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Tracy Kidder is the author of some wonderful stories.  His most recent book, “A Truck Full of Money” tells 
about an entrepreneur, Paul English, who seemed more interested in the challenge of starting new companies 
than he was with becoming wealthy.  In fact, he was noted for being very generous, perhaps overly generous 
with his money.  
 
One of the companies Paul founded was a travel website called Kayak.  This website can check all airfares for a 
particular itinerary or all hotels in a given location and quickly give you a listing of all the rates.  It proved to be 
very popular. 
 
But there was one practice that I found particularly intriguing.  Paul wanted his workers to understand the      
customer.  So he required that everyone take turns answering emails from disappointed customers.  Along with 
that, he installed a big red plastic old-fashioned landline telephone with a very loud ring, right in the middle of 
the office workspace.  This phone was the direct line for customers who had problems or complaints with    
Kayak.  Everyone was to take a turn answering this phone.  His rationale was that if they listened to the        
complaints of the customers they would be able to serve them better and work for solutions. 
 
It is an interesting idea.  We all love to hear the praise.  We like the well placed compliments that tell us when we 
have done a good job.  But, it is equally important to listen to the voices of those who are not pleased, who have 
experienced some frustration, who have a thoughtful complaint.  It takes a humble spirit to listen carefully to 
these concerns. 
 
As difficult as it is, such humility is not only important to a company, but to our individual maturity.  There is 
always room for growth in our imperfect lives.  It isn’t easy to acknowledge our faults, but if we are thoughtful, 
patient and humble, that awareness can lead us to becoming all that God created us to be. 
 
Pace bene (peace and all good things),  
Howard 
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June Book Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The June selection for the book club is 
“This I Believe” compiled and edited by 
Jay Allison and Dan Gediman.  This col-
lection of short essays details the  pas-
sions and beliefs of the famous and not 
so famous.  We will gather in the Multi-
purpose Room to discuss this book on 
Sunday, June 18th at 6:00 p.m. and all are 
welcome to attend.  As you read this 
book, you might also consider writing 
your own brief essay about what you 
believe and sharing that. 

We are excited to welcome Annie Tennis to the FUMC Staff.      

Annie is our new Director of Communications.  Annie, Caleb, Isaac 

and Zoe live in Columbus with their cat, Daisy Mae.  Annie enjoys 

running, photography, family bike rides, sewing, and traveling.  

Be sure to send Spire and Bulletin information to Annie at 

atennis@fumccolumbus.org.   
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Special Music Service 

Please join us for a SPECIAL 
MUSIC SERVICE on Sunday, 
June 4 at 9:00 a.m.  There will be 
brass and organ, congregational 
singing, four hand piano, new 
choir favorites and some old 
"chestnuts".  It will be a service 
you won’t want to miss.  See 
Kevin Butler for more details or if 
you’d like to join the choir for this 
special occasion. 

Special  
 

Music 

Summer Choir 

The Chancel Choir 
will be singing at the 
9:00 a.m. worship 
service through the 
month of June 
before taking a well 
deserved break 
during July and 
August.  If you’d like 
to be a part of the choir during June we will be 
having rehearsals on Thursday night from 7:00 – 
8:00 p.m. each week to practice the music for the 
following Sunday.  If you have ever thought about 
joining the choir this would be a great time to try us 
out.  See Kevin Butler or a choir member for details.  
If you decide to try it, you can also join us for our 
end of the season choir party on Thursday, June 22.   
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VBS 

This year FUMC will be 
doing something new 
and exciting for VBS!  
We know that summer 
is short and often 
packed with obligations, so we will be offering VBS in the 
winter instead this year!  Stay tuned for details!  If you would 
like info on area VBS programs that are offered this 
summer, contact Sarah Campbell in the church office for 
info! 

