The Spire - September 2019
Dear Friend,
I recently read a devotion about a young mother who was finding it difficult to find
uninterrupted time to think and pray. From the time that she awoke until the time she
went to bed, there was an endless list of things to be done. Often at the end of the day,
she would fall into bed thinking of all the things she had not accomplished. Her “to-do” list
would be even longer the next day.
With such a schedule, it was difficult to find quiet time to experience God’s love. The
mother was attending a short retreat and said to the leader how much she enjoyed this
respite. But soon she would be going back to her routine and knew that it wouldn’t
last. The delight of that retreat would give way to the demands of her daily life.
Referencing her children’s desire to be with her and held by her the retreat leader said
that God understood her weariness and her exhausted attempts to find quiet times. God
wasn’t asking her to add anything more to her already hectic schedule. To do so might
lead her to resent that time with God because it took away from other things that needed
to be done.
The leader suggested that this is why God comes to her in the child-like form of her own
children. God does so in order to surround her with love and because God wanted to
know what it felt like to be held by her love.
What a wonderful image. We often believe that we have to find those magical moments
to experience God’s love…go on a retreat, find 30 minutes of uninterrupted silence or
some other activity that often feels like one more item on an already full “to-do” list. What
if, instead, God is meeting us in our everyday activities? What if spending time with our
children or grandchildren as we share love with one another were viewed as a holy
moment with God? What if spending time with a lonely neighbor was seen as an act of
service in which we were bringing God to that person and/or meeting God through that
person? What if folding laundry, cooking dinner or mowing the lawn, were seen as
opportunities to show our love for others? Rather than taking away from our times of
devotion and spiritual moments, I wonder how life might look different if we saw these
necessary tasks as expressions of love in which God was present?
As we schedule our daily activities, may we view them as holy opportunities, chances to
share God’s love and encounter God’s love wrapped in our daily realities.
Pace bene (peace and all good things),
Howard

Sunday School
Children and Youth Sunday School Classes
Deep Blue Little Ones - Toddlers and Young Preschoolers
Room 310
Little Ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are
to God.
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade
Room 314
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of
the story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an
activity such as an art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own.
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade
Room 313
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts,
animated video storytelling, and active games-all combined into a living-faith experience
that will help children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today!
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation)
Room 312
Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United
Methodist tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and
unpacking their understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation.
High School Sunday School

Room 316
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss
how these current events intersect with their lives.

Adult Sunday School Classes
Digging into the Bible
Room 116
Please join us on September 8 as we begin a new study; Grace Is Greater by Kyle
Idleman.
Men and Women of Faith
Room 124
Men and Women of Faith will begin a new video study by Ray Vander Laan on
September 8 at 10:10 a.m. in room 124 (Multipurpose Room). The five week study “A
Clash of Kingdoms” will focus on Paul’s second mission trip and how he communicated
the Good News of Christ to Philippi, a Roman colony that worshiped false gods.
All are welcome and no material needed. Coffee and cookies will be available in the
classroom.
Traveler's Class
Blue Room
September 8 - Journeys - We'll put up a big map to share some of the physical places
we've travelled (even locally) since we last met in May. Then we'll move to thinking about
our faith journeys for the coming year.
September 15, 22 and 29 - Where the Crawdads
Sing by Delia Owens - "Why read a novel in Sunday
School class? Woven throughout the book are
natural imagery, animal instincts, birds, ecology,
education, parenting, loneliness, prejudice, female
vs male friendship, and poetry. The ignored lessons
from the Bible's Ten Commandments, the
Beatitudes, and the Sermon on the Mount, as well
as the Golden Rule, will play a major role in our
discussions", says Suzanne Smith, leader.

Fridays@First
September 20, 2019 @ 7:30 p.m.
Arkady Orlovsky, Cello and Tamara Orlovsky, Piano
Our Guests
Arkady Orlovsky is the former musical director of the Columbus Symphony Orchestra
and former principal cellist with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and the Kirov
Theatre Opera and Ballet Orchestra, Russia. He has served on the faculties of Butler
University and the Music Institute of Long Island. He received Bachelor’s Master’s and
Doctorate degrees from the St Petersburg Conservatory of Music in Russia. He currently
resides in New York City.
Tamara Orlovsky has been hailed as a dazzling virtuoso and a master musician of
astonishing technical ability! She has performed as a soloist with the Indianapolis
Symphony Orchestra, the Dresden Symphony Orchestra (Germany) and the Volgrad
Philharmonic Orchestra (Russia) just to name a few. Tamara was educated at the
Leningrad Conservatory of Music (Russia) where she earned her doctorate in music and
piano performance. She also resides in New York City.

September Book Club
The selection for the September book club

is “The Maytrees” by Annie Dillard. In this
bestselling novel Dillard explores issues of
loyalty, friendship and the power of
forgiveness. A copy of the novel is
available in the church library or can be
purchased at a discounted rate at
Viewpoint Bookstore here in town. We will
meet in the church library on Sunday,
September 20 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss
this book. All are welcome to attend.
Want to read ahead? Check out the book
club selections through the end of 2019.

