The Spire - July 2019
Dear Friend,
This may go into the history books as the summer of multi-tasking. We have so many
projects going on simultaneously! I trust that we will look back with gratitude and
appreciation for the work that is being done. But, in the meantime, there is a lot of dis…
disruption, disorganization and disorientation.
As I write, I can see out my office window as the parking lot is being repaved. Though we
have tried to communicate the stages of work, this project has created challenges to
events, including Sunday morning worship.
The repairs are continuing on the stained glass windows. The final process is the
installation of protective coverings on the outside. This is a tedious process, but when
done properly will help preserve this beautiful aspect of our sanctuary for many years to
come.
There are workers throughout the education wing installing new cabinets and providing
water to classrooms. Before they left for the summer, Learning Tree teachers had to box
their classroom materials to make it possible for the removal of old cabinets and the
installation of new ones.
These are some of the physical changes happening to our building. There have also
been other important changes. We are grateful to be returning to a full staff with the
promotion of Sarah Campbell to Associate Pastor and the hiring of Jennifer Riddle as our
Youth and Family Ministries Director. They will be a great asset to our ministry, each
bringing wonderful gifts to share.
Amid such transitions, constructions projects and the usual summer programming, there
are a couple of things we need to remember. First, God is with us in these
transitions. Each in their own way is stressful, but God is there among us leading us
through the changes. Second, we have some great leaders working diligently. From the
Trustees overseeing these projects to the Staff Parish committee guiding us through
staffing changes to the custodial staff and their flexibility amid the many changes and the
understanding of the congregation, I can only conclude that we are truly blessed.
I have to admit that I will be glad when the projects conclude and we gain the benefit of
these much needed changes. But, until that time arises, thank you for your prayers and
understanding as we continue to grow into the church God has called us to be.
Pace bene (peace and all good things),
Howard

Last Call for Church Directory Photos
If you have not submitted a photo for the new church directory, please do so by Sunday,
July 7 to Annie Tennis.

Transitions
July 1 will be a week of transitions for our congregation. Beginning that week, Sarah

Campbell has been appointed to begin serving as our Associate Pastor. Sarah began
exploring her call to ministry several years ago and has been taking classes to prepare
for this opportunity. We are pleased to welcome her in this new role. As she transitions to
Associate Pastor, we will welcome Jen Riddle as our new Director of Youth and Family
Ministries. Jen has extensive experience with children and family ministries and we look
forward to the gifts she will share. We are thankful for these new beginnings and offer
our support and prayers in this time of transition.

Welcome Jen Riddle
Jen was born in Western New York and has lived in Indiana
since 2010. She received her undergraduate degree in
psychology from Grove City College, a Masters in
Applied Behavior Analysis from Northeastern University, and
a Master of Divinity from Christian Theological
Seminary. Jen's previous career was devoted to helping
children with autism reach their full potential.
Jen cherishes her role as step-mom to her husband Eric's 2
children. She enjoys pushing her limits in running, focusing
on developing a healthy lifestyle, reading a wide variety of
books, spending time with her cat, and traveling with family.
Jen's favorite vacation was an anniversary trip to Greece and England. She loves college
basketball and NFL football. Jen tolerates baseball, having lived in Boston and married
into a family of avid Cardinals fans.
Favorite Scripture:
James 3:13 (MSG): Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom?
Here’s what you do: Live well, live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not the way
you talk, that counts.

2019 FUMC Worship Survey
It is important to do periodic evaluations of our ministry together. One of the most
important aspects of First UMC is our worship services. Please take a few minutes to fill
out this survey. Your honesty is important as we seek to evaluate our current services
and what changes may be needed to make them as meaningful as possible. Thank you
for providing your feedback!

Mountain Mission Truck
The Mountain Mission Truck will be coming to First UMC on
Tuesday, July 9 . If you have clothing, furniture or household
items to donate you can bring them by the church office prior to
that date. Among their greatest needs are: Men’s and children’s
summer clothing, good pots and pans, men’s shoes and good
used furniture.