 

Youth entering 7th grade and older are 
invited to attend our annual trip to Alive 
from July 17th-23rd.  Alive is a four day 
Christian music festival in Northern 
Ohio that will feature performances by 
TobyMac, Lecrae, Needtobreathe, 
Hillsong Young & free, Rend Collective, 
and many more!  We will be working at 
a homeless shelter on Tuesday, before 
the concerts begin on Wednesday. If 
you would like more information please 
contact Sarah Campbell.   

The Worship Academy 

Beginning on June 11th, Rev. Boles will be leading a monthly 
class called “The Worship Academy.”  These classes will 
focus on different aspects of our worship service.  The first 
class will study communion…the history, the practice and 
our personal preparation.  We will also include a discussion 
on serving communion to explain becoming a communion 
steward.  The topic for July 9th will be upon the importance 
of hospitality and greeters to the church.  Come and join us 
for the first session at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
As part of the Annual Con-
ference gathering in Indian-
apolis, all  United Methodist 
Churches are encouraged to 
take an offering for world 
health.  The collection will be 
divided between two very 
important ministries.  Part 
will go to the UM Global 

AIDS fund and the other portion 
to the relief efforts of Imagine 
No Malaria.  Each of these min-
istries has made an incredible 
impact upon the suffering 
around the world and your offer-
ing will help that continue.  We 
will receive this offering on Sun-
day June 4th, just ahead of Annu-
al Conference on June 8-10. 

God & Me 

Beginning Sunday, June 4th, Pam Perfetto 

will be leading a class entitled “God and Me”. 

This special 6 week class is open to all      

children ages kindergarten — 6th grade.  

Those in Scouts will receive a special scouting 

award at the completion of the class!  They 

will meet from 10-11 a.m. in room 313. 

C h i l d r e n  y o u n g e r  t h a n  

Kindergarten will meet in room 311 for a 

special class each week this summer from 10-

11 a.m.  

Reminder:   
Please pick up your 

dishes from 
Smorgasbord!  All 
dishes are located 

in the kitchen.   
Thank you! 



Our Church Family 

 The church mourns the loss of Laura Watts, Fritz Kiel and Craig Owens.   

 The church welcomes new member Judy Minniear.   
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UMW—United Methodist Women 

Priscilla Circle 

Priscilla Circle met on May 8, 2017, in the Blue Room.  Charlene Weisner's granddaughter gave our program 
and we all made a pair of earrings.  A short business meeting followed the program.  Next month we will 
meet for our planning meeting.  We will meet on June 12, 2017, at 6:30 PM in the Blue Room.  We will order 
pizza and the program will be planning for 2018.  Hopefully everyone will be able to attend and participate in 
the planning.   

 

Naomi Circle 

Naomi Circle met on May 8, 2017.  Members were encouraged to bring a guest to the pitch-in dinner.   A 

program was given by Columbus East Science Teacher Steve Chastain.  The next meeting will be August 14 

at 7:00 PM.   

 

Miriam Circle 

Miriam Circle met in the Blue Room on Wednesday, May 17th.  Leader Cynthia Stephenson opened with a 

prayer and everyone enjoyed dessert.  Shirley Carr was our hostess.  Karen Hinderliter presented the program 

on Lucille Raines Residence. Jeri Ahlbrand had LRR cookbooks to honor the 40th anniversary sale.          

Devotions were given by Karen Hinderliter.  There are no Miriam Circle meetings in June and July.  The next 

meeting will be August 16th at 1:00 PM in the church Blue Room.   

Welcome Judy Minniear!   

Judy was born and raised in Huntington County, 
Indiana before moving to Ossian, Indiana for 6 
years.  Judy moved from Ossian, Indiana in July of 
2016 to be closer to her 2 children, 4 grandchildren, 
and 6 great grandchildren.  Clarel invited Judy to 
join her for church one Sunday and Judy has been 
happily attending FUMC ever since.  Judy is also a 
member of Delta Theta Tau.   

