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In 13 days, I will officially graduate from Columbus East High School. 3 years of preschool 
here at Learning Tree, 7 years of elementary school (at three different schools), 2 years 
of middle school, and 4 years of high school have all led up to this moment. If you know 
me, you know I tend to worry. About everything. So as you can imagine, I’m terrified about 
what comes after I cross that stage and get my diploma. I’m sure many of the graduates 
here today are just as terrified. And maybe you’re not graduating any time soon, but you’re 
just as scared about what the future, or even what tomorrow, is going to look like. We 
have a tendency to plan out the steps in our lives. And this planning isn’t necessarily bad. 
We plan out everything from big details such as where we’re going to college to smaller 
details like where we’re going to eat after service today. I know a lot of you out there 
would like to have a detailed plan for how the rest of your life is going to look. That would 
be much less stressful, wouldn’t it? But Proverbs 16:9 says, “A man's heart plans his way, 
But the Lord directs his steps”. Our God directs our steps. Not activities, not degrees- 
GOD DOES. And if we let God direct our feet to walk His path, we will be taken care of.  
 
Now, that takes trust. The only way we can let God direct our steps is if we trust Him. And 
there lies an amazing opportunity we are given, every single day. We have so many 
options for growing our faith. I personally have enjoyed Sunday school classes, 
discussions in youth group, talks around a campfire at Alive, some great and some not 
so great speakers, listened to music with incredible messages embedded in it, and spent 
time reading my Bible. Those have been a foundation in helping me grow closer to God 
and being able to trust in him with more and more of my life. So while I don’t have my 
whole path planned out (and it is hard for me to even say that) I know that God is directing 
my path, and it will turn out better than I can imagine.  
 
In a few weeks, my family will be going on vacation to Maine. With 65 historical 
lighthouses still standing and spread out along 5,000 miles of coastline, inlets, and 
islands, Maine is commonly referred to as The Lighthouse State. Now, I’m sure you 
already know this, but a lighthouse is a guide for those who are sailing ships out on the 
water. Its light flashes on and off in a certain pattern to help sailors find their location and 
it may also warn of rocks that could damage the ship. In order for a lighthouse to withstand 
severe storms, it must be built with a strong foundation. Many are built on rocks to help it 
stand, as if one was built on sand it may easily topple over. Jesus says that we need to 
build our lives on a firm foundation, just like a lighthouse is built. Therefore, when difficult 
times slam into us, like severe weather would hit a lighthouse, we are able to stay standing 
and rely on the foundation that God gave us to keep us steady. No one is exempt from 
facing storms in their life. Some storms will hit you, and some won’t- just like everyone 
else. God isn’t going to steer every single storm away from you. But this firm foundation 



that God has given you tells you that no matter how bad and intense your storm may get, 
you will always remain standing. You may be limping a little, but you will ultimately still be 
standing.  
 
Matthew 11:28 says “Come to me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you 
rest”. Let’s face it: We all have something that drags us down. We all have something that 
makes us tired and weary. Whether it’s the fact that you’re graduating in 13 days and you 
have this immense fear of the future, you’re worried about a potential change in your 
career, or retirement, or it’s something completely different that I can’t even think of, we 
all have that one thing. In all of our songs today, we’ve been singing about having a solid 
foundation. This solid foundation of knowing that God’s got you, that you’re never truly 
alone. This foundation is what we have to lean on in times of weariness. In addition to 
God loving you, He’s given you your church family and your friends to help support you, 
because that’s the whole thing with Christianity: he didn’t want you to go about it all alone. 
 