Fridays@First 2019-2020
September 20, 2019 – 7:30 pm
Arkady & Tamara Orlovsky
Cello and Piano
October 25, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Columbus Brass Quintet
December 6, 2019 – 7:30 pm
“Celebrate the Season”
FUMC Chancel Choir, Chancel Ringers & CEHS "Center Stage"
We will need people to act as greeters and hosts for these concerts. If you would be
interested in participating in such a way, please contact Kevin Butler.

Parsifal
The Indiana University Jacobs School of Music is presenting the opera Parsifal this
November in Bloomington. This great opera composed by Richard Wagner is rarely
presented so this is a once in a lifetime opportunity. We would like to give you the
chance to see it live in person by taking a group of people from FUMC to this historic
event. If you would be interested in making this trip and would like more information,
please see Kevin Butler for a packet about this event. We will need to make our
reservations by the middle of September so please let Kevin know of your interest as
soon as possible.

Wish Trees for the Lebanon Children's Home

Each year, FUMC collects wish list items for the Indiana United Methodist Children's
Home. These wish list items are used for birthdays, rewards and much much more. Wish
list items include gift cards for McDonald's, Wal-Mart, Old Navy, and Kohl's, Amazon.com,
and posters, puzzles, and arts and crafts. Please see below for a more extensive list.

Please drop off any items to the baskets located in the Narthex or outside the church
office. Donations should be made by Monday, September 9.

Please Pickup Your Dishes
Are you missing a serving dish? Or maybe your favorite Tupperware container is MIA? I
have just the place for you to look: the church kitchen. There is a large collection of
dishes in church kitchen, please take a moment and check to see if any of these items

belongs to you.
Thank you!

Chancel Choir and Chancel Ringers
It’s not too late to join Chancel Choir or Chancel Ringers! Rehearsals have just begun
and we are looking for new members. Please see Kevin Butler or any current member for
more information. We need you to be a part of the music ministry here at FUMC!

Youth Group
The youth group had a blast at the Kick-Oﬀ Celebra on at Harrison Lake. The Rumsey family
graciously hosted a big group of middle and high school students.The lake, waterskiing and tubing,
ﬁshing, cornhole, and water balloons were big hits. Regular youth group mee ngs kicked oﬀ on
Sunday, August 25. All middle and high school students are invited to join us for dinner, games,
discussion, experiential learning, and fun!

Learning Tree Preschool News
The year started off great for 175 students at Learning Tree Preschool!
Thank you to everyone that purchased mums during the Annual LTP Mum Sale. If you
purchased mums, they will be available for pickup on Wednesday, September 4. Don't
worry if you didn't get the opportunity, extra mums will be available on Wednesday,
September 4 for purchase.
WorldFest 2019

United Methodist Women
Miriam Circle
Miriam Circle met on Wednesday, August 21 in the Blue Room with 10 members
present. Hostess Jennie Lutes provided dessert. Assistant Leader Karen
Hinderliter opened the meeting with prayer. Linda Lane used the UMW Prayer Calender
for August 21st to give witness, mission and Scripture for the day. She told a story about
a WW II Hoosier born female hero.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 18 at 1:00 p.m. in the Blue Room.
Naomi Circle
Naomi Circle met for its August planning meeting in the Blue Room on Monday, August
12 with 12 members attending. Assistant leader Lora Ayres led the meeting.
The hundred fiftieth year of UMW will be celebrated September 29th with members
leading both services.
Sue Romine presented the program with the book "Something Different about Andrew
" by and about a boy with autism. The next meeting Monday, September 9 will take
place in the Blue Room at 7:00 p.m.

The church mourns the loss of Joe Foyst.

Save the Date
29th Annual Cookie
Walk
Saturday, November
23
8th Annual Seeds of Love

Automatic Church Contributions Made Easy
An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means you will always be
current, no waiting for a statement to see your balance, no more forgetting of your
offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about envelopes. You can
choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from either checking or savings.
To start your automatic contribution by calling the church office:
Call Tammy Fields at 812-378-2826.
Tammy will help you setup the automatic transfer.
You will choose the amount, the bank and the timing. The withdrawal will show up on your
monthly bank statement.

Church Communications
Did you know, Pastor Boles emails a Monday Devotional each week? Would you like to
receive a copy of The Spire via email? First Church also has three Facebook
pages: @columbusfumc and @fumcfamily and @fridaysatfirst and an Instagram
account, firstumcyouth.
Please email Annie Tennis or call the church office for more information about these
communications.

Spire Deadline
Do you have news to share with the congregation? Please send all information to Annie
Tennis by the 20th of the month.
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Worship Services
Traditional at 9:00 a.m.
Celebration at 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.
Coffee Connections at 10:10 a.m.

