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Bob Goff said in his book Love Does, “He (God) chose you and me. We are the means, the method, 
the object, and the delivery vehicles. God can use anyone, for sure. If you can shred on a Fender 
or won “Best Personality,” you’re not disqualified- it just doesn’t make you more qualified. You 
see, God usually chooses ordinary people like us to get things done.” We are indeed the ordinary 
people that Goff is referring to. Perhaps we have an amazing talent - a voice like Gedeane’s, or the 
fingers that can play music like our band has played today, for example, and God can use that for 
his glory. But more likely than not, we do not have that exquisite ability, and yet God still uses us. 
I am one of those ordinary people. My voice is less than, well, let’s face it - I should apologize to 
those who sit near me when I sing. I was challenged this week to share something I am proud of 
in my ministry and to be honest, that is a struggle for me, as I am sure it is for many, to reflect 
kindly on ourselves and to share something we see as a wonderful talent that is used for God. And 
that is where this quote from Love Does hit me, God doesn’t just use those people who can easily 
share what they are excellent at. God uses all of us - we just need to be willing to allow him to use 
us. 
 
I was blessed last week to spend time with our youth doing service projects and then going to the 
Alive Music Festival. The trip is centered around 3 days of Christian artists performing concerts, 
speakers, and bonding as a group. It’s amazing. The songs are incredible, the speakers are...well 
they are not always the best, but there is always a message that we take away from them. This year 
there were 20 youth and chaperones on our trip. The wonderful thing you need to hear about our 
youth is that they wanted more than just to go and be fed through music and speakers. They wanted 
to serve. So, for our first Alive trip, in 2013, I arranged for us to work at an emergency homeless 
shelter about half an hour from our campground. This year was our 6th year serving there. After a 
couple of years of going to Ohio a day early to serve at the homeless shelter, the youth had 
commented how much that portion of the trip meant to them. So I arranged a second day of service, 
and we have worked at JIM’s Place, a clothing closet that is a ministry of First United Methodist 
Church in New Philadelphia, Ohio, for 3 years now! This year, we added a 3rd service project, 
because the youth commented over and over again that the mission portion of the trip was often 
one of the best parts. We went to Canton Calvary Mission, in Canton, Ohio (about 45 minutes 
from our campground). We worked on preparing their newsletter to be delivered to 650 
households, folded & sorted clothes in their clothing closet & prepared & served lunch for about 
125 kids. And I have to tell you - these teenagers (and adults too) loved every minute of it. Every 
sweaty, exhausting minute. They served folks that they will never meet or will most likely never 
meet again. They did this for one reason - because they wanted to serve God by serving God’s 
children. What lesson is there for us here?  
 
Each day we shared our Highs and Lows from the previous day. One of the youth shared that her 
low was “seeing how terrible the circumstances are at the mission sites we went to and knowing 
they need so much more than we can give”. It is hard to see that, and to know that we are only 
playing a small part in the ministry, we are sharing a few hours in a ministry that is happening 
8760 hours a year. Josh Wilson, one of the artists we saw last week, has a song entitled “Dream 
Small”. In it, he shares the idea that whatever you’re doing it’s never too small. It all adds up. If 



we all do something little it can make a huge impact. He sings “Simple moments can change the 
world.” Absolutely, we should dream Big. Pray for the major changes that need to happen but 
don’t forget to also dream small - those little things can have an impact that we don’t always see. 
He goes on to tell us we should “live well by loving God and others as yourself.” Sounds familiar, 
right? I love that about the songs we hear at Alive - they are so rooted in Scripture, and such great 
reminders of how we can put those messages from God to work in our lives. This particular song 
reminded me of the story Jesus told of the two loaves and five fish feeding 5000 people. The 
disciples looked at all of the people and thought that they couldn't possibly feed them all. They 
were only a handful of folks, afterall, and only had a small amount of food. Thousands of people 
were there to hear Jesus speak, and the task of feeding them all was surely impossible. However, 
God knew that two fish could feed them all.  Jesus, essentially, said, put aside your concerns that 
we can’t do it & do your best, trusting that God can help. The amazing meal that followed has 
been referred to as a miracle of Jesus. However, there is also some thought that it may have been 
possible that Jesus’ sharing spurred others to share what they had as well, and when we all share, 
we have more than enough. Whichever miracle it was - the miracle that only God could perform 
of making a bounty of a small amount, or the miracle of moving thousands of people to share their 
own lunch, we can learn from it - we should not assume that something is impossible - with God, 
everything is possible! 
 
One of the stories that Josh Wilson told was of a man who saw the problem in Uganda of a lack of 
clean drinking water, he thought about it and found a way he could make a small difference. He 
brought coffee beans from Uganda back to his home in the states, learned how to roast them & 
sold the roasted beans. He then used the proceeds to build wells in Uganda. Wilson sings a song 
called “I Refuse” and the chorus says “I refuse to sit around and wait for someone else to do what 
God has called me to do myself. I could choose not to move but I refuse.” So, what will you 
choose? To wait for someone else to do something, or to move. To serve. To love others as God 
loves you. 
 
I really like Message version of our scripture this morning, it is similar to the version we read 
earlier, but listen for the difference. If you would like to read the version that we read earlier, it is 
in your pew bible, on page 29. Here is how the Message version puts it:  
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you who are blessed by my Father! Take 
what’s coming to you in this kingdom. It’s been ready for you since the world’s foundation. And 
here’s why: 
 
I was hungry and you fed me, 
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me a room, 
I was shivering and you gave me clothes, 
I was sick and you stopped to visit, 
I was in prison and you came to me.’ 

“Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When did we ever see 
you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you a drink? And when did we ever see you sick or in 
prison and come to you?’ Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you 
did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.’ 



