The Spire - August 2019
Dear Friend,
Last month I wrote about the disruptions facing our church with all the construction
projects. The parking lot project is now completed and looks great. While sitting vacant,
one member commented that he hadn’t really looked at it closely, but now noticed what
an expansive lot we have. We are fortunate in that regard.
Likewise, the renovations in the Education Wing have been completed, just in time for
the new season of Learning Tree Preschool. The students will return to new cabinetry,
additional water in classrooms and a fresh look to the rooms. Once the teachers have
moved their things back into the rooms, we will have an open house for all to see.
By the time this newsletter arrives, the new sidewalk on Lafayette Street should be
finalized providing a safer sidewalk for all who walk there.
Other projects are ongoing. The workers are continuing to seal the stained glass
windows along the south and east sides of the sanctuary. And the work on the
Columbarium will begin in mid-August.
It may sound odd to hear this, but I hope that we do not forget the disruption. There will
come a day when these projects will all be completed and we will be able to see the
beauty of the final work. Our focus will be upon the finished product. But, remembering
the struggle and the disruption is important. When other projects arise (and they
inevitably will) our memories will recall this summer and assure us that we will make it
through whatever may arise. We will be able to meet any obstacle with the faith that
together we can do this.
As the Hebrew people were entering the Promised Land, God asked them to remember
the long walk through the desert. We remember the difficult times because they assure
us that with God’s help, there is nothing we cannot overcome. That has been our story
this summer and will continue to be a part of our story, a story worth remembering and
sharing.
Pace bene (peace and all good things),
Howard

Join us for a unified service at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. Then meet at Donner Park at
11:30 a.m. for fellowship, fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, and sno-cones. First
Church will provide chicken, beverages, sno-cones, and tableware. Please bring a side
dish or dessert to share. Food for special diets and allergy friendly options will be
available.

Sunday School
Children and Youth
Deep Blue Little Ones - Toddlers and Young Preschoolers
Room 310
Little Ones will hear of the importance God places on people and how important they are
to God.
Good Shepherd - Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade
Room 314
Children in Good Shepherd will hear the Bible story using wooden figures in the telling of
the story. They are given the opportunity to make it their own story by choosing an
activity such as an art project or using the wooden figures to retell the story on their own.
Deep Blue - 2nd Grade through 6th Grade
Room 313
Deep Blue includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts,
animated video storytelling, and active games-all combined into a living-faith experience
that will help children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today!
Submerge - 7th Grade and 8th Grade (and others attending Confirmation)
Room 312

Middle schoolers will explore what it means to belong to Christ inside of the United
Methodist tradition, diving into history, the meaning of worship, living in community, and
unpacking their understanding of key theological concepts for faith formation.
High School Sunday School
Room 316
High-schoolers will wrestle with current events topics and short term studies and discuss
how these current events intersect with their lives.

Worship Survey Sunday School Class
Last month, the church conducted a survey of our morning worship surveys. We
received about 100 responses. These surveys provided a glimpse into the views of our
two worship services. Overall, our worship services were met with a high level of
satisfaction. There were many things people said, “Don’t change this!” There were also
some very helpful critiques alerting us to areas where we can do better. We will be
sharing some of the findings in a Sunday School class on August 18 and August 25. All
are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall around 10:10 as we share the findings and
some ways we hope to improve our worship services here at First UMC.

Monday Morning Women's Bible Study
The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study is watching several religious movies and then
discussing the impact they have had. We will be finishing Jesus Christ, Superstar and
then watching one more movie before returning to a book study. The study we will begin
in August is The Remarkable Women of the Bible. It takes a look at the lives of
women in scripture and offers testimonies of changed lives and reflections on the
remarkable strengths God cultivates in women who love Him. Jocebed, Deborah, Ruth
and Naomi are examples of remarkable women. The book will also include stories of Eve,
Sarah, and Mary. If you would like to join us, please contact Jeri Ahlbrand, 379-9204, so
that books may be ordered and we are ready to begin.

“Beyond the Guarded Gate”
GeDeane Graham, Mezzo Soprano
Claudia Santana Nunez, Piano
Featuring the Indiana Premiere of
Through the Guarded Gate by Juliana Hall
(based on poems by Margaret Widdemer)
Our August 30 th Fridays@First concert will feature former Chancel Choir section leader
and former student of Jane Dutton, GeDeane Graham, with the Indiana Premiere of a
brand-new work Through the Guarded Gate. The work was commissioned by the Seattle
Arts Song Society and had its world premiere in Seattle last March and is being
presented in all 50 states before its official publication in 2020. We are extremely
honored to have the Indiana premiere here at FUMC. The work was composed by
American composer Julianna Hall (born 1958) and based on the poetry of Margaret
Widdemer who lived from 1884 to 1978 and who shared the 1919 Pulitzer Prize in Poetry
with Carl Sandburg. You can read more about this new work at
www.canticledistributing.com/wp/art-songs-womens-rights/. Ms. Graham will also be
performing unfamiliar art songs and spirituals by African American composers.
We hope you can attend this exciting opening to our 2019-20 season on August 30th at
7:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. Doors will open approximately one-half hour before the
performance. The concert is free and open to the public however donations will be
accepted and encouraged to defray the costs of bringing concerts like this to the
community of Columbus and the surrounding area.

