The Spire - June 2019
Dear Friend,
A friend recently brought to my attention a scene from the movie, “Man of Steel.” This
movie about a young Clark Kent describes the moment he begins to realize that he is
different. He learns of his superhero powers. As a child on the playground he becomes
overwhelmed by “the noise” of all those in need. Both near and far he is surrounded by
cries of help and it becomes more than he can handle. In a panic he locks himself in a
room and tells his mother, “The world’s too big.” With the gentle wisdom of a mother she
tells him, “Then make it small.”
The world does seem big and overwhelming. To watch the evening news is to be
bombarded by needs. There are refugees fleeing war-torn areas. There are immigrants
at the border pleading for safety. There are hungry people around the world and in our
own community. There are families struggling with addictions. There are consequences
of climate change. The list goes on.
We hear about such circumstances and think to ourselves, what can I do to possibly help
the situation? Because we are good, caring people we want to do something. But,
because we are human we have to acknowledge that there is only so much we can
do. We cannot fix everything that is broken. Faced with such daunting situations, one
possibility is to succumb to apathy and presume there is nothing we can do to change
the world. The apathy brings no satisfaction because it feels like giving up. In lieu of
doing nothing, we hear that wisdom that says, “Make it small.”
I like that advice on many levels. For one, it encourages us to act, even if that action is
small. Oftentimes our first small act is a tentative step that leads to further actions down
the road. We begin caring for the environment by recycling, planting a tree, taking our
own bag to the grocery. That may be a small step that leads to greater awareness of
other things we can do. We cannot care for all the children in need around the world, so
we focus on one area, say a small village in Guatemala. Through our actions we help to
build a school where children are educated, fed, and encouraged to dream. We didn’t
heal the whole world, but we made a meaningful difference.
This is one of the benefits of belonging to a community of faith. We consciously align with
other believers with caring hearts. When faced with the daunting needs to feed the
hungry, care for the sick, befriend the lonely, bring peace to the troubled places of the
world…the church offers a way to make these big problems more manageable and
provide us all with ways to make a difference.
Thanks for all that you do and for the ways in which we can minister together in this great
big world.
Pace bene (peace and all good things),
Howard

Parking Lot Construction
During the first weeks of June we
anticipate the repair work for our main
church parking lot. The current lot will be
removed making the lot inaccessible
during this time. During the week, there is
ample parking in the lot north of 9th Street
or the lot on Lafayette Street. On
Sundays, you can use these lots, park along the street or use the Hathaway Myers
Funeral Home on 10th and Pearl Streets. Please give yourself a few extra minutes during
this construction period.

June Book Club
The selection for the June book club
is “Looking for Alaska” by John
Green. This book deals with issues of
regret, grief and finding meaning
amidst tragedy. We will meet on
Sunday, June 16 at 6:00 p.m. in the
church library. All are welcome to
attend.

Mission Guatemala Report
On Sunday, June 9, the First UMC team that
went to Mission Guatemala will share their
pictures and insights from the mission
trip. Come and join us at 6:00 p.m. to learn
more about this incredible mission, the work we
were able to do and the plans for the future. We will be planning to return in 2021, so this
might also be a chance to ask questions about participating in that trip.

Digging into The Bible
All are welcome to join the Digging into The Bible Sunday School Class in Room 116 as
they continue to meet over the summer.

Trustee Update
We are on the final stretch of the stained glass window project. Protective vented
coverings are now being installed. Work on the west side of the sanctuary is being
completed first. Pending weather, it should take two weeks after which the Lafayette
sidewalk replacement can begin.
The sidewalk replacement should take one week and hopefully not disrupt Sunday
services. However, the Lafayette Street entrance (the only handicapped entrance) will be
unusable during this time.
The main parking lot is due to begin Tuesday, May 28 and tentative to be completed on
Monday, June 10. Patience during this busy project season is much appreciated. During
this project, the main church parking lot will be closed. Parking will be available in the lot
north of 9th Street, the Lafayette Street lot, and along the street.

Father's Day Ugly Tie Contest
Father’s Day at First UMC signals the return of the
Ugly Tie Contest. Dig deep into your closet and find
that special tie that you have been hiding and wear it
to the worship services on Sunday, June 16. We will
judge the ties between services in Fellowship Hall.

Conversation on the 2019 General Conference

Rev. Boles will be leading a conversation about the latest developments within the United
Methodist Church, related to the 2019 General Conference, on Sunday, June 9 at
10:00 a.m. We will discuss the Judicial Council decisions, ongoing developments about
the direction of our denomination and any topics related to the Annual Conference in
Indianapolis. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall and all are welcome to attend.