Address:  1500 13th Street Apartment 100 

 Columbus, IN  47201 

Cell phone: 260.388.7713 
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June Church Calendar  
Room Key:  MC= Music Center, MPR = Multi-purpose Room, BR = Blue Room, CR =Conference Room,  

FH = Fellowship Hall, Kit=Kitchen, Cha=Chapel, Lib=Library, San=Sanctuary 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

12 p.m. LTP Board 
Meeting 

5:30 p.m. Zumba-FH 

6:00 p.m. Capital 
Campaign-CR 

7 p.m. Choir-MC 

2 

7 p.m. F@F-San 

 

3 

BCSC 

Graduation 

4 

9 a.m. Trad. 
Worship-
Special Music 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Cel. 
Worship 

5 

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-116 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6 p.m. Smorgasbord 

wrap-up-BR 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts-FH 

 

6 

10:30 a.m. Prayer 
Shawl-Lib. 

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

5:30 p.m. Trustee 
Meeting-CR 

6 p.m. Roundtable-
FH/BR 

 

7 

10 a.m. UMW Board 

Meeting-BR 

12 p.m. Playground 

Picnic 

8 

Annual Conference 

5:30 p.m. Zumba-

SFH 

7 p.m. Choir 

9 

Annual 

Conference 

 

10 

Annual 

Conference 

11 

9 a.m. Trad. 
Worship 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Cel. 
Worship 

 

12   

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-116 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6:30 p.m. SPRC-CR 

6:45 p.m. BSF 

 

13   

9 a.m.-4 p.m. State 
Piano Competition-
San 

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

6-8 p.m. Roundtable-FH 
& BR 

14   

9 a.m.-4 p.m. State 
Piano 
Competition-San 

12 p.m. Finance 
Meeting-CR 

12 p.m. Playground 

Picnic 

5:30 p.m. Missions 
Meeting-CR 

15 

 

16 

 

 

17 

5 p.m. PFLAG-
MPR 

 

18 

9 a.m. Trad. 
Worship 
Pinkston 
Baptism 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Cel. 
Worship 

6 p.m. Book Club-
MPR 

 

19  

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-116 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

 

20   

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

7 p.m. Church Council-
BR 

3:30 p.m. Spire 

Deadline 

21   

12 p.m. Playground 

Picnic 

22   

5:30 p.m. Zumba-
SFH 

End of the Year 
Chancel Choir 
Party 

 

 

23  

 

24 

 

25   

9 a.m. Worship 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Worship 

26 

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-116 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

27 

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

28   

12 p.m. Playground 

Picnic 

29 

5:30 p.m. Zumba-
SFH 

30  

F irst  United Methodist  Church  



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.   

www.fumccolumbus.org  
 

Worship Services:   
Traditional 9:00 a.m. and  
Celebration 11:00 a.m. 

 

Education Opportunities & 
Coffee Connections:  10:10 a.m. 

  

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to Noon Friday 

  
Articles for The Spire should be submitted by 

3:30 p.m. on the 20th of each month. 

Church Staff 
 
Pastor, Howard E. Boles 
Associate Pastor, Lisa Cottingham 
 
Administrative Assistant, Tammy Fields 
Receptionist, Pam Maschino 
Director of Communications, Annie Tennis 
Director of Music, J. Kevin Butler 
Organist, Nikolay Verevkin 
Director of the Praise Team, Julianna Jerome-Drerup 
Facilities Manager, Paul McHone 
Custodian, Marcia Hornback 
Custodian, Roland Campfield 
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries, Sarah Campbell 
Director of Learning Tree Preschool, Sue Ellen Brown 
Associate Director of LTP Classroom Ministry, Gayle Kelley 
Associate Director of LTP Extended Care, Teresa Nickerson 
Ministers, All the Members of First UMC 

  
Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to fumc@fumccolumbus.org. 

First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812.372.2851 
Fax: 812.378.2828 