One of the TV shows that my family likes to watch together is Survivor. This season (Don't 
worry, I won’t give away who won, because to be honest we aren’t even caught up yet), 
the contestant had the chance to choose whether to leave the show when they were voted 
off the island, or stay and go to a different island away from the rest of the players. The 
first person there was alone. Can you imagine the feelings she must have had? Not 
knowing what to expect. Not knowing if anyone else would join her, or for how long she 
would be there. Now imagine the relief the first time another survivor joined her. She 
wouldn’t be alone. She didn’t know what was coming, but it had to have been better than 
going into the future without anyone with her. We sometimes may feel like we are on the 
Edge of Extinction-essentially, an isle of exiles where their futures are all unknown.  
 
It’s hard not to worry about tomorrow- the future is scary! But that’s when one of my 
favorite scriptures comes into play: Lamentations 3:22-23. It says, “Because of the Lord’s 
great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every 
morning.” When I was doing some research about this scripture, I came across a concept 
that, if I’m being honest with you here, was hard for me to grasp at first. But hear me out, 
really try and listen to this and think about what it means: “Today's mercies are not 
designed to carry tomorrow's burdens. There will be mercies tomorrow for that. Today's 
mercies are for today's burdens.” I know, I know. You want to worry about tomorrow. You 
want to have the future planned out. But at some point, we have to stop thinking about 
tomorrow so much. Today’s mercies are not designed to carry tomorrow’s burdens. We 
have to live for the mercies that were given for us TODAY, and have faith that the burdens 
of tomorrow and the new mercies that come with them will still be there when you reach 
them. The article that I was reading said, “Today's mercies do not include strength for 
tomorrow; they include faith that tomorrow's unseen mercies will be sufficient for 
tomorrow.” Take Matthew 6:24. “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own”. This verse isn’t telling you “Don’t 
make any plans and just wing everything, it’ll all work out in the end!” No, the point of 
Matthew 6:34 is to not bring the troubles and burdens that you’re carrying into today. I’m 
not saying that it’s easy. We don’t like going to sleep when all of our problems and 
burdens are facing us constantly. We want to fix them, we don’t want to rest. But God 



gives you rest. He’s wrapped you up and isn’t going to let you go, no matter what direction 
your life takes. 
 
One of the great things I’ve been able to do this past school year is to be an intern here 
at FUMC for half of my school day. One of my jobs was to write devotions for our 
Instagram page. I’ve loved digging into the word of God more while I wrote these. I had 
no idea this internship would send me in this direction. This was a step out of my comfort 
zone, but one I have thoroughly enjoyed doing. I encourage you to find some way to step 
out of your comfort zone, even if your life isn’t changing as drastically as some of the 
graduates’ lives are. What do you have to lose? You’re surrounded by a church who loves 
and supports you, even when you may be far away. And best of all, you are more loved 
than you’ll ever know by a God who is excited to point you in a direction that maybe you 
had not even considered before. I’ve known for many years that I want to go into ministry. 
But until this year, I had no idea what that looked like. Okay, total transparency, I still don’t 
know what it looks like. But I learned that I can do things I didn’t know were possible, and 
I have found that social media and marketing for churches is really intriguing to me. God 
is pointing me a new direction, and had I not trusted him and given it a shot, I would have 
never considered it. And to be honest I would never have stepped out of my comfort zone 
like I have if I didn’t feel confident knowing that I am a beloved child of God.  
 
The last song we will sing this morning has a message that I think it really important for 
everyone to hear. It says, “In my father's house, there’s a place for me, I am a child of 
God”. This is an amazing message- nothing we can do changes that fact that we are 
children of the most amazing God, and He has a place for us. We are not alone. We are 
loved. We have His comfort waiting for us. We have a new day waiting for us every 
morning. We don’t have to wait for the beginning of the month, or a new school year, or 
New Year’s to start over. His mercies are new every morning. God has amazing plans for 
us - we just need to trust him and allow him to direct our paths. No matter what direction 
you’re taking, by relying on the strong foundation that He’s given you, you can handle 
whatever is thrown at you. Day by day. Step by step.  
 
As my mom’s favorite Disney ride says, “There’s a great big beautiful tomorrow...shining 
at the end of everyday…” 
 
 


