center Stage"
We will need people to act as greeters and hosts for these concerts. If you would be
interested in participating in such a way, please contact Kevin Butler.

Parsifal
The Indiana University Jacobs School of Music is presenting the opera Parsifal this
November in Bloomington. This great opera composed by Richard Wagner is rarely
presented so this is a once in a lifetime opportunity. We would like to give you the
chance to see it live in person by taking a group of people from FUMC to this historic
event. If you would be interested in making this trip and would like more information,
please see Kevin Butler for a packet about this event. We will need to make our
reservations soon so please let Kevin know of your interest as soon as possible.

United Methodist Children's Home
Thank You
Thank you for your donations to the United
Methodist Children's Home. Your generous
donations totaled $800.

Clothe-A-Child Thank You
The 2019 FUMC Clothe-A-Child mission has come to a close. It seems like only a few
weeks ago that our Clothe-A-Child mission was beginning, and the excitement and
anticipation of the new school year was upon us. October has arrived now and we are
officially in the fall season. Families have settled into their daily routines of school and its
related activities, and the busy schedules that the changing season may bring. As we
think of families and school, we also reflect on the Clothe-A-Child program and our
opportunities to serve several of our neighborhood families by providing school clothes
for their children.
We all realize the importance of clothes to children, whether the clothes are for school,
play, a special occasion, or just to have the latest trends. When a child has new and
comfortable clothes, it can make a positive difference in his or her outlook and attitude
about themselves, their daily lives, and how they are perceived by their peers. From its
beginning, the mission of Clothe-A-Child has been to help provide new clothes for
children going to school. Now 37 years later, our mission remains unchanged. FUMC
continues this summer-time tradition by helping provide assistance to families during this
important time of year. However, this mission would not be possible without the continued
support of our wonderful congregation, through your generous contributions, and also
your love, prayers, and our volunteer shoppers. Now it’s time to take this opportunity to
say “thank you” to everyone who helps to support Clothe-A-Child in various ways.
Our community is blessed by the Lincoln Central Neighborhood Family Center and their
director, Diane Doup. Their cooperation has been instrumental in providing the names of
neighborhood families who need assistance as the school year begins. Thank you to
Diane and her staff for their continued support.
Thank you to our volunteer shoppers! Our Clothe-A-Child shoppers play a tremendous
role in the success of this program. These wonderful shoppers have the pleasure of
directly interacting with the families for their personal shopping experience, and have a
unique and positive opportunity to meet with the parents, grandparents and their
children. It is also a time to share a little bit of their day with them, provide
encouragement and conversation, and just enjoy the adventure. The shoppers always
strive to do their best for the children, and there may be unseen challenges or shopping
that takes extra time. But our shoppers’ dedication to the families and their children is
rewarding and beneficial for everyone involved in this experience. This may seem like a
small act of kindness, but it may be the most important act that has happened to
someone else. The families are always extremely grateful for the clothes and shoes they
receive. Their gratitude and appreciation is expressed in warm and sincere thanks,
smiles, hugs, and sometimes even tears of joy. So a great big THANK YOU to this year’s
shoppers who are: Judy and Charles Dewey, Cathy Custer, Sandy Rees, Sandy Watts,
Ashley Toler, and Karen Sluder and her granddaughter. Praises and accolades for your

enthusiasm, dedication, and compassion.
Finally, at the heart of the Clothe-A-Child mission is our FUMC congregation family. A
tremendous “Thank You” seems almost inadequate, but without your love, support and
commitment to the children, this mission would not flourish. For 37 years Clothe-A-Child
has been an unwavering neighborhood mission and it is our honor and pleasure to serve
these families. Service can be a uniquely personal and spiritual practice, and we can
experience great joy as we give ourselves in service to others. It blesses us with a
growing awareness of our oneness with those we care for and serve. It is an affirmation
of God’s presence in our lives and His love for us. Through God’s loving grace, we
faithfully serve Him with the gifts He has given us. Thank you, again, for your continued
love and support of Clothe-A-Child.
God Bless You All,
Robin Campbell

UMCOR Donation
Thank you for your generations
donations
to
UMCOR
(United
Methodist Committee on Relief)! Over
$3,500 was raised for hurricane relief
efforts.

