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January is named for the Roman god Janus, 
who is depicted with two faces.  One face 
looks forward to the future and the other looks 
back at the past.  The new year signals a 
good opportunity to do just that…to look back 
at the year gone by and to look ahead to the 
year before us. 
 
One can look back at the normal rhythms of a 
congregation.  We received 24 new members 
including 9 confirmands.  We celebrated 9 
baptisms.  Twenty-four members died this 
year, along with several friends and 
associates of our congregation.   
 
We were also able to begin several inspiring 
and meaningful events this year.  Last 
January we moved the First Cares event to 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday and 
provided service projects for all ages and 
abilities.  The results were overwhelmingly 
positive!  Later in the spring, along with our 
usual compliment of Lenten and holy week 
services, we dared to meet in the chilly 
morning of Easter for a sunrise service.  This 
special service was held in the lot north of the 
church and was a great way to begin the 
Easter morning celebration.   
 
Throughout the summer, we held 
conversations on the park bench which 
provided great opportunities to listen to one 
another.  I heard some meaningful stories, 
laughed at a couple of great jokes and 
puzzled over some concerns shared by 
members.  Later in the summer, we hosted a 
community gathering responding to the 
shooting deaths in Orlando, Florida.  On such 
short notice, it was moving to see how well 
attended this event was. 
 

In October we held a blessing of the animals 
service which was a nice way to remember that 
our pets are an important part of our families and 
a gift from God.  Later that month, we filled the 
Sanctuary for our first sing-a-long as we watched 
“The Wizard of Oz.”  And just a few weeks ago, 
we held meaningful Blue Christmas service as a 
way of remembering our loss and grief in this 
season.   
 
Throughout the year, we had a small group of 
committed individuals who studied the Family 
ministries of First UMC.  Their work has resulted 
in some insights on how to be more welcoming 
and inclusive, work that I believe will continue to 
influence the ongoing ministries and new 
endeavors. 
 
Reflecting back upon this list, it strikes me that 
we continued some great ministries while 
searching for new ways to reach out.  Some of 
the things listed above will likely become a part of 
the ongoing ministries associated with First UMC. 
 
In the year ahead, there are eight individuals 
preparing to represent First UMC on a mission 
trip to Mission Guatemala.  We hope that this will 
become the catalyst for other mission work 
locally, nationally and internationally.  There is a 
small group of individuals who have been 
meeting to envision long-range plans for First 
UMC.  And the seeds of other new endeavors 
are on the horizon.  Looking back, 2016 was a 
fruitful and inspiring year for our congregation 
and I look forward to what God has in store for us 
in 2017. 
 
Pace bene (Peace and all good things), 
 
Howard   
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Mission Guatemala Trip Update 

The dates are set (March 11-March 19) and the tickets are purchased for 
8 excited members of FUMC to spend a week at the Mission Guatemala 
worksite.  Chris Wessel, Randy Witwer, Tim Miller, Bart and Molly Dye, 
Diane Lill, Rachel Cialdella and Pastor Howard make up our work 
team.  They will spend the next several weeks preparing for their trip.  As 
you see them please offer encouragement and prayers as they take on 
this exciting new adventure! 

Upcoming Book Club Selections 

January 15:  "Hector and the Search for Happiness"  
 by Francois Lelord 
February 29:  "The Misremembered Man"  
 by Christina McKenna 
March 26:  "Strength in What Remains"  
 by Tracy Kidder 
April 23:  "Jayber Crow"  
 by Wendell Berry 
May 21:  "The Underground Railroad"  
 by Colson Whitehead 
June 18:  "This I Believe, vol. 1"  
 edited by Jay Alison and Dan Gediman 

Book Club 

The book club 
resumes on Sunday, 
January 15, as we 
discuss the 
international best 
seller, "Hector and 
the Search for 
Happiness" by 
Francois Lelord.  
Hector is a 
psychiatrist who experiences a longing for 
something more in his life.  Thus begins 
his world-wide travels in search for 
happiness.  Along the way, he will share 
his lessons with the reader.  Come join us 
in the Multi-purpose Room at 6:00 p.m. to 
share your insights in this wonderful novel. 

The Basics:  The Sacraments 

On Sunday, January 22, we will continue our 
“Basics” Sunday School series with a one 
session class about the sacraments. We will 
explore the history of the sacraments, and 
will present the United Methodist 
understanding of these important parts of our 
faith. 
The class will meet in Fellowship Hall at 
10:10 a.m., and will be led by Pastors 
Howard and Lisa. 