Brianna's Hope: Lap Blankets for A Better Life
As part of the Indiana gathering of United Methodists called Annual Conference,
churches are invited to donate a lap blanket (about 3’ X 5’) which will be given to a
recovering ministry for persons struggling with opioid or other addictions. The blankets
can be homemade or store bought. If you would like to donate a blanket, please bring it
to the church the week of Sunday, June 2 and we will bless them during the worship
service on Sunday, June 9.

Indy Pride Parade
O n Saturday, June 8, churches from Columbus will
march in the Indy Pride parade in support of the LGBTQ
community.
The
title,
“Columbus
Welcoming
Congregations: Pride in Community” will unite several
churches in Columbus. If you would like to participate,

please contact Reverend Boles.

Vacation Bible School

Register now!
Get ready for Who Is My Neighbor? vacation Bible school, where children will learn about
neighbors near and far!
First United Methodist Church is partnering with our own neighbors at First Presbyterian
Church to offer VBS to our neighborhood and friends. Fun activities will help Bible stories
come to life and lead children deeply into Scripture focused on God’s care and
compassion for neighbors close at hand and around the world.
Children ages 3 (who are independently toileting) up to 6th Grade are welcome to this
time of worship, games, crafts, dinner, friends, and fun!
Who Is My Neighbor? will take place at First Presbyterian Church on June 24-27th from
5:30-8pm.
VBS is free and open to everyone.

Learning Tree Preschool Cabinets Available
On May 28, Learning Tree Preschool began a classroom refurbishment project. As part
of this project the existing cabinets in the preschool classrooms will be removed and
replaced. We are offering these units to members of the church first before making them
available to members of the community.
There are 14 different units. Pictures, approximate sizes and number of each units
available are listed below. Cabinets will be dispersed on a first come first serve basis.
Good will donations would be appreciated and will benefit Learning Tree Preschool.
Please contact Sue Ellen Brown (812-378-2825) if you are interested in one or more of
these cabinets.
Arrangements to remove these cabinets must be made by Friday, June 7.

United Methodist Women
UMW Board Meeting
The UMW board will meet in the Blue Room on Wednesday, June 5, 2019, at 10:00
a.m. There are several items that need to be addressed before the summer break. I
hope the circle leaders and other board members will be able to meet. See you then.
Miriam Circle
Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on May 15 with 12 members present. Linda Lane was
hostess, setting a beautiful table and dessert. Judy Minniear presented a delightful
program, A History of Aprons. Devotions were given by Linda Lane from the UMW Prayer
Calendar. The next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 21, in the Blue Room.
Naomi Circle
Naomi Circle had its annual May pitch-in in the Blue Room of the church with 15

members attending. Sarah Campbell presented the program and told about the
happenings that led her to be our church associate pastor.
The next meeting will be Monday, August 12 , in the Blue Room with planning for the
next year.

Missions Update
O n Sunday, June 23, we will welcome Kelly Daughtery the new Executive Director of
Love Chapel. Kelly will spend a few minutes at both first and second service to discuss
Love Chapel. We hope you will join us in welcoming Kelly to FUMC.

The church mourns the loss of Carolyn Wicker.

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday Night Showcase

2nd Annual Love Chapel Benefit
“Sing for Their Supper”
July 27, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Featuring local artists in concert
Free & Open to the Public – Donations Encouraged!

Dine for Dollars - Chicago's Pizza
Help Support the FUMC Youth Group while having a
great meal out! When you dine in or carry out at
Chicago’s Pizza on Tuesday, July 2, 2019 between
the times of 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 20% of your
check will go to the FUMC Youth Group to help with
their annual Alive Trip. Just tell your waiter or
waitress that you are there for the dine to donate!
Hope to see you there!
3780 West Jonathan Moore Pike Columbus, IN
47201

Automatic Church Contributions Made Easy
An automatic contribution to First United Methodist Church means you will always be
current, no waiting for a statement to see your balance, no more forgetting of your
offering, no more postage expense, and no more worrying about envelopes. You can
choose a weekly, bi-monthly or monthly withdrawal from either checking or savings.
To start your automatic contribution by calling the church office:
Call Tammy Fields at 812-378-2826.
Tammy will help you setup the automatic transfer.
You will choose the amount, the bank and the timing. The withdrawal will show up on your
monthly bank statement.

Church Communications
Did you know, Pastor Boles emails a Monday Devotional each week? Would you like to
receive a copy of The Spire via email? First Church also has three Facebook
pages: @columbusfumc and @fumcfamily and @fridaysatfirst and an Instagram
account, firstumcyouth.
Please email Annie Tennis or call the church office for more information about these
communications.

Spire Deadline
Do you have news to share with the congregation? Please send all information to Annie
Tennis by the 20th of the each month.
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