NoEL - No Empty Lunchboxes
Please join on on Sunday, October 6 between
services to pack NoEL lunches. All ages are
welcome to help serve neighborhood school
children.

Pastor and Staff Appreciation Sunday

This year the Staff Parrish Relations Committee is inviting you to join us in Fellowship
Hall on October 20 between services, to express your appreciation to the pastors and
staff of FUMC and Learning Tree Preschool. You won’t want to miss this unique
opportunity to share a word of thanks with our pastors and staff. There will be blank
cards and writing utensils for you to compose thank-you notes or bring your own
completed cards and drop them in the basket. The pastors and staff have been invited to
attend so you may have the opportunity to also thank them in person.

Oh yes, there will be beverages and cookies for your midmorning appetite.

Welcoming Our Children to Worship
In order to best serve the needs of our children, we have several op ons for them during Sunday
morning services. For our youngest worshippers, families may choose to keep their children with
them or they may opt to take them to the nursery in room 310. The nursery is available for children
3 and under throughout the 9am and 11am services. A Sunday School class is also available for them
at 10:10am.
To help families engage children of all ages in worship, we have a wide variety of materials available
in the Kid's Corner, located on the west side of the narthex. The Kid's Corner is ﬁlled with books,
coloring books and drawing materials, s cker projects, ﬁdgets and other quiet toys. You can even
grab a pre-made worship bag! If you're looking for something to keep busy hands occupied--this is
the place to go. Children of any age are welcome in the Kid's Corner, but if they desire to remain
there during the service, they must be accompanied by a family member.
In addi on to the Kid's Corner, a children's bulle n is available each week that contains games and
puzzles related to the scripture of the day. Children's bulle ns are available at all entrances--just ask
a greeter for one as you enter worship! Most weeks the children's bulle n also has a secret code to
access more games online.
For children aged 3 to 3rd grade, we welcome them to Kid's Connec ons following the Children's
Moment each week. Kid's Connec ons is located in room 311. Here, the children par cipate in a
Bible lesson complete with engaging videos and activities that reinforce the lesson.
If you have any ques ons about children's programming at FUMC, reach out to the Director of
Youth and Family Ministries, Jen Riddle.

Learning Tree Preschool News
Fun was had by all at WorldFest 2019. Thank you to everyone that made WorldFest
2019 a success!

Please visit the Learning Tree Preschool Facebook Page to see additional pictures.

United Methodist Women
Miriam Circle
Miriam Circle met on Wednesday, September 18, 2019, in the Blue Room with 10
members present. Sue Paris was hostess and provided dessert with a fall theme. The
program was a 2020 planning session. The next meeting will be Wednesday, October
16 at 1:00 p.m. in the Blue Room.
Naomi Circle
The Naomi Circle met on Monday, September 9 at the home of Connie Wilson. There
were 15 in attendance. Jeri Ahlbrand gave the program about the Lucille Raines
program. The next meeting will be Monday, October 14 at 7:00 p.m.

Congratulations on the birth of Indy Machelle-Jace Dixon. Indy
was born on Friday, August 23 and joins her big sister Eavey.
Her parents are Kayla and Cory Dixon and grandparents are
Bill and Barb Dixon.

FUMC Youth Assist in Packing Over 28,000 Meals for Feed My Starving
Children
A group of FUMC youth joined a community-wide effort to pack meals for Feed My
Starving Children, an international relief organization. The over 28,000 meals were
packed in just over 90 minutes of work! Meals were packaged assembly-line style, with
youth and adults adding rice, soy, dried vegetables, and vitamins to a plastic bag that
was then heat-sealed. Every time 36 packages of meals were completed, our table
shouted exuberant rhymes to celebrate that we packed an entire box (and alert the
warehouse team to pick up our box).
Meals from Feed My Starving Children are distributed all over the world and are used
most frequently in settings where children are transitioning back to solid food following a
period of starvation. The FMSC formula we packed is specially designed for these
vulnerable children. Our students loved the fast-paced packing experience and are
looking forward participating again next year!