Alive

The youth and chaperones recently spent a week in Ohio participating in mission work as
well as enjoying the Alive Festival. We started off the week serving at JIM’s Place, a
clothing mission of First United Methodist Church in New Philadelphia. There we hung
and sorted clothes, as well as helped guests of the store shop for what they needed. In
the afternoon, our service project was Friends of the Homeless of Tuscarawas County.
This emergency shelter provides wraparound services for those in need of housing and
food, helping them through the barriers to gaining a stable footing in life. Our group
helped do deep cleaning, move several large items, rearrange rooms, and spent time
learning about the ministry from employees and participants in the program. After our
service time was over, we were able to complete a fun scavenger hunt at Wal-Mart and
gather items that the shelter needed to help serve their clients. Presenting those items to
the folks at the shelter was many of our group’s high of the day!

On Thursday, we went to a new mission opportunity—Canton Calvary Mission. The
mission is a former UMC congregation, but now serves to continue the mission of that
church in the neighborhood. Our group helped in the clothing ministry, prepared and
served meals to 125 kids, and folded over 600 newsletters in about 2 hours! Our group
loves to serve and does it so well.
All the students in our group were responsible for cooking a meal, cleaning up, and
leading a devotion. They are all happy to serve and support one another. It was a great
time for me to be able to get to know these students and the adults that support them.
Despite the hot weather, the group enjoyed Christian concerts from a wide variety of
musical styles and well as speakers, comedians, and even a magic show during the
remainder of the week and were able to avoid severe weather for most of the trip.
We are so thankful for the support, prayers, and love that FUMC provides to our youth.
We are looking forward to great year together!
-Jen Riddle, Director of Youth and Family Ministries

August Book Club
The selection for the August Book Club is
“Educated” by Tara Westover. This book,
chosen by the New York Times as one of
the ten best books of 2018, tells the true
story of a sheltered young woman who
discovers the world through education. A
copy of the book is available in the church
library or can be purchased at a discount
at Viewpoint Books. We will meet on
Sunday, August 18 at 6:00 p.m. in the
church library for this discussion. All are
welcome!
Want to read ahead? Check out the book
club selections through the end of 2019.

Fridays@First 2019-2020
August 30, 2019 – 7:00 pm
“Beyond the Guarded Gate”
GeDeane Graham, Mezzo Soprano
Claudia Santana Nunez, Piano
Featuring the Indiana Premiere of Through the Guarded Gate
www.facebook.com/gedeanemezzo
September 20, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Arkady & Tamara Orlovsky
Cello and Piano
October 25, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Columbus Brass Quintet
December 6, 2019 – 7:30 pm
“Celebrate the Season”
FUMC Chancel Choir, Chancel Ringers & Special Guests
February 7, 2020 – 7:00 pm
“Let Love and Freedom Reign”
GeDeane Graham, Mezzo Soprano

Tiffany Williams, Soprano
Michael Walker, Counter Tenor
Dr. Karen Laubengayer, Piano
April 3, 2020 – 7:00pm
Echoing Air
www.echoingair.org
May 8, 2020 – 7:00 pm
Schumann Memorial Piano Concert
Stephenson/Gan Duo
Timothy Stephenson, Piano & Jia-Rong Gan, Violin
www.stephensongan.com
June 5, 2020 – 7:00 pm
An Tran, Guitar
www.antran.org

Wish Trees for the Lebanon Children's Home

Each year, FUMC collects wish list items for the Indiana United Methodist Children's
Home. These wish list items are used for birthdays, rewards and much much more. Wish
list items include gift cards (McDonald's, Wal-Mart, Old Navy, and Kohl's, just to name a
few), PG movies, stuffed animals, warm fuzzy blankets, board games and more. Wish
trees and a more extensive list of items will be available on Sunday, August 18.
Please drop off any items to the baskets located in the Narthex or outside the church
office. Donations should be made by Monday, September 8.