Finance Committee Update
Welcome to the regular update on the Church finances! Once again it is a thrill to look back at all we
have accomplished the past few months with the resources that God has given us. The strength of
our faith community is so evident in the mission fund raising and fellowship of Smorgasbord, the
community outreach of weekly Monday night Hot Meals, the packed church in the special music
ministry of the Purdue Glee Club, and so much more!
We are happy to announce that we have adjusted our spending to be er match our income, and
we are currently spending at a sustainable rate that should not deplete the con nuing support

“emergency fund”. We will have some changes to our spending coming up, including when we fully
replenish the staﬀ with the hiring of a new youth director as Sarah moves into the associate pastor
role.
You are seeing some of the fruits of the capital campaign in the comple on of the security system,
the sanctuary window project, exterior pain ng, and the parking lot. Your planned (and
unplanned!) gi s to that are also an important part of our investment in the longer term future for
FUMC.
This is all only possible thanks to your con nued stewardship through your me, your talents, and
your treasure. Thanks for your support!

Dine for Dollars - Chicago's Pizza
Help Support the FUMC Youth Group while having a great
meal out! When you dine in or carry out at Chicago’s
Pizza on Tuesday, July 2, 2019 between the times of
5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 20% of your check will go to the
FUMC Youth Group to help with their annual Alive Trip.
Just tell your waiter or waitress that you are there for the
dine to donate! Hope to see you there!
3780 West Jonathan Moore Pike Columbus, IN 47201

July Book Club
The church book club will meet on
Sunday, July 21 to discuss the book, “A
Gentleman
in
Moscow”
by Amor
Towles. We will meet in the church library
at 6:00 p.m. and all are welcome to attend.
Want to read ahead? Check out the book
club selections through the end of 2019.

New Member Orientation Class
Interested in becoming a member of First UMC? The
next new member orientation will be held on Sunday,
July 28 at 10:00 a.m. New members will be
welcomed on Sunday, August 4 at the unified
worship service, prior to the picnic. For more
information please contact Reverend Boles at 812372-2851.

Digging into The Bible
All are welcome to join the Digging into The Bible Sunday School Class in Room 116 at
10:10 a.m. as they continue to meet over the summer.

Cracks in the Stained Glass
A concerned member at church recently approached me pointing out some “cracks” in
the newly replaced windows to me and said, “The church is paying a lot of money to still
have these!” They were right, so I followed up with our expert Jules. Here’s what I
learned. The Jules Mominee Company repaired 150 cracked sections and replaced 300
sections. They are members of the Historical National Preservation Society of Stain
Glass and follow strict standard guidelines. Jules was a speaker and taught a class at the
National Stain Glass Conference in Texas last month. It’s a timely process to work with
these cracks. If it is a clean break, the glass is cleaned and a special glue- stronger than
glass is applied to ensure no air or moisture remains and keeps the integrity of the
window. This is the preferred process over replacement of glass due to true color
matching. (The special glue used by the way is $150 for 1/4 cup! It is special!) Jules’s
goal for our windows was to keep as much of the original glass. But I was quickly
corrected when I referred to those lines as “cracks”...not any more- they are solid!
Susan Gobert, Trustee Chair

Music
We have a great tradition here at FUMC that in the summer while the choir is on break
many talented musicians from the church and surrounding communities share their
talents with us at the 9:00 am worship service. I thought you might enjoy having a list of
our guests this summer. If you would like any more information about any of these guests
please feel free to contact me. I hope you will take a moment after the service to thank
them for sharing with us. Also, if you have suggestions for guests in the future please
drop me a note. Thanks!
Summer Soloists:
June 9 – Molly Dye, Viola – FUMC member/Senior this fall
June 16 – Eli Heichelbech, Trombone – 2019 Graduate
June 23 – Cristina Eckert, Soprano – Chancel Choir Member
June 30 – Maia Campbell, Flute – FUMC member/ 2019 Graduate
July 7 – Madeline Coffey – New Soprano Section Leader – IU Student
July 14 – Lydia Perry, Flute – Herb & Maryjane Perry’s granddaughter
July 21 – Garrett Godsey – Bass Section Leader Sub/IU Student
July 28 – GeDeane Graham – Former Section Leader – IU Grad
August 4 – Church Picnic – Jazz Trio (Christmas Eve)
Gary Walters – Piano, Thomas Brinkley – Bass, Cameron Bailey – Drums
August 11 – Columbus Brass Quintet
August 18 – Josef Lamell, Clarinet – IU Student
August 25 – Mallory Carnes, Viola – IU Student
September 1 – Rebecca Salo, French Horn – IU Student
September 8 – Chancel Choir Returns to Worship

Brianna's Hope: Lap Blankets for A Better Life
First Church was able to donate 25 lap blankets to Brianna's Hope at Church
Conference. Thank you for your generosity!