Travelers Class 

Beginning January 8, at 
10:10 a.m. in the Blue 
Room, Rev. Boles will lead 
a four week series for the 
Travelers class on a seminary level study of 
Systematic Theology.  Theology literally means 
“God-talk.”  How we talk about God and all 
matters of faith have profound effect upon all of 
our lives.  How we understand God impacts how 
we view those around us, how we view ourselves, 
and how we view our relationships.  In the course 
of this class, we will analyze what we believe 
about God, Jesus, the Bible and how we interpret 
the Bible as a means of deepening our faith.  The 
resources for this book will come from a variety of 
sources and will be provided in a course packet. 
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United Methodist Women:  2016 Cookie Walk Wrap-up 

 
"O taste and see that the Lord is good."  Psalm 34:8 

 

This year’s Cookie Walk Committee hopes you enjoyed your taste of this 
year’s cookies.  In 2016 we hit a new high with profits!  The UMW 
grossed $3,124.10.  It’s with grateful hearts we all say THANK YOU!!!  
The UMW will be able to continue to support Red Bird Mission in Kentucky, Midwest Distribution 
Center in Chatham, IL, Lucille Raines Home in Indianapolis, Love Chapel in Columbus, our own 
Learning Tree Preschool, and The Lebanon Children’s Home in Lebanon, Indiana. 

Thank you to all the people who planned, baked, worked, publicized, 
ordered, delivered, donated, and ate cookies and goodies!  Our 
customers were able to create beautiful boxes of decorated and specialty 
cookies, jars of cookie mix, sweet breads, and assorted candy containers 
and left with smiles and holiday spirit. 

A special thanks to the Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts for their energetic 
and spirited contributions to bake for customers and assist with shopping 
and carry outs.  Their presence was a delight!   

Turning Point was the recipient of cookie boxes for each resident and containers of candy to help 
brighten the holidays from their neighbor, FUMC. 

The free will donations of cookbooks brought in an additional $70.00.  Sans Souci, Thrift Shop, and 
Goodwill enjoyed receiving the leftover surplus.  

As you can see your generosity in participating in Cookie Walk benefits 
many others in sharing God’s love.  

As you now begin to burn off those additional holiday calories, be 
thinking about next year’s cookie walk and new recipes and ideas to try! 

Happy New Year! 

4th Annual First Cares Day 

Monday, January 16 is First Cares Day.  Please 

join the Mission Committee in Fellowship Hall at 

8:30 a.m. for breakfast and fellowship.  At 9:00 a.m. 

we will begin the many different volunteer work 

opportunities available to help in the surrounding 

neighborhood and for our own members.  Sheila and Leighton Turner will be in Fellowship Hall 

directing the work for making blankets for Riley Children’s Hospital.  Other work teams will be 

assigned projects outside of the church.  We will complete our tasks by noon.  If you have a project 

that we could help with (putting away those Christmas decorations, changing light bulbs, or painting 

a wall) please call the church office and let Pam know and we will get a team to come and take care 

of the work.  It is a fun and fulfilling morning for young and old.  



  Our Church Family 

 The church mourns the death of Jay Jarrett. 
 Our deepest sympathies to Howard Boles and his family on the death of his 

mother.  
 Our deepest sympathies to Robert Stark and his family on the death of his 

father.   

LTP Christmas Program 

December 14th the Sanctuary was full of family and friends  

attending the annual LTP Christmas Program.  Over 150 

students performed through the guidance of Maryjane Perry, 

as our music teacher, and the individual  classroom 

teachers.  Katie Jerome and Nicky Polyak shared the 

Christmas Story.  Steve Hood and Randy Witwer provided 

the audio assistance.  Pastor Howard led us in prayer.   

UMW Update 

Miriam Circle had their December 
meeting following the annual UMW 
Christmas luncheon.  We were able 
to sponsor 2 families with one child 
each from Lincoln Central Neighborhood Family 
Center for Christmas.  Ask us about the Sugar 
Bowl funds-we love oohing and aahing over the 
clothing and toys bought for the children.  We 
welcomed a new member, Linda Lane!  Welcome 
Linda!  There will be no meetings until March 
15th.  Stay safe and warm this icy season! 
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Thank you! 

 A huge thank you to everyone who supported all of the mission projects throughout the year. In 

November your wonderful generosity was expressed through your donation of over 1200 bags  

of Ramen noodles for Love Chapel Christmas Baskets.  Financial donations for Love Chapel 

through our annual Food for Fish collections raised almost $900.  White Gift Sunday collected 

over $1000 in donations between cash, gift cards and gifts.   

 Many members of FUMC purchased gift cards through the LTP Scrip Fundraising program.  

Over $500 has been added to the Love a Child scholarship fund with those purchases.  Thank 

you so much for your support.  

 Whether you helped in the kitchen, donated or delivered food, washed dishes, knitted a scarf, 

purchased a gift card or provided $ for Hot Meals THANK YOU! Your generosity and your time 

is most appreciated by many! 

New Member 

 
Mary Jeanne Wolf 
840 Driftwood Ave. 

Columbus, IN 47203 
(H) 812-372-9147 
(C) 812-375-4463 

 
Welcome to the 

FUMC Family Mary 
Jeanne!   



