
            

Beginning on Sunday September 14th, we will be offering a new worship opportunity at First UMC. 
The service will be an evening Vespers service in the Chapel at 6:00 p.m. 

For those who may not be familiar with a vespers service, the word vespers comes from the Latin 
word meaning evening and is associated with another Latin term meaning “lamp-lighting time.” 
Traditionally, Vespers services have been simple worship services that include the familiar 
elements of scripture and prayer and quiet reflection. The services are designed to be enlightening 
(pardon the pun) and offer insight for our daily lives. 

While emphasizing the meditation quality associated with a Vespers service, each weekly service 
will be based upon the theme of a social issue facing our society. The service will not be political in 
nature, but they will focus on current events prominent in the daily news and what the Bible says 
about these issues facing our world. 

For instance, the first service will be designed around the theme of immigration and what the Bible 
says about the treatment of immigrants. We will share scriptures related to the care of immigrants 
along with current examples of that kindness in action. There will be time to reflect, time to pray, 
time to ask how God is inviting you to care for the immigrants among us. 

Other Sunday topics will include: what the Bible says about caring for Creation, our role in caring 
for the physical health of those around us, what the biblical emphasis upon the widow, poor and 
orphans (the vulnerable) means for us today. 

The services will be designed as worship experiences and held in the Chapel every other Sunday, 
beginning on September 14 and 28. I hope this will be a meaningful and inspiring service that will 
provide some help and hope as we navigate a faithful response to the events of our day. 

Pace bene (peace and all good things), 

Howard 



                 



 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sunday Night Small Group 

I hope everyone has enjoyed these last days of summer! Our Sunday Night small group reconvenes on 
Sunday September 7th following our summer break. 

We meet in the Blue Room each Sunday evening at 6:00pm. We strive to conclude our session around 
7:30 or so. We always invite anyone who is interested in attending a small group to check us out! 

We will begin our session with the DVD study “Servant or Sucker” which offers wise and 
compassionate Christ-centered ways to help those in need. Realities of poverty such as relationships, 

time, money and values are very much a presence in our world today. 

Please join us for a lively discussion, fellowship, prayer and of course, snacks! We would love to see 
you there!!  

Contact Marsha Sons for more information. / 812-350-1277 / sonsjm@yahoo.com 

 



 

 

 

 

Love Chapel Update from the Missions Committee 

Most everyone at FUMC is somewhat familiar with Love Chapel. We want to take a few moments to provide a bit more 
background and what’s upcoming in September and October. FUMC has a long and supportive history with Love Chapel, 

which is officially The Ecumenical Assembly of Bartholomew County Churches. Love Chapel is a Christian based non-
profit organization that provides access to food, shelter and financial assistance to residents of Bartholomew County. It’s 

comprised of 24 area member churches and an additional 35 churches who provide support for the Love Chapel 
mission. FUMC was one of the 8 founding member churches in 1968 and has been a voting member of the board of 

directors since. We encourage you to take a few moments and become more familiar with this organization that plays 
such an important role in providing Christ’s LOVE in our community. 

Leanna Crawford Christian Concert: 
Sunday, September 14, 2025 / 7 – 10PM / Columbus East High School Auditorium / Admission $35 VIP $45 

Taste of Columbus 2025: (Yes, this is back!) 
Thursday, October 02, 2025 / 5 – 8PM (21+ Only) / The Commons, Downtown Columbus / Admission: $35 in advance 

$40 at the door 
You can purchase tickets and find more information about Love Chapel on their website at 

www.columbuslovechapel.com. Look for tickets under the Events tab. 



  

Book Club 

The selection for the September book club is Lisa Wingate’s novel, “What Are You 
Going Through” by Sigrid Nunez. Written from the perspective of a woman’s 
everyday encounters with the people around her, the book explores common 
themes of human emotions, longings and hopes. We will meet to discuss this novel 
on Sunday, September 21st at 6:00 p.m. in the church library.  

Upcoming selections include: 

October 19 “North Woods” by Daniel Mason 

November 16 “The Frozen River” by Ariel Lawhon 

December 21 “Christmas in Harmony” by Philip Gulley 



  
A Message to the Congregation of the  

First United Methodist Church from the Board of Trustees 

In our previous note, for the start of our Quarterly communications to the congregation in 
the Spire, we introduced ourselves and gave you links to the context of our work under The 

Book of Discipline that constitutes the law and doctrine of the United Methodist Church. 
We write now, with more context and an invitation. 

“I have given ability to all the skilled workers to make everything I have commanded.” 
Exodus 31:6 

We are truly blessed with the current members of the Board of Trustee’s given the 
member’s personal interests and skills, their professional backgrounds, education and 

experience. Trustee Greg Woodworth, a retired engineer, has guided us through our recent 
building mechanical systems general repairs and to keep us warm in the cold, and cool in 
the heat. Approach any board member and ask how they bring their skills to service to our 

mission. 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others.” 1 Peter 4:10 

We have openings for at least two more members on the board of Trustees, and there is 
enough work to do to keep us all busy. Your gifts may be just what this committee needs. 

Ask any Board member about specific work and projects. In addition to finding out about 
how we are maintaining and improving our place of worship and fellowship you may make 

a connection and find a way to serve. We are happy to work in service to you all and our 
community, as the Lord intended. 



 

Youth Group fun event on September 14th at 11:30 at Columbus Bowling Center. 
Please bring $20 and socks for 2 hours of fun and food! Please email Shana to let her 

know you are planning to be there. 
 



 

 

 

 

            

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

First United Methodist Church  
618 Eighth Street 
Columbus, IN 47201 

Church Staff 
Pastor, Howard Boles  

Associate Pastor, Mackenzie Phillips 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Shana Dublan 

Business Administrator, Lora Miller 

Administrative Assistant, Rachel Eddins 

Maintenance Supervisor, Steve Heyerdahl 

Music Director, Caio Lopes 

Organist, Laura Bottei 

Handbell Choir Director, Joyce Crowder 

Co-Directors of Learning Tree Preschool-  

 Gayle Kelley & Teresa Nickerson 

Custodian, Damaris Muniz 

Worship Services 
Sunday Morning: 

Sunday School- 9am  

Worship- 10am  

Live Stream via: 

www.facebook.com/columbusfumc 

http://www.youtube.com/@FUMC_Columbus 

 
 

Articles for The Spire should be submitted to 
Rachel Eddins at  

reddins@fumccolumbus.org 
by the 15th of the month.  


