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“Leave a Generous Tip” 
Text: Philippians 2:1-11 

 
It is an old, old joke, but perhaps that means that it stands up well to the test of time.  Four 
people were flying on an airplane, an old man, a young man, a medical doctor and the smartest 
man in the world.  The pilot came over the intercom to announce that the plane’s engines were 
failing.  They were going to crash.  The pilot took the first of the parachutes and jumped out of 
the plane.  The other four looked around at the three remaining parachutes.   
 
The medical doctor explained that she was doing important work that might lead to a cure for 
cancer.  So she took one of the parachutes and jumped.  Next came the smartest man in the world 
who reasoned, “The world cannot live without my wisdom.”  He took the second parachute and 
jumped out of the plane. 
 
With only one parachute remaining, the old man turned to the young man and said, “I have lived 
a great life.  We all have to die sometime.  I want you to take the last parachute.”  The young 
man smiled and replied, “Don’t worry about it.  We can both go safely.  The smartest man in the 
world took my backpack.” 
 
Of course the humor of the joke is found in the fact that the smartest man in the world mistook a 
backpack for a parachute.  But, I prefer to focus on the old man.  His humility and understanding.  
When faced with a choice between himself and the young man, one parachute for two people, he 
acts decisively.  In an act of humility, he offers the life-saving device to the young man.   
 
I know it isn’t the point to dissect this joke and it would have ruined the punchline if the old man 
had interrogated the young man, but he never asks what he will do with his life.  They don’t 
engage in a debate about which one is more important.  Humility is like that.  It views others 
with high esteem, respecting them for simply being themselves. 
 
The book, “This I Believe” is a series of brief essays written by many different authors, some 
famous, most unknown.  The writers reflect upon the important things they believe, things that 
guide how they act on a daily basis. 
 
One of my favorite is the opening essay entitled, “Be Cool to the Pizza Dude.”  In this essay 
written by Sarah Adams, she outlines four reasons to be nice to the pizza delivery person.  For 
one, it is a practice in humility and forgiveness.  She mentions that she extends grace to them as 
they drive swiftly through traffic to take that pizza to those who are awaiting.  Secondly, such 
kindness is a practice in empathy.  As she points out, we all have taken jobs that we might not 
have enjoyed, but which we needed to pay the bills, the fund the education, to make ends meet.  



Whether working fast food or bagging groceries or working at a retail shop, we have likely 
experienced the joys and difficulties of such jobs.  Thirdly, she views such kindness as an 
exercise in honor.  She honors their labors knowing that she has much in common with them.  
And finally, it is a practice in equality through the pride in their work.  She concludes by writing, 
“I am the equal of the world not because of the car I drive, the size of the TV I own, the weight I 
can bench press, or the calculus questions I can solve.  I am equal because of the kindness in my 
heart.  And it all starts here---with the pizza delivery dude.” 
 
One of the things I love about this essay is the perspective it gives us toward the people around 
us.  Instead of measuring our worth against those we meet, we simply acknowledge that we are 
equal in the eyes of God.  And that equality guides the way in which we treat one another. 
 
Isn’t that the way that Jesus lived.  When we say that Jesus ate with sinners and tax collectors, 
that may be a bit of a misstatement.  I don’t think he looked out at people and said, “There is a 
sinner.”  I think he looked at folks with the eyes of kindness and said, “There is a child of God, a 
friend, a beautiful person.” 
 
The gospels tell of one occasion in which children were brought to Jesus.  But before they got to 
see Jesus, the disciples intercepted them.  They told the parents that Jesus had more important 
things to do than spending his time with children.  But he overheard them and corrected them 
saying not to hinder the children from coming to him.  Artists throughout history have attempted 
to capture that moment by showing children seated on his lap and all around him.  We often 
think of Jesus as teaching them, but anyone who has ever done a children’s sermon knows that 
Jesus probably started talking and then decided it would be best to just listen.  And the kids 
talked about all manner of things.  The importance was that he saw them as worthy individuals. 
 
It is that accumulation of kindness that led Paul to write what he did to the people at Philippi.  He 
wants to encourage them in their ministry and relations with one another.  Though Paul was not 
there at the time, he was telling them that this was the news that would bring joy to his heart.  He 
would love to hear that they were of the same mind, having the same love.  What he means by 
that is that their unity and love for one another would mean so much to him.  In a world of 
discord and fighting, what a delight it would be to hear that the people of Philippi or First Church 
were of one mind in their love for one another. 
 
He encourages a spirit of humility, constantly looking to the needs of one another.  This is not at 
the exclusion of one’s own needs, but it is a recognition that everyone is important and should be 
treated as such. 
 
But then he points to the example of Jesus as the way in which they should treat one another.  
Despite his importance and significance, Jesus always maintained a humble perspective.  He was 
willing to be a servant to those around him.  Though he doesn’t single out any particular 
moment, we can recall how on the night of his betrayal, Jesus knelt down and washed his 
disciple’s feet.  He didn’t say that he was too important.  He set the example for each of us to 
have a servant’s heart toward one another. 
 



And when his disciples were arguing about who was the greatest and who was going to get to sit 
beside him in heaven, Jesus once again reminded them that true greatness is found in service.  It 
isn’t found in status or position or wealth or any other external measure.  Greatness is found in 
the willingness and ability to serve one another.   
 
Paul is telling the early church to follow that example.  Don’t treat anyone as more important 
than others.  Treat everyone with respect and kindness.  Treat everyone in the way that you 
would want to be treated. 
 
This morning I want to conclude with a living example of that within our own community.  And 
I want to preface my statements by saying that I asked permission to tell this story, because I feel 
that it belongs to the people involved.  But with their permission, let me share this. 
 
Many of you were friends with Jan Sell.  Jan was an active member of our church, sang in our 
choir and was a devoted teacher in the community.  Jan had already beaten cancer once when she 
was diagnosed once again.  This time it was an aggressive form of cancer.  Though she found the 
good fight, it became apparent that the outcome would be terminal. 
 
Jan and her husband Burdell often went to the local Rally’s on Highway 31 for lunch.  They 
went frequently enough that the people who worked there came to know them.  In his usual 
playful way, Burdell would often joke with the workers and they came to love having Burdell 
and Jan come through the drive-thru. 
 
But as the cancer progressed, Jan told the workers that she would not be returning.  This would 
be her last visit.  Burdell continued to come there for lunch and take food back to Jan and the 
workers always asked how she was doing.   
 
On one occasion they asked if he would be coming back again tomorrow.  He assured them he 
would.  And the next day when he came back and gave his order, they never told him to pull up 
to the window.  He waited.  Had they not heard his order?  Were they playing with him?  Finally 
they told him to pull to the parking lot, not the window.  Not sure why, Burdell did as instructed. 
 
A few moments later they brought the order to his car.  But along with it, they brought a dozen 
long stem roses to give to Jan.  It was an incredible act of kindness.  It was a beautiful reminder 
of the friendships we make and the importance of caring for one another. 
 
…. 
 
Remember this week to be kind to all whom you meet.  Be nice to the pizza delivery dude.  Treat 
the child with respect and kindness.  Be good to the people who share your pew and those who 
bag your groceries.  Give a nice tip to the waitress, smile at the librarian and tell the bank teller 
to have a great day.  There are lots of ways to practice it, but it is the same instruction that Paul 
gave to a little church in the northern part of modern Greece…”Let the mind of Christ be in 
you.”  May that humility and kindness and compassion shine through in all that we do. 