Save the Date
don't forget to bake
for the

29th Annual Cookie Walk
Saturday, November 23

An Update from The Ecumenical Assembly
Our church is a member of the Ecumenical Assembly.
This group of churches operates a food pantry, provides
a free hot meal every night of the week, and runs an
emergency shelter called Brighter Days. The number of
people in need is at a record high. Brighter Days is often
full and has had to turn some people away; many nights every bed is occupied and ten
people are sleeping on floor mats. In addition, last month Love Chapel provided
groceries for 4468 individuals at the food pantry, an all-time high. The nightly hot meal
sites are reporting numbers as high as 85-95. Love Chapel also provided 57 individuals
with financial assistance last month. We continue to need volunteers! Please contact the
volunteer coordinator, Kathy Thompson, for more information about how to get involved.

Pastoral Assistance
Reverend Boles will be out of the country from September 29 through October 12. If you
need pastoral assistance during this time, please contact Pastor Sarah at the church
office.

Automatic Church Contributions Made Easy
An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means you will always be
current, no waiting for a statement to see your balance, no more forgetting of your
offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about envelopes. You can
choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from either checking or savings.
To start your automatic contribution by calling the church office:
Call Tammy Fields at 812-378-2826.
Tammy will help you setup the automatic transfer.
You will choose the amount, the bank and the timing. The withdrawal will show up on your
monthly bank statement.

Church Communications
Did you know, Pastor Boles emails a Monday Devotional each week? Would you like to
receive a copy of The Spire via email? First Church also has three Facebook
pages: @columbusfumc and @fumcfamily and @fridaysatfirst and an Instagram
account, firstumcyouth.
Please contact the church office for more information about these communications.

Spire Deadline
Do you have news to share with the congregation? Please submit all information to the

church staff by the 20th of the month.
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Church Staff Directory

6 p m - Sons' Small Group-BR

1 1 a m - Celebration Service @
Sanctuary
2 p m - Indian Language GroupChapel, 116, MPR
4 : 3 0 p m - Sanscrit Language
Group-116, Chapel,
MpPm
R - LINCS with Kids-FH
5

9 a m - Traditional Service @
Sanctuary
1 0 a m - Coffee Connections @
Church Library
1 0 : 1 0 a m - Sunday School

6 p m - Sons' Small Group-BR

1 1 a m - Celebration Service @
Sanctuary
2 p m - Indian Language GroupChapel, 116, MPR
4 : 3 0 p m - Sanscrit Language
Group-116, Chapel,
MpPm
R - Book Club-Lib
6

1 0 : 1 0 a m - Sunday School

27

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

7 p m - Philharmonic-MC

5 p m - Hot Meals-FH @
Fellowship Hall
6 : 4 5 p m - BSF-Sanctuary

1 0 a m - Women's Bible Study-116

1 p m - Staff Meeting-CR @ FUMC
Conference Room
4 p m - Girl Scouts
Halloween/Founder's DayFH,
Chapel, Kitchen
6
: 3 0MPR,
p m - Chancel
Ringers-MC

29

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

6 : 3 0 p m - Chancel Ringers-MC

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

28

22

1 p m - Staff Meeting-CR @ FUMC
Conference Room
6 p m - GS Leader Mtg-MPR

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

7 p m - Church Council-BR

8 : 3 0 a m - Prayer Team-Chapel

7 p m - Philharmonic-MC

5 p m - Hot Meals-FH @
Fellowship Hall
6 : 4 5 p m - BSF-Sanctuary

1 0 a m - Women's Bible Study-116

8 : 3 0 a m - Prayer Team-Chapel

5 p m - Hot Meals-FH @
Fellowship Hall
6 : 3 0 p m - SPRC Meeting-CR @
First United
Methodist
Church,
6 : 4 5 p m - BSF-Sanctuary
618 8th St,
C
o
l
u
m
b
u
s
,
IN 47201,
7 p m - Philharmonic-MC
United States
21

1 0 a m - Women's Bible Study-116

1 0 a m - P.E.O Meeting-BR

6 : 3 0 p m - Girl Scouts-FH

1 p m - Staff Meeting-CR @ FUMC
Conference Room
6 : 3 0 p m - Chancel Ringers-MC

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

8 : 3 0 a m - Prayer Team-Chapel

15
9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

14

Columbus Day (regional holiday)