Clothe-A-Child
Get ready…get set…it’s time for Clothe-A-Child! July is
so full of summer activities, vacations, family
gatherings, and so much more. As the July days whiz
by, we realize that August will soon be upon us, and
many families begin to contemplate the upcoming
school year. At FUMC, the beginning of school is an
exciting time in the life of our church, and the Clothe-AChild program is eager to launch its 2019 campaign,
too. What is Clothe-A-Child? This is our local
community mission that serves neighborhood families
by helping provide school clothes for their children as
they enter the school year. This important mission
began 37 years ago to assist neighborhood families with school clothes for their children,
and continues on, serving neighbor families whose children need new clothes and
shoes.
FUMC has coordinated our shopping efforts with Lincoln Central Neighborhood, who
graciously provides the name of families who may need some assistance at the
beginning of school. This can be a tough and overwhelming experience for everyone
involved, and it is our hope to offer some relief and encouragement during a stressful
and financially difficult time. We are so blessed and honored to help these families as
they prepare for the year ahead.
This is our 37th year for Clothe-A-Child, and what a remarkable statement of caring and
compassion for our congregation as this mission continues to remain strong. The
success of this program is only possible because of our congregation, who realizes and
supports the importance of caring for those who struggle during the beginning of
school. By supporting this mission with your monetary contributions, volunteer shoppers,
and prayers, we are able to make a difference for so many families. So thank you and
accolades to all of you who continue to make a difference in their lives.
School begins August 7, and shopping for Clothe-A-Child will begin the last week of July
and the days of August before school starts. If you are interested in shopping for the kids
or would like more information, please contact Robin Campbell at 812-6036113. Monetary contributions are definitely welcome any time, but would be appreciated
by Sunday, July 21.
Clothe-A-Child is a wonderful local mission for families in our neighborhood. Thank you
all for your unwavering and continued support and service. God bless all of you.
Robin Campbell

2nd Annual Love Chapel Benefit

Songs for a Summer Evening - Sing for Their Supper

Several area musicians are donating their time to present an evening of music to benefit
Love Chapel – free of charge but donations are encouraged. Last year’s event had over
300 people in attendance and around $3750.00 raised. Performers this year include: Ed
Browne, Cindy McMillin, Dianne Sprunger, Doug Sprunger, Jenny Heichelbech & sons,
Tayler Seymour, Allison Kunkler and many others. Please plan to attend and invite all
your friends to this great cause and wonderful evening of music. Please feel free to
contact Kevin Butler if you need further information or would like to help in publicizing or
helping at this event. Please take a poster to spread the news!

Parsonage for Sale
The Trustees are placing the church owned
parsonage up for sale. If you or someone you
know would be interested in purchasing a 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath home, please contact the
church office for more details. The home is
located at 4260 Fairlawn Drive.

Congratulations on the birth of Ava Delores Tyree, daughter
of Brittany and Tanner Tyree, great granddaughter to Bob
and Delores Niemoeller.
Congratulations on the birth of Anna Marguerite Gobert. Anna
was born on June 6. Anna is the daughter of Matt and Lacey
Gobert and granddaughter of Steve and Susan Gobert. Anna
joins big sister Linda.
We welcome Nancy Riley to our church family. Nancy joined
First Church on Sunday, June 9.
The church mourns the loss of Iona Ray, Patricia Dixon, and
Don Reed.

Fridays@First 2019-2020
We will be announcing our schedule for the upcoming season at the end of July and in
the August issue of The Spire. We have a great season planned with many concerts you
are sure to enjoy. Please look and watch for these announcements. I will give you a small
hint to save Friday, August 30 for the Indiana Premiere of a work just recently
premiered in the United States this last March. Be one of the first people in Indiana to
hear this exciting new work!

Automatic Church Contributions Made Easy
An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means you will always be
current, no waiting for a statement to see your balance, no more forgetting of your
offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about envelopes. You can
choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from either checking or savings.
To start your automatic contribution by calling the church office:
Call Tammy Fields at 812-378-2826.

Tammy will help you setup the automatic transfer.
You will choose the amount, the bank and the timing. The withdrawal will show up on your
monthly bank statement.

Church Communications
Did you know, Pastor Boles emails a Monday Devotional each week? Would you like to
receive a copy of The Spire via email? First Church also has three Facebook
pages: @columbusfumc and @fumcfamily and @fridaysatfirst and an Instagram
account, firstumcyouth.
Please email Annie Tennis or call the church office for more information about these
communications.

Spire Deadline
Do you have news to share with the congregation? Please send all information to Annie
Tennis by the 20th of the each month.
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