January Church Calendar  
Room Key:  MC= Music Center, MPR = Multi-purpose Room, BR = Blue Room, CR =Conference Room,  

FH = Fellowship Hall, Kit=Kitchen, Cha=Chapel, Lib=Library, San=Sanctuary 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Happy New Year 

10 a.m. United 

Worship 

2  

Church Office Closed 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

3 

8 a.m. Staff Retreat 

10:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl-
Lib 

5:30 p.m. Trustees-CR 

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 

4 

6 p.m. READS-FH 

6:30 p.m. Praise-San 

6:30 p.m. Hope-CR 

5 

5:30 p.m. Zumba-

SFH 

7 p.m. Choir 

6 

 

7 

6:45 a.m. BSF 

 

8 

9 a.m. Trad. 
Worship 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Cel. 
Worship 

5 p.m. SNC-FH 

9 

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-BR 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts-FH 

6:45 p.m. BSF 

7 p.m. SPRC-CR 

10 

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 

7 p.m. Bells 

7 p.m. Roundtable-FH 

11 

8:30 a.m. Prayer-Lib 

12 p.m. Finance-Cr 

5:30 p.m. Missions-CR 

6 p.m. Cub Scouts 

6:30 p.m. Praise-San 

12 

Noon-LTP Board-

MPR 

5:30 p.m. Zumba-

MPR 

7 p.m. Choir 

13 

 

14 

6:45 a.m. BSF-
BR 

 

15  

9 a.m. Worship 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Worship 

5 p.m. SNC-FH 

6 p.m. Book Club-
CR 

16   

8 a.m. First Cares 

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-BR 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts-FH 

6:45 p.m. BSF 

7 p.m. Philharmonic-MC 

17   

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 

7 p.m. Bells-MC 

7 p.m. Ch. Council-BR 

18   

8:30 a.m. Prayer-Lib 

6 p.m. Cub Scouts 

6:30 p.m. Praise-San 

 

19   

5:30 p.m. Zumba-
SFH 

6 p.m. Financial 
Peace 
University-
MPR 

7 p.m. Choir-MC 

20   

11:45 LTP Staff 
Mtg-MPR 

7 p.m. F@F-San 

3:30 p.m. 
Spire 

Deadline 

21 

6:45 a.m. BSF-
BR 

5 p.m. PFLAG-
MPR 

22 

9 a.m. Worship 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Worship 

5 p.m. SNC-FH 

23   

9 a.m. District Mtg.-BR 

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-BR 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts-FH 

6:45 p.m. BSF 

7 p.m. Philharmonic-MC 

24 

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts-FH 

7 p.m. Bells-MC 

 

25   

8:30 a.m. Prayer-Lib 

6 p.m. Cub Scouts 

6:30 p.m. Praise-San 

26   

5:30 p.m. Zumba-
SFH 

6 p.m. Financial 
Peace 
University-
MPR 

7 p.m. Choir-MC 

27 

7 p.m. F@F-San 

28 

 

29 

9 a.m. Worship 

10:10 a.m. Coffee 
and Sunday 
School 

11 a.m. Worship 

5 p.m. SNC-FH 

30 

10 a.m. Women’s Bible 

Study-BR 

5 p.m. Hot Meals-FH 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts-FH 

6:45 p.m. BSF 

7 p.m. Philharmonic-MC 

31 

1 p.m. Staffing-CR 

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts-FH 

7 p.m. Bells-MC 
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The Spire is a monthly publication of  
First United Methodist Church.    

 

Worship Services:   
Traditional 9:00 a.m. and  
Celebration 11:00 a.m. 

 

Education Opportunities & 
Coffee Connections:  10:10 a.m. 

  

Church Office hours: 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to Noon Friday 

  
Articles for the Spire should be submitted to            

Editor Rachel Nay, r nay@fumccolumbus.org, 
by the 20th of each month. 

First United Methodist Church 
618 Eighth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201 
Phone: 812.372.2851 
Fax: 812.378.2828 

Church Staff 
 
Pastor, Howard E. Boles 
Associate Pastor, Lisa Cottingham 
 
Facilities Manager, Paul McHone 
Custodian, Marcia Hornback 
Custodian, Roland Campfield 
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries, Sarah Campbell 
Director of Learning Tree Preschool, Sue Ellen Brown 
Associate Director of LTP Classroom Ministry, Gayle Kelley 
Associate Director of LTP Extended Care, Teresa Nickerson 
Administrative Assistant, Tammy Fields 
Receptionist, Pam Maschino 
Volunteer and Communications Coordinator, Rachel Nay 
Director of Music, J. Kevin Butler 
Organist, Nikolay Verevkin 
Director of the Praise Team, Julianna Jerome-Drerup 
Ministers, All the Members of First UMC 

  
Do we have your email address?   

If not, please send to tfields@fumccolumbus.org. 