7 p m - Philharmonic-MC

5 p m - Hot Meals-FH @
Fellowship Hall
6 : 4 5 p m - BSF-Sanctuary

1 0 a m - Women's Bible Study-116

1 p m - Staff Meeting-CR @ FUMC
Conference Room
6 : 3 0 p m - Chancel Ringers-MC

8

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

6 : 3 0 p m - Girl Scouts-FH

6 : 3 0 p m - Chancel Ringers-MC

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

9 a m - Traditional Service @
Sanctuary
1 0 a m - Coffee Connections @
Church Library
1 0 a m - Staff Appreciation

20

13

1

1 p m - Staff Meeting-CR @ FUMC
Conference Room
5 : 3 0 p m - Trustees Meeting-CR

1 p m - Prayer Shawl-Lib.

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

Tue

8 : 3 0 a m - Prayer Team-Chapel

7

6

LTP Fall Break

30

29

Mon

Bells in Worship

6 p m - Sons' Small Group-BR

2 p m - Indian Language GroupChapel, 116, MPR
4 : 3 0 p m - Sanscrit Language
Group-116, Chapel,
M
R - LINCS with Kids-FH
5 pPm

1 1 a m - Celebration Service @
Sanctuary
1 2 : 3 0 p m - Cub Scouts-FH

9 a m - Traditional Service @
Sanctuary
1 0 a m - Coffee Connections @
Church Library
1 0 : 1 0 a m - Sunday School

1 1 a m - Celebration Service @
Sanctuary
2 p m - Indian Language GroupChapel, 116, MPR
4 : 3 0 p m - Sanscrit Language
Group-116, Chapel,
MpPm
R - Sons' Small Group-BR
6

9 a m - Traditional Service @
Sanctuary
1 0 a m - Coffee Connections @
Church Library
1 0 : 1 0 a m - Sunday School

Sun

FUMC Columbus, Holidays in United States
2

16

30

6 : 3 0 p m - Praise Team Practice @
FUMC Sanctuary

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

2 p m - Four Seasons Event (@
Four Seasons) @ Four
S
n s- R
e t i r Scouts-FH
ement
5 :e3a0spom
Cub
Center, 1901 Taylor Rd,
Columbus,
IN 47203,
6
: 3 0 p m - Praise
TeamUSA
Practice @
FUMC Sanctuary

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

23

6 p m - Cub Scouts-MPR, 312, 313,
314, 315, 316, 116, FH
6 : 3 0 p m - Praise Team Practice @
FUMC Sanctuary

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

1 2 p m - Finance Mtg.-CR @
First United Methodist
C h5u:r3c0hp, m
6 1-8Missions
8 t h S t , Mtg.-CR
Columbus, IN 47201,
U:n3i 0
t epdmS-t Praise
ates
6
Team Practice @
FUMC Sanctuary

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

9

6 : 3 0 p m - Praise Team Practice @
FUMC Sanctuary

6 p m - Cub Scouts-FH

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

Wed

10

3

7 p m - Chancel Choir-MC

9 a m - Homeschool Music
Program-MPR, Chapel, MC
9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

LTP Halloween Parade

Halloween

7 p m - Chancel Choir-MC

9 a m - Homeschool Music
Program-MPR, Chapel, MC,
1
1m
6 - Minds in Motion-FH
9a

9 a m - District Meeting-BR

7 p m - Chancel Choir-MC

9 a m - Homeschool Music
Program-MPR, Chapel, MC
9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

7 p m - Chancel Choir-MC

31

24

17

1 0 a m - Cookie Walk Meeting - CR

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

7 p m - Chancel Choir-MC

3 p m - Piano Lessons-FH

9 a m - Homeschool Music
Program-MPR, Chapel, MC
9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

Thu

7 p m - Fridays@First-BR, MC,
Sanctuary

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

9 a m - Minds in Motion-FH

1

25

18

11

4

Wedding

7 a m - BSF-BR

7 a m - BSF-BR

Blessing of the Animals

Sat

2

26

19

12

5

Oct 2019 (Eastern Time - New York)
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