That last part is what strikes me the most. Who are we overlooking? Who are we ignoring? While 
the list that Jesus gave in this passage covers many of those whom we may consider “the least of 
these” it doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface of those whom God loves but society often 
neglects. I think of my grandmother who spent the last couple years of her life in a nursing home. 
We visited her, but not enough. That makes me sad to think of the times I chose something else 
over visiting her. But as sad as that makes me, it makes me even more upset when I think of the 
folks on her floor who never had visitors. I know this is true because my grandmas’ nurses talked 
about them. How heartbroken God must have been for them. They were overlooked. Who are we 
overlooking? How about the quiet child who maybe a bit different than their peers?  I’ll admit it- 
I have both been that child who felt alone, and I’ve been the one to not invite them to join me. I’m 
sure I’m not alone. Sometimes we don’t invite the person who is different that us to sit with us at 
lunch because we don’t even think about it. Sometimes we don’t invite them because they have 
said no in the past, and let’s face it, rejection is rejection and we don’t like it. Sometimes we don’t 
invite them because we don’t want others to look down at us for being friends with someone who 
is just not one of the cool kids. Hard as that is to admit, it happens. I know the students here this 
morning can relate that this is an unfortunate part of school - there are those that we aren’t friends 
and with and those that may be longing to be invited to sit with the cool kids, and it just doesn’t 
always happen. And we may be the one not invited just as likely as we are the cool kids that others 
hope to sit with. I’m not saying that we all have to be best friends with everyone we meet. We 
click with certain people and they become our tribes. That’s not a bad thing. What’s bad though is 
seeing the hurt in the faces of those who have no tribes and walking past or worse, not seeing them 
sitting alone at all.  And lest we think this is just something that happens to our children, it happens 
to adults too. I was talking to a friend recently who went to a workshop where she was the odd 
man out - she knew no one. She chose to sit at a table near the middle of the conference room and 
was granted a seat with the folks sitting there already. However, they didn’t include her in any of 
their conversations- they knew each other, and it was clear they had no room for a 5th wheel. 
Lunchtime came and the other 4 talked about where to go, she asked “where is a good spot, I’m 
not from here and don’t know”, hoping to be invited but not quite brave enough to ask to tag along, 
and they said something noncommittal, essentially dismissing her from their table. So, she went to 
lunch alone. While at lunch she saw another person from the conference eating alone, approached 
him & asked to join him. He welcomed her and together they not only had a great meal but 
exchanged business cards so they could network and share ideas later. My friend took a time that 
she felt outcast and ensured she didn’t treat others the same way. She was overlooked, but she 
didn’t just get mad about it- she made sure she didn’t overlook someone as well. Do we do that? 
Do we use our negative experiences to help shape us into better Christians or do we let ourselves 
get bogged down by the defeat we may feel and let it swallow us whole? Do we learn to not 
overlook others when given the chance to do better than others did for us?  
 
Trip Lee is a rapper that we saw last week at Alive. He was also one the speakers on the main stage 
& he shared a message that is exactly how I needed to hear this passage. He was talking about why 
we do good things for others, and that we should be selfless and not selfish. He asked why it 
matters how we treat others because it doesn’t always impact us, we may wonder why God cares 
how we act towards each other. He asked that we imagine we are playing a game at a friend’s 
house on his PlayStation, on his Tv. And we lose the game. We get mad and throw the tv and the 
game system through the window. The friend gets mad. Who wouldn’t? And we respond with 
“yeah but it’s ok, I didn’t hurt you.” And the friend says “but that was mine. I worked for it. I cared 



about it.” This rapper reminded us that when we overlook one of God’s children, he feels the same 
way. He loves us all. He created us all. He doesn’t want to see any of us overlooked. God doesn’t 
want to see any of his children hurting, alone or suffering.  And so he gives us chance after chance 
to do something for someone else.  
 
One of the other great quotes I took away from the week was said by a band that I honestly don’t 
even remember who it was (with about 30 bands in a weekend they all blend together a bit) but 
whoever it was, said, “Be careful that you don’t get so caught up serving God that you don’t know 
god.” We have to take time to be fed too. You may have heard the saying “you can’t pour from an 
empty cup.” It’s true. Yes, God is giving us chance after chance to be his hands and feet. But he 
also gives you chance after chance to grow closer to him. Don’t overlook yourself. Don’t ignore 
your needs while meeting the needs of others. We all need to take time for ourselves and take time 
to get closer to god. So while I stand here telling you all what you should do, I have to also say 
that I am one of the worst about this. So, who wants to join me in a bible study? I’m going to start 
a new online study this week - it’s a daily devotion that you can do anytime, anywhere. Find me 
after church or email me and let’s do it together!  
 
Jesus was telling the message from our morning Scripture to his followers so that they would learn 
from their mistakes. Yes, he was saying “I see those good things you do, thank you.” But I believe 
He knew they had most likely NOT done all of those things at some point in their lives. Let’s be 
honest, We all have. And we will again. We sin. We even repeat that sin. But Jesus was saying 
that he knows we also do good things. He sees those. He wants us to know that even the small 
things that we may not see as being anything special, are indeed wonderful in his eyes. As small 
as some acts of kindness appear to us, they are still impactful. Jesus said essentially, “when you 
did these things, these little things you may have not even give a second thought about, when you 
did those acts of compassion, it was for me. Because you love me. So, you love others. Do more 
of that!”. We have all overlooked opportunities to show God’s love. God isn’t calling you out and 
condemning you for that. Instead, he is giving you ideas every day for how you can show God’s 
love to others. And reminding you to do more of that. You are loved by God, and so is everyone 
you meet, and so are those you will never meet. You have been given so many gifts to be used to 
help others. Do not be afraid to use these gifts, for God is with you, continually blessing you and 
the gifts in your service. Amen. 
 