5 Myths about Music at FUMC
1. You have to be a great singer or musician!
We have and need all levels of talent involved in music at FUMC. A musical group is the
blending of a wide variety of skills and abilities. The more types of talents we can work
with, the greater our ability to have great success. Music is a kaleidoscope of colors that
blend together to create art. The color your talent adds is vital to the mosaic that is music
at FUMC. We want to have as many as talents as possible. It takes a variety of different
shades or different levels of talent to create the picture we want. We need you!
2. You have to be able to read music to participate!
If you know the first seven letters of the alphabet (a, b, c, d, e, f, g) and can count to 4
(sometimes 6 or 7) then you have all the basics necessary to follow a musical score and
to learn how to become a reader of music. All of us begin with no ability to read music. It
must be learned and since all the current participants in music have begun the learning
process, we are glad and happy to share our experiences with you and to help you. In
fact, one of the great joys we have as musicians is sharing our experiences with new
members. We need you!
3. It takes all your time!
The Chancel Ringers rehearse every Tuesday evening starting August 27 from 6:30 –
8:00 pm and play in worship one Sunday each month. The Chancel Choir rehearses
every Thursday evening starting August 29 from 7:00 – 8:30 pm and sings almost every
Sunday at the 9:00 am worship service from September through the beginning of
June. The Praise Team rehearses on Wednesday evening from 6:30 – 8:00 pm and
sings each Sunday at the 11:00 am worship service. We do not expect you to be at every
rehearsal or in every worship service. We want you to be there when you can so that you
can let your participation in worship be enjoyable and spiritual. We do not want

participation in music to be a burden, but a joy and we love to share the joy we have in
music with others. We need you!
4. There are age limits to your participation!
Any person of any age can have a role to play in music at FUMC. You are never too
young or too old to let your spirit express itself in music either in worship, assisting with
Fridays@First or behind the scenes. We can teach old dogs new tricks and we can help
young pups develop their skills. We need greeters and hosts for all our musical events
and your smiling face can be the one that encourages a visitor to come back or to come
to worship. Our music program is extensive and needs more hands and minds to foster it
with tender love and care – your skills may be just what it needs. We need you!
5. Kevin is a mean taskmaster who expects and demands perfection!
Well, maybe some myths are true, but despite that – WE NEED YOU!!!
Please join in the fun with music at FUMC!

Music
We have a great tradition here at FUMC that in the summer while the choir is on break
many talented musicians from the church and surrounding communities share their
talents with us at the 9:00 am worship service. I thought you might enjoy having a list of
our guests this summer. If you would like any more information about any of these guests
please feel free to contact me. I hope you will take a moment after the service to thank
them for sharing with us. Also, if you have suggestions for guests in the future please
drop me a note. Thanks!
Summer Soloists:
August 4 – Church Picnic – Jazz Trio (Christmas Eve)
Gary Walters – Piano, Thomas Brinkley – Bass, Cameron Bailey – Drums
August 11 – Columbus Brass Quintet
August 18 – Josef Lamell, Clarinet – IU Student
August 25 – Mallory Carnes, Viola – IU Student
September 1 – Rebecca Salo, French Horn – IU Student
September 8 – Chancel Choir Returns to Worship

Learning Tree Preschool News
Learning Tree Preschool will kick off the 2019-2020 school year on Wednesday,
August 14. The staff of 25 will welcome 175 students!
In addition to the regular start of a new school year excitement, our teachers are
delighted with the classroom updates. New cabinetry was installed in every classroom
and sinks were installed in the three classrooms that previously had none.

United Methodist Women
The Naomi and Miriam Circles will begin meeting in August. Naomi Circle meets on
August 12, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., at the home of Lora Ayres. The program will be planning
for 2020. On August 21, 2019, at 1:00 p.m., Miriam Circle will meet in the Blue Room
and have a video of Mission u.

The church mourns the loss of Janie Hood and Cashton
James Westgerdes.

Automatic Church Contributions Made Easy
An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means you will always be
current, no waiting for a statement to see your balance, no more forgetting of your
offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about envelopes. You can
choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from either checking or savings.
To start your automatic contribution by calling the church office:
Call Tammy Fields at 812-378-2826.
Tammy will help you setup the automatic transfer.
You will choose the amount, the bank and the timing. The withdrawal will show up on your
monthly bank statement.

Church Communications
Did you know, Pastor Boles emails a Monday Devotional each week? Would you like to
receive a copy of The Spire via email? First Church also has three Facebook
pages: @columbusfumc and @fumcfamily and @fridaysatfirst and an Instagram
account, firstumcyouth.
Please email Annie Tennis or call the church office for more information about these
communications.

Spire Deadline
Do you have news to share with the congregation? Please send all information to Annie
Tennis by the 20th of the month.
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